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FIIO«M% TUE .'UGUSTAN AGE TO THE PUrSE-NT TIIE.

IL is difiienit ta say whlen the Augustan Age begîns, and wiîcn it
eloses-to draw sharply the dividing line in cithier case. WTho was the
Ailgustus, too, it iz- not easy ta dletermiuc-whiet ler it wvas WVilliam
ii third-it coxîld not be Queca Aunie-or George the first, or

George the second. One tlîiunt a lete is certain, the Angustan Ago
WZIs preemineîîtly the age of Addison and of Pope. They ivere the
Ilorac,3 and th"e Virgil of the pcriod. Tite contemporary authors af
<'ourse bolongecil ta it, werc of it, so far charactcrizcd and1 distiu-
guished it , but they werc the lesser liglits tlîat revolved r, i 1 the
grcater luminaries, or shone ie the saine bemuisphere, add Lr to its,
brilliauice, but îîot so conspieniotsly arresting the cyc or filhing the
hîorizon. Swift perhaps posscsscd grcater force of intellect than
eitiier P>ope or Addison: lie was master et least of a more 'Vig-eus style, wvielded by t nmore savage nature, i-'hile his observation;
a? mon and mnauners exteuded over a wvider survey: Def'oe liad more
invention and greeter powers o? vivid and reali7ing description:
'Nicliolîs Rowe-author of Il Jaue Siiore " and other well-known
tragedies-anîl Farquhiar and Vaubrugh, lied more dramatie, art, or
excelled iii corncdy irbere Addison failed: but for the amenities of the
Augustan Age-tlîc exquisite grace and polisi-the peculiar reflue-
Iment-the finish oi'style whether in prose or verse-tlîat we elways
eotincct in tholiglt Nvith tîtat period of English Literature, we nt once
sçinglc ont Adldison and Pope as the representative naines. Sir Ricli-
nrd Steele munst nlways bear the lionour of having originated the idea
o? tlîe Spectetor, wvltilc lie contributed the greater nîimbcr of its papers:
Tiekeli aud Hughes and Budgell share the bonour af liaving written
iapers not unworthy of a literary partîîership with Steele and Addi-
sqon: Arbuthnot, the friend o? Pope, belonged ta the literary fraternity
of te period, exliibited bath learning and wit ie bis -writings, as
"Martinus Seriblerus" munst ever afford deeisit'e testimony: still
Pope and Addison are (lic two çfflies that always risc up before the
mmnd wlicn we name the Augustîîe Age. If it continued ta the tinte
of Jolinson, and iecludefl the conspicuonus tvriters that perpetuata the
prestige et lenst of tic Auguistan cgc-carry down the Eincage o? poets
:11d essayists tili Johsoni perhaps marks a new, cma, we mnay think o?
tiie Augustan ejge as eanîmiencing wviUi Steele and Addison, and end-
ing witli the great literary dictator o? tlîe time-the early ycars--of
George tic third. This is perhaps, however, an arbitrary arrange-
mont, ced inay be aeceptcd or nat at the tvill or pleasure ai aur read-
ers; but somehoiv or other wve always tlîink of the Augustan age tili
wc corne near ta the tinte of Johnson, when a uiew cra ivas inalîgurat-


