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HOME AND SCHOOL.

If We Knew.

Ir we knew, when walking thoughtless
In the noisy, crowded way,

That some pear) of wondrous whitencss
Close beside our pathway lay,

We would pause where now we hasten,
We would often look around,

Lest our caveless fect should trample
Svme rave jewel to the ground.

If we knew what forms were fainting
For the shade that we should fling 3

If we knew what Jips arve parching
For the water we could biing,

We would haste with eager footsteps,
We would work with willing hands,

Beariug eups of cooling water,
Planting rows of shading palms,

If we knew, when fiiends around us
Closely press to say good-by,
Which anony the lips that kissed us
First would "neath the daisies lie,
We would Clusp our arms around them,
Looking on them through our tears ;
Tender words of love eternal
We would whisper in their ears,

If we knew what lives are darkened
By some thoughtless word of ours,
Which had ever lain amony them
Like the frost among the flowers ;
Oh, with what sincere repenting,
With what amenish of regret,
While our eyes were overtlowing,
We would cry, * Forgive ! forget 5"

If we knew! Alag!and . 've
Ever care or seek to know
Whether bitter herbs or roses
In our ncighbonr's garden grow
God forgive us ¢ lest heveafter
Our hearts break to hear him say :
* Careless ¢hild, 1 never knew you,
From my presence tlee away.”

@eachers' Fepavtment,

Opening and Closing Exercises.
BY L. W. IIAWLEY,

It is a painful fact that there are schools where
the session is robbed of vitality and attractiveness
because neither in the opening nor the closing exer-
cises is there apparens the slightest forethought on
the part of the superintendeat.

Terhaps the doxology is sung at the opening;
but if so, it is selected for its noise rather than its
grand sentimens of praise. At the close of the
verse, perhaps some one offers a  conventional
prayer, without any refevence to the lesson of the
day or the experience of the past week, but simply
as a bridge from the singing to the lesson.

What is the proper course to pursue? X suggest :
1. Scour the town, if necessary, for an organ. 2,
Get a piano also, if you can. 3. Scour the town
again for a cornet player, or a flute, or a claviouet,
or a violinist, or a double bass—any or all of these.
But what would people suy? They would say,
“Well, 1 guess the Methodists are waking up and
going to do something.”  And they would be right,
t00.

Of course, I do not mean to put a full-fledged
orchestra into the schiool all at once; but would
get them in gradually—adding first one instrument
and then auother. 4. Use live gospel music—
words and tuncs. 5. Put the best person forward
as & leader ; the man or woman best fitted for the
place. 6. Tf you are not at all gifted in a musical
line, then talk over the selection of the hymns
with your leader.  Don't have them singing hymns
or tunes without regard to their fitness for the oc-
casion. 7. Arrange a new and definite programme
for each session. Novelty and freshuess have the

effect to keep the school on the qui vive, and thero
is gained o unity and enthusiasm not otherwise nt-
tainable. Tho superintendent should spend from
& half-hour to a whole evening every week in ar-
ranging the most effective programme possible.

Don’t let anything get into a rut. Open one
Sunday with singing ; sing two or threo picces if
thero is time—ono right after the other. The next
Sunday open with prayer. If you do not ofter the
prayer yourself, and thero i3 anything special that
you wish a brother to pray for, tell him of it Lefore-
hand.

The following Sunday may have a iesson that is
covered or touched upon in several places in the
Bible. Read with the school some of these pas-
suges at the opening. This necessitates their
bringing Bibles, which, of course, they ought to do.

But do nct attempt to do any of these in order
to bring tho school to order. Have the order first
—by the sound of the organ; by the tap of the
bell, b; the tap of the pencil, or by simply folding
yov hands and standing still ; any way you choose ;
but before you give out the hymn, or the reading,
wait for silence. You can easily have it, if you
manage right, and keep yourself in order, with a
sweet and quiet spirit.

Let the opening service always lead up to the
lesson, and be an inspiration to all.  Qur work is,
by personal magnetism and oversight, by wiso self-
sucrificing, planning and leading, to so surround
the lesson as to aflord the teachers overy aid in our
power.

Then give them at least thirty minutes. Don't
rob them in order to carry out some pet plan of
your own. They may have prepared their lesson
with thirty minutes in mind, and you have no right
to a mwoment of that time. Keep secretary, treas.
urer, librarian, pastor, or visiting brother away
from the classes during the lesson. By bell or
organ give the school a signal five minutes before
closing the lesson,

At the close of the lesson, if you think you can
add anything valuable to what the tcachers have
said, do it briefly, tersely, and in a way to rivet the
iruth alrcady taught. Then sing a verse or two,
give a signal to the librarians to do their work
swiftly and quietly, and dismiss, with the prayer
that the lesson for that day may “be lived out”
during the coming week.

The Wingless Bird.

Oxg of the chief wonders of the world of orni.
thology is the Apteryx, a bird which is found only
in New Zealand, and even there is rapidly becoming
extinct. It is a creature so strange that no imag-
ination could have fancied a bird without wings or
tail, with robust legs, and with claws which are
suited for digging, and are actually used in forming,
excavations, in which this singular bird lays its
egus and hatches its young, If the Apteryx were
to become extinet, and all that remained of it, after
the lapse of one or two centurics, for the scrutiny
of the naturalist, were a foot in one muscum and a
head in another, with a few conflicting figures of its
external form, the real nature and aflinities of this
most remarkable species would be involved in as
much obscurity and doubt, and become the subject”
of as many conflicting opinions among the ornitho.
logists of that period, as are those of the Dodo in
the present day.

The Apteryx is not larger than a full.grown fowl,
and has only a rudimentary wing, so covered with
the body of feathers as to be conccaled ; the ter
mmating slender claw may, however, be discerned
on examination, '

The Wil is long and slightty curved, having the

nostrils at the extremity ; its feathers, the sides of

which are uniform in structure, do not exceed four
and o anlf inches ir length, and are much prized as
material for mantles or cloaks by the chiefs. It
& nocturnal bird, using its long bill in search of
worms, upon which it principally fseds; it kicks
with great power, and burrows at the root of the
rata, at tho base of which treo is also found the
extraordinary Spheria Robertsia, n species of veyo-
tating caterpillar,  Retaining the form of the cater.
pillur, the fungus pervades the whole body, and
shoots up a small stem above the surface of the
gronnd, the body of the caterpillar being below the
earth in an erect position, ‘The Apteryx frequently
leans with its bill upon the earth—one of its chici
characteristics—and thus, when viewed from n dis.
tance, appears to be standing on three legs.

By the natives of New Zealand these birds are
called Kiwis, from the cry they utter, and they are
frequently caught by a cunning imitator of their
tone, who, when they approach, dazzles and
frightens them with a light previously concealed,
and, throwing his blanket over them, thus secures
them,
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Retaliation,
JONUN IMRIE,
Or, Canada ! avise in thy young strength,
And prove thyself a nation of the earth,
Whose veins are filled witis blood of nohle birth,
That shall be honoured, known and felt ay length !
Think not of war !—=but all that makes for peaco
Bo thine s thy aim—advancement and inerease
Inall that tends to make a nation great,
And thus bo trained to cope with any fate !
0, muy thy brother, *“’%cross the lines,” be such
As brother ought to be to sister fair—
Two ¢f one family.  Ask wo thus too much
That God’s free gifts they each ulike should share?
Then should a foe our continent invade,
Brother and sister join in mutual aid !

Thei

The Peg Left Out.

Tuere is a light to-night in the room ot the
dusty old machineshop. In his chair, near the
bench supporting that lamp, sits the old watehman,
Now and then he stirs about and sees that every-
thing is safe—no burglars in the counting-room, no
fire in the shop. At the close of every quarter of
an hour he steps away to that big clock standing
in the corner. A dial is there, punched with holes
corresponding to the quarters of every hour. L
prompt the old watchman will drive a peg in one of
those empty holes. If he be tardy, he has lost the
chance. In the morning that empty hole, like a
troublesome mouth, will proclaim : “This wateh.
men did not do his duty. Ife got asleep. Ho
napped beyond the opportunity to plug e
During his nap a burglar entered—na fire broke
out. I report Sir Watchman was asleep at his
post.”

You will find people in adult life who show that
somo peg was left out in their training when boys
or girls, It may be an ungrammatical, or, sull
worse, an irreverent speech. “Peg left out!”
you say.

‘There may be a slovenliness about the dress, or
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what is worse, one may be a sloven in keeping his 2
word. How happened it? There was neglect i JE* "
youth., ¢ Peg left out!” phi

Qne in after years may show little skill in any “ "
special employment.  He 1s a shuttlecock, help- stiil
lessly battered from one misfortune to another. e
“Poor fellow!” people pitymgly say. Yes! and hai
he was & neglectful fellow also when a youth. of ¢
He slighted his opportunitics to learn a businesy fell
or a trade. * 2cg left out!” sotn

In many ways—as life sweeps over its cirent— n ¢
opportunity comes only ouce. If your chance be [ oV
now, do not throw it away! W";
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