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ﬁn a serpentine manner.  But of all the modes
in which ova are disposed, that of the comnmon
Gnat is most deserving of our aticntion.  This
litle creature, by means of its hind legs, fabri-
cates o perfect boat of eggs, which floats upon
the surface of the stream; although cach egg
i3, separately, heavier than water, anditisonly
inacollected form that objeet can be achieved.
These floating canocs contain from 230 to 320
cugs, of an oval shape, having their small ends
uppermost, as the larvae when hatched issues
from the lower part. But the most singular
arcumstance confected with this niiniature
life-bout i3, that, though tossed about by the
action of the waves,and exposed to the rough-
est weather, not one drop of liquid is ever found
to enter the interior; therefore the upper ends
of the eggs arc kept continually dry.  Thiscx-
maordinary property is :till unexplained, and
contnues a puzzling problem to plulosoplicrs
and entomologists. Its solution may be sug-
gestive of some appliration to the safuty of the
{:fe-boat ; nor should we despise such objects
of study as beneath our investigation, when we
consider that natwaral history presentsone great
muscum of mechanicnl contrivance and philo-
sophic adaptation, a tenth part of which it has
not entered into our limited conception to dis-
cover; and that many inventions and improve-
ments in the arts have been intimated by close
ohservation and reflection, upon the wondcrful
rhenomenarevealed:n the great scheme of the
animal creation.

The lace-winged Fly (chrysope reticula)
adopts a novel expedient to protect her cgas
from the ravages of carnivorous grubs, ascach
s deposited at the cnd of a stalk formed of
ghiten, which is stretched out at right angles
from a branch sclected by the mother, to the
fincness of a hair, and hardened in that posi-
ton. These processes, similar in shape to the
stamina of flowers, are arranged regularly on
cach side of the stem, and have the appearance
of anawral appurtenance to the plant upon
which they are found.

But among the muncrous instances of ma-
ternal solicitude disclosed to the studentof na-
tre, that of a family called Coccidac, of which
the insect furnishing the cochemille dye isa
species, stands unparallcled ; for here the very
body of the animal providesa covering to shel-
ter the future brood, being glucd pormanently
over the group of cggs, and looking like an
execrescence on the plants they frequent; in-
deed, the bark of some trees is covered with
mealeulable numbers of these, sceming, warts;
which an ordinary observer would neves

imagine to be thedried body of aninsect.  Upon
raising up tlis covering, thousands of eggs are
seen beneath, enveloped in a silky gum, which
is generally moist and capable of extension into
threads, upon separauing a few ova from the
mass.

We now come to those inseets which are re-
markable fur sccuring an asylum for their ova,
by cxcavating a hollow in the interior of differ-
(nt substances, or fabricating a nest of foreign
materials ; and here the traces of a superior
intellizence are so strongly manifest, that, in
the vast collection of astonishing facts which
mnust creafe a feeling of wonder and admira-
tion in the coldest breast, the mind knows not
Liow to chouse material for the purpose of illus-
tration, where all cquelly argue the superinten-
dence of divine posver.

The masun-wasp bores into the hardest sand,
clay, or brick, toprovule acell for her offspring,
and she is carcful to cupply them with a store
of grubs, or bes, that when they emerge from
the egy, foud may not be wanting; the better
to cftect this, the capuves are 1.0t wholly de-
prived of life, but allowed to linger, without the
powcr of extricating themselves, unul the in-
sects whose wants have thus been fondly an-

ticipated are ready to devour them. Thepa- -

rent, after making such provision, eficctually
seals up the opeming of the ncest, and leaves
them scenre from the visit of their enemy, the
Ichneumon. We may notice here the beauti-
ful device by which the Mason Spider ensures
the safety of her yonng. The nest, which is
situated in the ground, and shaped hke the fig-
aur of aglove, bung furmshed with a perfect
1, wlhich, by mcans of an clastc hinge, shuts
down quichly wpun the iagress, or ¢xit of the
occupant.

The Mason Bed is similar 10 the above-men-
tioned wasp . et cconomy, cxcept w substi-
tuting, for tac Lve food of the latter, the polen
of flowers, of which they colleet an abundant
magazine for tixe benefit of postenity.

The Carder Bee builds a habitation of moss,
which she cards with infinrte labour, andisfre-
quently met with in ficlds while mowing, in
copses, cic.  Wehave discovered theseretreats
amidst the moss-covered roots of our forest
trees. In the interior are inclosed a nilinber
of brown, ovaid cells, which, however, are snid
to he the work of the young grubs when about
to change into Aurclia, from whence they are
libcrated, as perfect bees, by the aid of the pa-
renis; as otherwise they would be unable to
gnaw through the tough texture of their enve-
b, Thesc cellsserve afterwards for deposits
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