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round on raised gaileries, whiie the iower orders thronged outside the barriers
to witness the sport. At each end of the lists tents were pitched for the
rival kniglits who in a littie whiie were to engage in combat. This coarse
enjoynient lasted severai days and Ilto the victors beionged the spoils of the
vanquishied," iu the shape of armor and hiorses. The favourite sports c-f the
lower classes were archery, bull-baiting and quarter-staff. We have mcntioned
too, the custoni of burning the yuie log which wvas done ai-id simiiarly engag-
ing sports. This customn cornes througli our Scandinavian ancestors, who at
the ivinter-soistice were in the habit of kindling huge bonfires in honor of
their god Thor. In niany parts of Engiaud it 15 stili kept un, althougli it has
entireiy iost its original signification. In Devonshîire, iu later years, the
Ashton fagot superseded the yue-tog'. Garnes, such as jumping iii sacks,
diving in N"vater fn-r apples, ji'xnpi-ng at Ibre-li and treacle, follnved the I.-ur-
ing of the ash sticks. No country has entered more heartily into the Christ-
mas sports than England; and perhaps at no period of lier history were the
people more enthusiastic over the returu of the season than during the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries, whien the darkness of ignorance and supersti-
tion ivas on the eve of being dispeiied by the dawn of a brighter day. It
wvas thien ini truth that Clir;stmnas ivas the day of days ; and arniidst the gene-
rai license ail kinds of tricks of the îvildest nature were practiced. We are
toid that "lail England, from the Sovereigu to the beggar, îvent mrnmingy in
strange dresses and masks'" In every î,arish a Lord of Misrule wvas chosen
to superintend the revels, wvho, îvith a troop of idie feilows, in dresses of a
glaring color, covered with ribbons, M'eut about shouting and drunming,
sometimes entering chutrches during Divine Service. And lu Scotland a
similiar fuuctionary used to, be appointed unider the titie of the Abbot of
Unreason, tilI the year 1555, wvhen thc Office ivas abolishied by an Act of
Parlianient. As tinie ivent ou, however, and the people becarne efflighitened,
those performances disappeared, and Ohristias decorations wvit1î holly, bay,
roseuîary and laurel, took the p)lace of those rnasquerading customns. Thie
Reformation taughit even EngIilihmen and Scotchrnen thiat simple and more
rationai ganes were certainiy mnore appropriate than the noisy reveilings and
carousais that used to characterize thieir celebration of the Nativitv. Various
Christian preachiers used to renionstrate %v-ith their flocks for paying too innch
attention to tic secular aspect of the season, to the neglect of the religions. A
sort of refinenient iu the pleasures of Uic period gradually wvorked its iva> lu,
which caused the reiigious side of thc day to receive more promiince and the
festive side less, and iu a little îvhile succeeded iii exciuding evFery feature
which hiad not, or could not be given, a religious character. It was because
of the coarse and unchristian character which the festival stili retaine!d froni
those dark ages of which wve spoke that the Presbyterian churches in Scot-
land, and the whole of the English disseniers rejected it, lu its religions aspect,


