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Thoy're His.
BY A 1 BUNNER.
When 1 go to bed at night,

You ¢ wonder that | dare
Co go into the roer: at all
It ] told you what was there

Therew nn elephant and a tiger,
And a monkey and a bear,
A llon with a whaggs mane
And mast feracioun alr

tut 1 think perhaps my briasery
WiIH not exdite surptise
When [ tel] yoi that thel, maxtes
In a crib bestde them Hes,
- 8t Nicholas

THE BLACK BELT.

Onoe of the most striking characteristics
of the South is the ublguitous presence of
our brother in hlack,” and a very plc-
turesque obiret hr §8. For * loopholed-
windowed ragredness® he {8 not sur-

pusred by tho lazzaron] of Naples or beg-
gars  of  Rome Ag he stands In
stauesgue attitude, motionless in  the

blazing sunlight, he looks like ~ black
brotize antique. There {4 an expression
of irfinite patience, almost of sadness, in
his diarh and lustrous eves which one
may easily fancy {8 the result of ages of
bondage and oppression. When ho
spcaks to you, which outside of the cities
he seldom does unless iirst addressed, 1t
fs in a rich, ‘velvety volce, In an ob-
gsequious, almost servile manner, and
often In a rude and asmnost barbarous
patuls But to see him at his best you
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Then bie s all Wle and energy
pestures are emphath, his white teeth
gitam, bis darh eyes flash, Lis Jully laugh
pours fofth poal oo peal In an ' x
haustubiv  floud. A iy spall foxe
causey Jufinie mirth, and sou reallze, as
perhiaps not before, that " a jest's pros-
perity tica in the ear of hin that heareth
1t.”

The cotdiiion of the nogrues in thones
South s w the Nusthurn tourist a prodb
lem of spcanl Interest.  Since «¢mancl-
pation, it Is true the) are often thriftless
and unprogressive; hut so they were be-
fore, and thefr habits are a heritage from
slavory days.  Yet they are steadily fmn-
proving. At Montgomery, Ala, a col-
ourced man told me that s people pald
ares on $300,000 worth of property, and
that he himself paid taxes on $20,060.
Yet Lo had begun, Le sald, “ without a
nickel.” The blacks are docile and eager
to learn. Even where schools are  o-
vided throughout the *‘ black belt,” .¢ I8
only at intervals between the presiing
fleld-work of the successive crops—corn,
cotton, tobacco—that the young folk can
go to school about fuur months in the
year I was told. That they bave im-
proved so much is greatly to their credit,
and is an augury of still greater im-
provement jn the future. The Sunday-
school, moreover, is supplementing the
deficlencies of the day-school to a con-
stderable extent. The printed lesson
leaves are a valiable means of instruc-
tion cven in the hands of {nexperienced
teachers. 1 have heard coloured children
in the South respond to questions on the
Bible as well as ever I heard white chil-
dren.

The religlous life of tho blacks is a
subject of deep interest. Tlitensely emeo-
tional, they are apt to be carried away
by what Is suetimes, it is to be feared,
little vetter than nervous excitement.
At Montgomery, Ala., the very heart ot
the ' black belt)” 1 witnessed far more
noisy demonstrations than anywhere else
in the South. There was on the part of
the congregation a perpetual swaying ot
tho body to and fro, accompanied by a
constant chorus of ejaculations in «
plaintive minor key and all the while
ran & deep undertone in a monotonous
strain like the drone of a bagpipe. The
preacher favoured the excitement. His
voice fell into a regular chanting cadence,
a mourrful minor strain impossible to
describe.  The r.sponsine cries became
louder and louder. =evcral persons, all
women, sprang to their feol. one after
another. with impassioned gestures and
cjaculations.  Siill the preacher went on
with his weird incantation. till the con-
fusfon seemer to me to have nv mute re-
liglous. characier than the gyrations of
the dancing dervishes. The niore in-
telligent blacks disapproved of it. and
sald it was only the iguorant who in-
dulged in it. There is often a rude elo-
quence in the sermon that to the keen
susceptibtlities of the negroes 1s very
aroustng. The preachicis are very fond
of textz from the Revelation and from
the prophecies, and tueir literal applica-
tion .ot ~“legorical language and of bold
orfcatal imagery f8 very striking. Tho
singing, too, 1s a very characteristic ole-

!
I
)
!

His'

!

—— e

y the enthusinsm of the soldier, In his effort
j to win a certaln point, Is sufficient to

ment in the worship the strange, sw et, |
plalntive stratns with which the * Jubl-
lees ” have made us all familiar. They
arc especinlly fond of hymas describing
the dellverance of the Israelites from the
bondage of Egypt, ns that beginning,
* Go down, Moses,” with {ts striking re-
frain, " Let my people go;" and hymns
on the des ructton of the Egyptians, as

Did not old Pharaoh get lost 7 which
they sing with enthusiasm. In the re-
fratng everyone joins, often with sway-
ing of the body and time-marking ges-
tureg, A8 a finale, they frequently all
to thelr feet, und everybody
atutkes hands with everybody else, sing-
ing lustils all the while.

In thelr collections they are exceed-
tiheral; few white congregations,
In proportion tv thelr means, belng as
much so Liaving fixed upon a definite
num a8 necewsary, they kcep at {t till
they get ft They are fond of pitting
one secrat or benevolent goclety against
another, as the ** Sons of Jacob ™ and the
** 8isters of Rachel ;" and amid an ac-
companiment of song and exhortation,
and a zoud deal of chafling and wit, the
sum Is  almost  Invariably  reached.
Though many of this long oppressed race
may not be models of honesty, thrift, and
morality, vet thelr vices are a heritage
of the dark days when no man could call :
aught that he had his own, and when
even the saunctity of his home and the
purity of his family Hfe were not pro-
tected. Aiready a great impiovement {s
manifest and nnder the regenerative in-
fMuences of religlon and education the
negro is destined to reach &8 high stana-
ard of morality and intelligence.

IN TBE BLACK BELT,

A YOUNG SOLDIER'S BRAVERY.

At the storming of the heights of
Chagru Hotal, in Northern Indla, there'
were many examples of splendid herolsm
on the part of both white and nnti\'el
troops. One jnstance has come to light
which bas excited the admiration of a |
whole nation. In the attack on the'
tribesmen, a British regiment of Ghoorkas
bhas become separated from the main
body and was in peril. ‘fwo English
regiments—one from Derbyshire and one
from Dorsetshire, were sen: to force back
these men, but were repulsed amid a
hafl of bullets. At last the Gordon
Higblanders, a famous regiment of
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, were sent for-
ward, aud to the playing of the bagpipes
they rushed upon the encmy carrying
the position with fixed bayonets. Dur-
ing the assault, a lance-corparal of the
pipers, named Patrick Milne, was shot
through both legs. He had been among
the first to leap into the zone of danger,
and after he was shot down, be man-
aged to raise himself to a sitting position
and played a stirring march on his pipes
until faintness from loss of blood com-
pelled him to desist.

As he was still weakly playing, he was
urged by comrades to gave his strengtk,
but he sturdily replied: “1 can still
bicw " Of four otkor pipers of the
same regiment who marched across the
ilre zone, only one cscaped unhurt. If

make him obliv.ous to physical paln and
suffering, how muca more ought the en-

of his miracles ?

1 than Rethsaida ?

thusiasm of the Christian enable him to
rise superior to trials and disasters here,
witk the rich and fmperishable prize of
eternal life in view.

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THR GOSIEL BY MATTHEW.

LESSON IX.—FEBRUARY 27.
WARNING AND INVITATION.
Matt. 11. 20-30.

GOLULEN TEXT.

Como unto me, all yo that labour andg
are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.
—Matt. 11, 28.

Memory vorses, 28-30

OUTLINE.

1. Warning, v. 20-24.

2. Invitation v. 25-30.
Time.—Probably November, A.D. 29.
Place.— Probably in Galllee, rloug the

route to Jerusalem.

HOME READINGS.

Warning and jovtation.—Matt.

20-30.

Tu. Exhortation.—Isa. 1. 156-20.

\W. Responsibility of privileges.—l.uke 12
41-48.

Th. Despised but chosen —1 Cor. 1. 20-31.

F. Graclous fnvitation.—Isa. 5. 1-11.

8. A waiting guest.—Rav, 3. 14-22.

Su. None cast out.--John 8. 29-40.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY

1. Warning, v. 20-24,
In whao cities did Jesus do the most

M. 1

Why did he upbraid these cities ?

What effect would such works have
had on Tyre and Sidon.
When would those cities fare better

What doom did Jesus pronounce on
Capernaum.

Under what circumstances might Sodom
have remained ?
2. Invitation, v. 25-30.

For what hiding of knowledge did Jesus
offer thanks ?

Who are “the wise and prudent” 2
Rrov, 26. 12

‘o whom are these hidden things re-
vealed ?

What did the Father give to his Son ?

Who only knows the Son ?

By whom is the Father known 2

What large company !s invited to
Christ ? Golden Text.

To what are they required to submit ?

Wha* spirit did Jesus say he possessed?

What encouragement have we to ex-
change burdens with Christ ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That great privileges mean great re-
sponsibility 7

2. That true wisdom is a gift of God *

3. That true repentance will bring rest
to the soul ?

DO IT NOCW.

This 18 for you, boys ana girls. It is
a tad habit, the habit of putting off. It
you have sometb..g taat you are to do,
do it now; then it will be done. Th: =
one advantage. If you put it off, ve. .
likely sou will forget it ang no: do it at
2li; or else—what for you I8 almust ag

ing of it and dreading it, and so, as it
were, be dolng ft all the ¢ime. “ The
valiant never taste death but onco ;”
never but once do the alert and actlve
have their work to do.
I once read of a boy who drooped so In
health that his mothor thought sho musat
have & doctor to sece him. The doctor
could find nothing the matter with him.
But there the fact was. he was pining
away, losing his appetite, creeping about
langu!dly, and hie mother was distressed.

The doctor was nonplussed.
“\Vhat does your son do? Has he
any work

**No; he has only to bring a pafl of
water every day from the gpring, but that
he dreads all day long, and does not
bring t¢ unti! just before durk.”
* Have him bring it the first thing In
the morning,” was the doctor’s prescrip-
tion,
The mother tried It, the boy got well
Putting it off made his task }-ey ou the
boy's mind. *“ Doing it now " relieved
him.

Boys and girls, *“do it now."

THE LARGE SNOWBALL.

It is an old saying that many hands
make light work, and I think it is true
fu most cases. Willle has been making
a large snowball, and now it is go large
that he can roll it no further without
help. Frankie has stopped slovelling
snow into his wheel-barrow, and has
throwa down his shovel, to come to the
ald af his brother. Even the little gliris
have come to lend a helping bhand {n
rolling the ball over. I think they will
havea to stop rolling it soon, {t has grown
so large. Grace and Willle are very
ambitious, however, to have it larger,
while Frankie and Amy, who cannot 8ee
over the tup of it, think it is ‘“ most big
enough.”

Although therc are so many hands em-
pioyed in rolling it, I think they will not
be able to make light work of it much
longer. These chiidren look as if they
enjoyed their play together very much.
1 should nut wonder {f Master Willle finds
occasfon to call for the help of his sisters
a great many times as he grows older.
How pleasant it will be if they aro always
as ready to bestow it as they have been
in this instance.

MUSIC BOOKS

For Sunday-Schools, Epworth
Leagues, and Evangelistic Work.

. G | Per
‘. 3 doz
The Canadian Hymnal.
Revised and enlarged, 450 hymns. Our
authorized §.8. Hymnal.... ... ............} .60 [5,00
tearch Light.
Por Sunday-Schools and Gospol Meetings,
ete. By A.F.Alyera....ccvvcvennnn o eevene 40]4.20
Crown of Gold.
For Epworth es, Endeavour Socletles,
etc. By W. T. Gifle and Frank M. Davis....|.85 | 8.60
Glory Bells.
Po,;’Ch—isr.im Endearour Societies, Sanday-
Schools and Gospel Meetings, ¢te. By W.
I R ¢ . £ cees.|.35{860
Triumphant S8ougs. No. 5.
Ono o?ou! most popular books. By E. O,
EXCelL . e eiiieiiniieiacs covevrneines raees .35 | 8.60
'rhg crcntmml:ﬁcm "on'JSo P o) 250
Strnng, rilling, Evaagel Songs. aper|.
By Jobn M. Whyte......n...... {Bouds 35| 360
Finest of tho Whent, Nos. 1, 2.
Hymns, new and old, for Missionary and
Renral Meetings and Sunday-schools. Chap-
1ain McCabe's new and popular book.... .. {.¢0 | £20
Nos. 1 and € combived.. ..... cecennes.] S0} GO0
Revival Bymns.
Selected by Rev. J. MeD. Rerr.. ... ...Paper| .20 | 200
Lizp Cloth] .25 ] 2,50
fKongs of Calvary.
A §:w and choico collection, most of which
were composed by the Whyte Bros....Paper] .25] 250
Tlmp Cloth] 85| 2.60
songs of Salvation.
As used by Orossley and Hunter in Evangel-
istic Maetngs, and adapted for the Church,
Grove, Choir and Home. Edited by H. T,
Crossley. . ciereeeare-.e..Limp Cloth].25] 260
Xongs Tor Young Peoplc.
The Sunday-School, «  Church. Fdited
by E O. Excell. [P K - R X ()
T e ar Senoots and Gokpel Meetings.
or Sunday- 0018 ee!
By A. F. Myers . C eieaieeiees oo | S5] 60
Nugrets of Gold. (Just fssued.) Rallying
Songs for the Temperance Campalgn. .. Paper] .25 | 250

WILLIANM BRIGGS,
Bfethodist Book and Publishing Hou . ,

Toronto.
0, «W. 0OATES, Momazat.

bad—you will not forg%t, but keep think-

. S F. HUESTIS, Humex, .
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