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HISTORY AND FORMATION OF TIHE
ENQLISH LANGUAGBE.
BYJAMES HUTCHISOR, X. 4., X, D.

Etymology (from the Greek efumos, true, and bgos,
& dlscourse, or wonl), 1s the science which treats of
the origin e:ul derivation of words, as related to
their siganification.  Eoglish etymology treats of
tho origin and history of the English language.

English i3 uot the original language of the Brit-
fel Islanda. It is not even now the lsnguage of the
whole of Gieat Britain avnd Ireland.

Keltic, the ancient langungo of these Islands, is
siiii spoxen 1 mmany parts of Ircland, especlally in
the weat, and i3 commoaly called Erse or Old Irish,
This 1s the best preserved lunguage of the Keltic
family. Keltle, under the name of Gacelic, s used
extensively in the Highlands of Scotland, through-
out Wales, under the name of Welsh, and in the
Isle of Man, uader the nanic of Manx.

English was not the laoguage of the first inhabi-
tants ¢f England. It was introduced into DBritain
Dby various tribes from Germany about the begin-
ning or middle of the 8fth century.

‘These tribes gradually took possession of the most
of the country, and it i the language spoken by them
which formes the basis of Modern English. Of these
tribes the chief were the Saxons and Angles; the
Jutes wero anotler tribe.

The language of these people, after settling in
Britain, has generally been known by the nsme of
Anvglo Saxon.

A preferable term, and the one now generally em-
plosed, is Old English, thus identifying the presant
language with its carlicst forms of history. The
country was named after ono of these tribes, Eng-
land, the meaning of which is more easily seen 1o
its Freoch ncme Aogleterre, 1. 6., Avgle-land.

Old English was not a composite language, it was
an unwixed language, haviog no sdmixture of any
forcign clements. It wes also an lnflected laoguage
having grammatical gender, declensions, aod at
lenst five cases distinguished by different endings.
English belongs to the Iudo-European or Aryan
family of languages. The term Indo Furopean isa
most appropriate onc, as tkis family lncludes almost
all the lapgusges of Furepe and all thoso Jadian
dinlects which has sprung from the old Hindoo Ian-
guage {Sanskrit). The term Aryap has of lateyears
almost superseded that of Indo-European from the
influcace of Prof. Max Muller's popular and sugges-
tive Jectures and wiitings on Philology.

The word Aryan is derived from ihe root ar, to
4t, whenee the derivative gets the suceessive mean-
‘ngs of fitting, wortly, noble, honvuratble, a8 opposed
to bosrtarian. This was the name adopted by the
Asfatic branch of the famlily, namely, the ancivnt
Hindus and Persians, to distinguish themsclves from
the uncivillzed or non-Aryans of Indla whom they
bad subjugated.

Al the Indo-European languages are but dialects
of an old and primitivc tongue which has ccased to
exist. If this statement bo kept in mind we will oot
easily fall into the common error of supposing that
Sanskrit is tho oniginal and primitive form. This
ervor probably aroso from the fact that we have re-
cords of Sanskrit speech stretching back to a much
carlicr period than those of otber memblers of the
family, oud still more from the pecullar character of
Sauskrit—long sentences being expressed by cotn.
pourds somctimes extending orer mavy lines. There
is, Indced, Lardly any snember of the Indo-Eutopean
farnily of languages but occasionslly presents us
with a form more ancicnt 1han the Sanskrit

There are two great divisions of the Inco-Euro-
pean famlly, viz., Asiatic nod Eumpean.  Of the
cxisting Indo-Europcan tongucs, Sanskrit is the
oldest and mnost primitive. .

The English language is a Low-German dialect
of the Teutonic braneh. The followlog table will il
lustrate the descent of Engliah and its connection
with the other Uranchics and dlslects of the Indo-
Europcan family of Janguages.

ORININAL LANOUAGKS—=INDO EUROPEAN, INDO ORR-
MANIC, OB ARYAN.

BSanakrit and Persian (these Includo aaclent lan-
guages and most of the modern dlalzcts of Indla,Per.
sla, and tho surrounding parta)

Slavonie, (epoken through Russls, Poland, Byl
garla, Servin, Iliyria and other parts of E. Europo).

Keltie, einbre.clog the two sub divisions, Xymdric
or Camdrian, (including Welsh, Cornish, and tho
Breton of Brittany), and Gaelfe, (Including the Iriah
Gaclic or Ersa, tho Scotch Gaclic, and the Manx or
Gaelic of tho Isle of Man)

Classical, embracing Hellenio, (including ancient
Greek and Romaic or Modern Qreek), and Italian,
(ncluding Latin, Italian, Spanish, Frenci, Portu.
guese)

Zeutonic, embracing Scandinavian, (trcluding Ico-
landic, Bwedish, Norwegian, Danish), and Goihie,
(including  High-Germun, Ol High-German, and
Modern Gernan, avd Zow-German, Modera Frisian,
Exouisi, Dutch, Flemish.

(Tu the relationslip of the Indo-European peoples
sco Prof. Behloicher's Compondium der Vergleichen.
den Grammank, pp. 6-8, and hls cxcellent diagr m
showing the degrees of relatlonship of the main
fumilies of the Indo-European speech)

pRITAIN UNDER TIIE ROMANS FROM 55 n. C. TO
411 A. D.

It has before been stated that Keltic was the orig
inul language of Britain. In 55 B. C. the Romans
under Julivs Cresar fuvaded Britaln, but from the
shortacss of their stay o the fland, they made no
impress oa the lasguage. of the inbabitanty.

Theo island was entirely neglicted by the Romans
during the reigos of Augustus, Tiberius, and Cali-
gula. Iu43 A. D.an expedition was uudertahen
agaiost Britain: and after cousidernble successes of
tbie Roman army uuder Plaotlus, the emperor Clau-
dius entered Britaln in person.  From this time Ro-
man governors were regularly appointed over Bri-
tain as a Roman province, most of whom extended
the dominion of the Ruinans by subjecting addi-
tional states.  The most ilustrious of these gover.
nors was Agricola, the father-in-law of Tacltus, who
wrote hiis life, avd in this work he describes the ex-
plolts of Agricola in Britain.

The victories of Agricola (A. D 78-84) carried the
Roman frontier and Romea civilization us far north
as the Friths of Forih and of Ciyde. The conquercd
population was grouped in great citiessuch as York
or Lincoln, which were defended by massive walls
and connected by cxcellently-made roads which ex-
tended throughout theisland.  The despotic rule of
tbo Romauws, by destroying all local independence,
crushed all local vigar. It was ouly fn the towns
that the conquercd Brituns becamo wholly Roman.
ized.  Latin became thic Janguage of the towos, but
the tribes iohabiting the rural districts continued to
speak their uative Keltle tongue.  The Picts from
tbe north Legav to make repeated and extensive
raids, peneteating cven to the head of the island for

urposes of plnnder.  Against theso attacks the Ro-
wap leglous defeaded the Britons tilt dangurs at
home forced the Empire to recell the legions and
leave the proviace to defend ftself.

To defend Italy from the invasion of the Goths
the Roman legions in 411 were recalled, and the
provincoe befog thus kft unaided, secms to have
fought boldly agalnst its Plctish assailants, and once,
at Jeast, to have driven them back to their
mouctuin f~stnesses. o 3odern English we have
some Latin words, chiefly the names of towns where
the Romans had either cocamped, or had formed a
colony, handed down from this Noman conguest
and sctilement in Britaiv.

FAXON INVASION OF BRITAIN,

After the Roman legions had been recalled to de-
fend Italy from tbe Goths, tho Britons, who had
before tins dependad inainly on the Romas power
for thcir defence against the Incursions of the Picts,
found theineelves usablo to cope with these tnvaders
who bad, meantime, strengthened themsclves by a
league with the Scots (marauders from Ircland who
Lad takcn possession of the weslcrn shores of Scot-

1and), and with a still more formidable race of

pirates who had long been pillaging along tohe Brit-
tah Chianuol. Theso wero the Euglish. The Britlsh
rulers determined to break up this feagto Ly de
taching the English from it, promisiug them land
and pay for thelr assistance agalast tho Plcts and
Bcots. Two brothers, Hengest aod Horsa, gladly
accepted tho torms offercd, and heving ralsed o
baod of men in Jutland in 449, landed at Ebbasflect,
on the shores of the Ialo of Thanet. Having con-
quered the Picts in a great battle by the ald of theso
mcecenary (roops, tho Iritons now saw dangor
coming from the Eoglish themselves. Instead of
returning to their own countey after subdulng tho
Picts aud Scots, the nwinvers of the English were
rapidly increased by addltions of thelr owa country:
men, and *‘this increaso of thelr number iacraased
the difficalty of supplyiog rations and pay.” Aftor
disputing long over these questions the English at
length threatened war.  Tho Britons fought maa.
fully but were forced to yield It bas been satd that
no land was ro stubbornly fought for or so hardly
won. * The conquest of Britaln by the English was
only partly wrought out after two centurics of bit.
ter wosfare.”  Thoso of the Britons who would ot
submit to the yoke of the conqucrors sought refuge
in Wales and Cornwall, in the former of which thelr
descendants yet flourish and their language con.
tinues to be spoken.  Those who remalned becams
the slaves of the victorious tribes and thus * ‘at the
close of the siruggle Britain had become England, a
land that ig not of Britons but Englisbmen.” It is
trom the Inndiog of Hengest and Horsa with their
banrt of Jutes at Ebbagieet on the Isle of Thauet in
449 that Evglish bistary beglos, and with it the Eng-
lish language, which ia thia, its caslicst stage, was
foimerly known under the namo of Auglo Saxon,
after the same of the two most powerful of the invad.
log tribes, the Angles and the Suxons.

The Keltic words adopied by the English consist.
ed chicfly of gengraphical terms such as the names
of towpe, rivers, irlands, and mountains, as
Arran, Bute, Cheriot, Carlislo, Kent, Glamorgan,
Peurith, Devon, Dorset, &c.

WONDS OF DANISI ORIGIN.

The Danes, who about the year 787, A D, landed
for piliage on the eastera shores of Euglaad, con-
tinucd with the Norwegisns to muake incursions into
the island for about 250 years. We ind that in 1013
the Danes had established a dynasty io England and
they have left traces of thelr language.

The changes made io the Eaglish 1anguage by tho
occupation of the country by the Daaces were, how-
ever but scanty when compared with those
produced by the Norman Conquest. The followlng
are traces of the Danish element: (1) By, asin
Whitby, Derdy, Tenby.,  This termioation deootes
towa, the Norwegina form Ueing wick, a+ Berwick,
and this is softencd into wich, 2y in Harwich. (2)
Seaw—w0od, as Scawfell; (8) Ey—isluad, as Ork.
ney; (1) Holin —island, or fiatl and on the bank of a
river orfirth, as Greeuliolin, Loaghokn; (5) Ness, Nuss,
Nose—headland, as Caithoess, Furness, Nogshead:
(8) Furcr—watcrfull, s Wilherforce. Foree is still
uscd fo the north of Eaglanu as a waterfall.

(To be continued.)

FIRST STEPS 1NV GEOGRAPHY.
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The first principles of geogmply are those which
are relative to position or place, including Loth the
position of places with respect o each otlier, and also
their position as determined by the points of thecom-
pass.  Under this head the ides of distance may alzo
be arranged as leading to a necessity of a standard of
measurcment.

The sccond principle la that of form, which intro.
duces tbe consideration of the boundaries of coun-
trics.

The thind principle i« that of physical geography,
which afford most interesting materials for instruc-
tion, for by the Lelp of models and by observation
on the physizcal features of thelr own neighbourhood,
cven very young children nay Le led to develop the
idea of othcr countrics, and =also carrics out the




