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have met their deserts;” and if disposed to
commiscrate the poor soldiers, at least,we wish,
withhim, *“that their places had been filled
by the American President, and the ninety-
cight members of the Legislature who voted
for the ~r.” The explosion, partial as were
its effects, killed and woundcd more than two
hundred Americans, spreading its mischief far
and wide, and creating in the remainder much
temporary alarm and confusion. The stones
and rubbish were thrown as far as the decks
of the vessels near the shore, and, according
to Ingersol, “the water shocked as with an
earthquake.”

General Pike was literally stoned to death,
his breast and sides were crushed, and he lin-
gered in great agony till he expired. Gen.
Pike was a native of New Jersey, and isrepre-
sented to have been a gallant and thorough-
bred soldicr, and one of the best commanders
the Americans had. Iis death was a glorious
one. Through motives of humanity he halted
to prevent unnccessary cffusion of blood, and
paltry as wasthe victory gained with such over-
whelming odds, still he had the satisfaction of
knowing that he had gained a victory, such as
it was. Thompson and Ingersol are very elo-
quent onhis death; ¢ carried on board the
Con..aodore’s ship, General ‘Pike was laid on
a mattress, and asking for the Dritish captured
flag to be laid under his head, in a few hours
he nobly breathed his lastjupon it, without a
sigh"

All honor we are ready to pay to the brave
man who dies a sacrifice for his country, but
considering the immense superiority of num-
bers, by which, after along and desperate
struggle, the feat of supplanting the flag was
achiceved, the officiousness of the American
historians hasconferred more of ridicule than
of honor upon the last moments of their hero.

General Sheaffe was carcful to avail himself
of the temporary panic into which the enemy
had been thrown, and collecting what regular
force he could, and leaving to their own resour-
ces the civil authoritics and embodied militia,
he made a hasty retreat in the direction of
Kingston, destroying, as he passed along, two
ships on the stocks, and a magazine of military
and naval stores in the harbour.  The defence
of the town being no longer practicable, a
surrender necessarily followed, Ly which it
was stipulated, that the militia and others at-

tached to the British military and naval service,
who had been captured, should be paroled ; that
private property of every kind should be res-
pected, and that all public stores should be
given up to the captors. We have italicised
the words * who had been captured,” as the
Americans got possession of the ilitia rolls
and included amongst the list of prisoners on
parole, many who had never laid down their
arms, and whom it was never contemplated to
include in the list. We give Sheaffe’s dis-
patch, with his list of killed and wounded:
Kingston, May 5th, 1818.
S1r,—TI did myself the honor of writing to your
Excellency, on n.y route from York, to commu-
picate the mortifying intelligence that the enemy
had obtained possession of that place on the 27th
of April. I shall now give your Excellency a
further detail of that event.

In the evening of the 26th, information was
received that many vessels had been seen to the
castward. Very carly the next morning, they
were discovered lying-to, not far from the har-
bor; after some time had elapsed, they made
sail, and to the number of sixteen, of various de-
seriptions, anchored off the shore, some distanoe
to the westward.  Boats full cf troops were im-
mediately seen assembling near the commodore’s
ship, under eoverof whose fire, and that of other
vessels, and aided by the wind, they soon effected
a landing, in spite of a spirited opposition from
Major Givens and about forty Indians. A com-
pany of Glengarry lightinfantry,which had been or-
dered to support then, had, by some mistake (not
in the smallest degree imputable to its comman-
der,) been led in another direction, and came late
into action. The other troops, consisting of two
companies of the Sth (or King's regiment), and
about a company of the royal Newfoundland re-
giment, with some militia, encountered the enemy
in a thick wood. Captain M‘Neal, of the King's
regiment, was killed, while gallantly leading his
company, which suffered severely. The troops
at length fell back; they rallied several times,
but could not maintain the contest against the
greatly superior and increasing numbers of the
enemy. They retired under cover of our hatter-
ies, which were engaged with some of the encry’s
vessels that had moved nigher to the harbour.
By some unfortunate accident the magazine at
the western battery blew up, and killed and
wounded a considerable number of men, and
crippled the battery. Itbecame too evident that
our numbers and means of defence were inade-
quaic to the task of maintaining possession of



