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THE CANADIAN BVANGELIST,

[Ocrosrr 15th, 1890,

Unlon of the Churchies,

A BTATEMENT FURNISIIED
DISCIPLES OF CIIRIAT,

To the Editor of Ths Globs:

At tho Jast Aonual Cenvention ofthe
co operation of the Disciples of Christ
in Qnlarie, beld In Owen Sound, Juno
.10, 1890, the undersigned committco
waa nppointed to prepare for publica.
tion o paper on Chriatfan Union from
tho standpeint of the Disciples. Tho
oppointment of tho committeo is duo
dircctly to the facl that at tho con.
vention tho poasibility of a union be.
tween the DBaptists and the Disciples
ond-botween the Cheistian Church and
the Disciples engaged attention, Tt s
needful, also, to stato that tho Disciples
recognize no  ecclesiostical authority
over tho conscienco of Christians and
the liberty of tho churches in faith and
dlacipline, They are not achurchin the
cecleninatical sense.  Their churches aro
churches of Christ and tho couvention
is composcd of delegates from churches
and of lifeand annual members, and
its objeet §s simply co operation in mis.
sfon, educational and benovolent work,
Thia paper is, therefore, nuthoritativo
only in that wo beliovo it represents
the position of tho Disciples a8 a
people.

1,=~UNION TENDRNCIES.

Tho Disciples bail with pleasure the
growing tendencies toward union and
the consequent inquiry for common
union ground. Their work begon in a
¢nion movement, and stands, aa thoy
believe, on tho only practicablo and
possible union foundation. It had its
origin In tke firm conviction both of
the incfliciency of denominaticnal or-
ganizations {or the enlighteoment and
salvation of the world, and of the sin:
fulocss of sectarianiem ag teatified in
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frolfe. It was not intended to add
another party to thoso in oxistence,
but was a movement within tho Pres-
byterian and Baptist Churches to get
clear of tho causo of tho divisions ; but
80 decided was tho opposition that
separation becamonecessary. Now after
four scoro years, when the number of
Disciples have incrensed to about o
million und all religious Lodies havo
felt their Isflucnce, thoy have increased
veason for confidence in their position
against crecds, and rejoice in overy step
towards o breaking down of tho parti-
tion walls.

ALLIANCES AND CONGRESSES,

Thoy watch with interest tho
nmovements of “alliances ” and 'fcon-
gresses ” to abato the ovils of sect and
to scek common ground for moro
effectual religious work. Thoy rejoico
in tho growing conviction that a united
church is needfut for work in pagan
lands, and tbat tho maintaining of
sectarian lustitutions for tho mero pro-
pagation of theological distinctions
involves n vast wasto of strength that
should bo dovoted to furthering the
rea! Kingdom of Christ. But whilo

Disciples are opposed to -sectism thoy

recognizo tho fact that modern denomi-
nationalism, though un-Seriptural and
anti Seriptural, had {ts origin inreforma-
tory movements in attempting to comeo
out of Tabgylon, ¢ Still thoy {osist
that the return from Babylon cannot
bo completo so long as rival and jarring
sects are found in place of tho ono
Catholic Apostolic Church of primitive
times” (Our position,)

As to union botween Disciples and
Daptista tho committeo seca no reason
to hope for & near union, though ap-
proachics havo been made and tho desiro
for union cxpressed by many. Dis.
ciples cannot entortain any conditions
of fellowship moro excluaivo than thoso
existing in tho virginal conatitution of
tbo church as found in the Now Testa-

meat.  The prevailing Daptist position
{s that Disciples do not teach regenera.
tion and that they are not a regenerato

abacnco of tho fruits of rightcousness
in their lives, but beeauso they do not
teach tho Baptiat theory of regencration
which is erected into o teat of ortho.
doxy.

BAPTIST TIIEORY OF CONVERSION,

Disciplea undnrstand tho Baptist
theory of conversion to rest fundamen.
tally on the doctino of total hereditary
depravity,  Logically this demands the
doctrino of miracunlous regencration,
Falth ia tho result of regeneration and
is conscquently miraculous. Tho know.
ledgo of forgivencss is attcated expati.
rientally in tho fecliogs oftholndividual,
Baptism [ ** becauso of the remission
of sins.” As long ae this theory, inetead
of faith in Joaus, s made & t-at of
regeneration and of fitness for baptism,
oud as long as Baptists bold this theory
between them oud Disciples an a test
of Disciplo orthodoxy, there ean bo no
union. Disciples reject all thecrics an
non cssential to salvation and asbacricrs
to union. They would rather bo right
with the Woerd of God, though con-
downed by tho creede, than bu orthodox
with tho creeds and condemned by tho
Word,

Disciples hold with the Scriptures
that ol) men are sinners, that the Word
of God i tho instrument of regeneration
—(*'Being born again, not of corruptible
sced but of incorruptible by tho Word
of God which Jiveth and abideth for
over”): that the Word must bo heard
and be belioved in tho heart; that
quickened and convicted by the Word
g tho instrumeot of tho Spirit they
muat turn and scok lorgivencas; that
forgivencey is the act of God in viow of
tho sinner’s tursiog; but tiat the chango
of heart and purpose wroight in the
jndividual is not tho ovidenco-of for-
giveness, and that ho is not instructed
in tho Word of God to lock for it within
kimself but in tho definito promise
of the Word of God—* Ho that bo-
lioveth and is baptized shall bo saved.”
Changed and repentant and trusting in
tho blood of ¢leansing, ho appropristes
in baptism tho promised forgiveness,
making tho prowise hisovidence. The
apostlo Peter in opening tho kingdom
of heaven on tho day of Pentecost,
when multitudes were © piereed to the
heart” by the preached word, said to
thoso who wero turning and seoking
pardon for their ains: ' Repent and be
baptized everg ono of you in tho namo
of Jesus Christ for tho remission of ain,
and you shall receive tho gift of the
Holy Spirit,” Acts ii. 38. Disciples
do not teach baptismal regenoration as
Baptists represent them, but that
Laptism is for remission, or is tho seal
of romission {n tho divine promiso to
Him in whom regencration has slrcady
accomnplished & chavgo of heart and
purposo. If tho heart bo not given up
in faith and penitenco baptism is a
wcaningless form. ' Hodocs not merit
it (pardon), nor procuro it, por carn it,
but appropristes what tho merey of
God offors in tho gospel.” (Our pozition.)
Boing ** born again of water nud of tho
Spirit,” Disciplea cxpect to sea tho
fruits of regencrstion in tho life. Bap-
tism is nowhero said to bo becauso of
tho remission of sina, Whon Baptists
mako faith in Christ, aod repeatance, o
suilicient Stuess for baplism, ons of the
barricrs to unlon will bo romoved.

UNION WITH TIHE CIRISTIAN COURCI,

As to union with the Christian
Church, Disciplés hold with them tho
Seripturen ns tho only role of faithand
practico to tho conclusion of creeds,
bat in accordance with that rulo muat
rejoct tho practice of admittiog all to
fellowship on the uncertaln term of
Christian choracter. It s Jisble to

admit moro than the Scriptures admit,

peoplo, This fa not becauss of the!

becauso it oxacts less.  The baptired
snd the unbaptized, or the immorsed
and the sprinkled, and ho who rejocts
tho water entircly may all bo admitted
to {ollowship; and we seo no reason
why tho Unitarian as ‘roll as he who
bowa before tho deity of Jesus may not
onter also,  The sinner in coming to
Christ is not supposed to havo a Chris.
tian character. 1is test is faith in
Jesus and obedienco by the Gospel.
Christian character belongs to thoso in
Christ, and they are to bo retained and
received overywhere so long as thoy are
layal to Him, With, as woboliove, an
un-Scriptural basis of followship wo do
not gco our way to union.

IL.—UNION OQROQUNDS.

Wo “beliove” unfon of all is possible,
but it cannot be secured by a federa.
tion of sccts, as somo want, nor on a
theological lasls, as others want,
Neitbor of these would be Christian
union but soctarian, prescrviog in ite
constitution the originel causo of divi.
gion. When the temple of God arises
in her reconatructed beauty from the
ruin of centurics ft will bo on a founda.
tion cternal as tho years of (iod and
purged from tho causo of hor present
shame, Sectarisnism must not only
bo felt to hava ovils within it, but
itsell must bo s¢on to bo a sin to be
repented of and put away bLefore the
cburch can be rastored to her original
placo and power.

The Church of the New Testament
was not denominations) nor woa it held
together by ecclesiastical power, nor
did it stand on a baasls of theological
doctrino ; but it was s apititual beather-
heod in living union with Cbrist,
Tho individuals wore oue among them.
selves because they- were ono with
Christ. This woa called “ the unity of
tho apirit,” consisling of “one body,”
animated by “ ono spirit,” and looking
to **ono hopo,” unif “one Lord,”

“'tho wholo cqunsel of God . .

unto whith nothing is at any time
to bo added whother by now rovelation
of tho Spirit ar by tradition of men.”
Tho Now Hampshire Confession, which
contains the Baptist faith, declares tho
eamo sufficlency.  Hero then fs catholio
groand as regards a rule and standard
of faith, Disciplos insist that o crecd,
whethor Nicene, Westminster, New
Hampshiro or other, 83 o symbol of
faith and test of followship, becomes of
equal, if not paramount, authority with
the Word, and by Lecoming an expon-
ent of tho Word the right of privato
judgment is destroyed and tho ability
of tho Scriptures to interprot them.
sclves {s practically dented.  Dieciples
insist on going back of all creeds to
Jesus and tho Apostles *“and taking
up things an tho Apostics lefy them,
that wo may stand with ovidence on
tho samo ground on which the Church
stood at the begioning.”  Disciples do
not afirra that ccclesiastical history
and tho doveloped theology of the
schools bave no valuo, but thoy insist
that thoy have no authority in deter-
winiog o basis of union.

ORIGINAL CREED OF TIIR CIIURCIL,

{2) Gulded by tho clear authority of
tho Scriptures, wo learn that tho
original creed of the church was not
doctrinal but personal, and that it had
but ono articlo—=that ‘¢ Jesus was tho
Cbrist, tho Son of the living Ged."
That Jesus §s the nbject of faith for
salvation, Ho Hiwsclf declarca:  Dost
thou beliove on the Son of God?”
' Unleas yo beliave that T am He ye
shall die in your sins” *“I am tho
way and the truth and tho Jife.,” * Come
antoMe . . . ond I willgive you
rest”” ¢ ife that beliove on Mo bath
overlasting life,” *“If I bo lifted up I
will deaw all men unto Mo.” * What
thisk yo of Christ, whoso Son te Het™
wax the question Ho pressed upon. men,

confessing ‘oo faith,” end ecknow-1, 4 amrmed that tho Old Testament

ledging “one baptism” ond over a"iScriptum teatiGied of Him
Life :

flowing from tho Mving head through|
tho spirit, which dwelt within the body, t

was the " ono Fathar,” Eph, iv,

to overy membor held them in a glorious

fellowabip. Tho prayer of Jesus was/|

“ Search
tho Scriptures, for {n them yo think yo
have eoternal life, and thoy aro they
which testify of Me.” When Poter
confessed, in reply to tho question of
Jesus aa to who Ho was, that ho was

to thisend: * That thoy sll may bo onedyy o Chriat, tho Son of tho living Qod,

a8 Thou Father ert in Mo aad T inf
Thee, that they all may bo ono in us,”|
John xvii, 21,

When the barriers of creed aro re.
moved and tho spirit of party cast outy
by the apirit of Christ thero will bo one- |
ness of followship,

II0W UNITY CAN DB RESYORED,

(1) Tho Disciples ineist that, as
hutan creeds have destroyed unity,
unity can be restored only by destroy-
ing buwan crecds and confossions as
symbois of faith and tests of fellowship,
and restoring to §ts rightful place tho
Word of God as an all-suflicient aud
alone-suflicient ruls of faith and practico
and rovelation of the divino character
and will.  This suficiency a affirmed
by the Scriptuces itself, and being tho
voico of God should bo accopted. “*Thoy
aro ablo to mako theo wise unto salva.
tion through faith that s in Christ
Jesus, All Scripturafsgiven by inspira.
tion of God and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for corrcction, for
instruction in righteousnce. : that the
wan of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto overy good work,” 11,
Tim, iil. 15-17. This is tho funda.
rocotal position of Portestantiam, “The
Bible, I say—the Biblo only, is the
religion of Protestants,” says Chilling.
worth, “ Tho Scripturea astho rovealed
will of God,"” is tho Grat essential of
unity us set { rth in tho declaration
adopted by tho Houso of Bishops of the
Episcopal Church in 1887, To this thoy
add the Niceno Creed and the histori-
cal cpiscopato, which destroya tko value
of tho first cesential, Tho Westminstor
Confesslon afirma tho Scriptures es

fi.- ‘0

Jesus declared that He would build His
church on this Rock of His divinity.

Tho Goapels were writlen to prove
thia fact of Ilis divinity. ' Theso
things aro written that yo might believo
that Jesus is tho Christ, the Son of God,
and that belioving yo might hava lifo
through His name.” —John xx. 31.
When the Apostles woro sent to preach
they wont not witha system of doctrinal
statements for men to beliavo, but they
preached a personal Saviour, and asked
faithin Him, “That is tho word of
foith which wo preach, that if thow
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and beliove in thy heart that
God raised Him {from tho dead, thon
shalt bo ryved,"—Rom, x. 8.9,

Tboso who bolioved end confessed
thia faith fn Jesus wero without any
quostisning as to doctrinal fitness admit
ted to baptism, and they who rejected it
were themselves rejected, If Ib be
objected that this one article is not
enough wo anawer: () that it was
counted cnough by tho Apostles; (b)
that no humaa erced over constructed
was suflicient to excludo error.  If bad
men wish to eresp In thoy will do so
under any creed.  They crept in under
the oyca of the Apostles, {o) It is the
straightest and yot most comprohensivo
erced ever framed. Men may assont
to theological opinions with degrees of
allowance, but thero s no room for
doubt in confessing to tho divino Son.
ship of Joeus, It is to beliove in His
divino personality as the Sor of God,
and in His redomptlive work as tho
Christ, the only teacher ia our ignor.
suce, the ooly priest to atons for onr
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gins, and tho only King to rule in our
lives. This erced {3 tbus not only a
divine crewd in its formula, but in
character, Wo trust In and bring our
slns to & divine Person. Faith in Him
trusts Him for all that Ho is, all that
o has done, and all that Ho promiscs
todo, Thials & creed that will nover
wenr cut or change—''Tho same ycster.
day, to-day and forever.” On thisall
tho sinful raco can gather into o brother-
hood of peaco and love and grow up
jato perfect men,  Saysa distinguished
writer: “ Get men right nbout Christ,
and Christ will get them right about
overything olso.”” It is trus that tke
divinity of Jesus is held in all tho
evangelical creeds, but no ono of thein
gives it the prominenco it bad in tho
ptimitivo church, and which tho Dis.
ciples givo to it, This divine creed
must bo restored to ita original place
and power in order to union.

CIIUNRCII DAPTIAY,

(3) In tho New Testament church
baptisin was, along with the ono Lord
and ono faith, au csrential clement of
tho unity of the epirit, and this must
bo restored to ita Now Testament placo
and mcaning. That this was the im.
wersion of a Leliover in water in tho
name of the Lord is ovident {8) from
tho New Testament ftsclf, which makes
ita burial of tho beliover into the death
of Christ, Now Testament baptiam iz
an act of faith setting forth impressive.
ly the beltover’s * putting on of Chris,”
in whoso death he serks rzuiission of
sins. * Yo aro all tho children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus, for o9 many of
you as havo been baptized into Christ
bave put on Christ.” “Therefore wo
aro buricd with Him by baptiam into
death, that ko a3 Christ was ratsed up
from the dead by tho glory of tho
Father g0 wo also should walk in naw.
nees of lifa” Uaptism tostifies of o
[ scparation from tho past life, of remis-
sion of sins in Christ's death, and is
thus tho scal of forgivencss in Christ's
namo; (b) {rom baptizo, the Greck
word from which “bLaptize' comes,
which according to  lexicographbers
wcans immerse ; (¢) from tho tostimony
of tho ablest writorsand commentators,
as Wesley, Luther, Calvin, Mogheim,
Schiaff, Megyer, Conybears and Housen,
Geike and others.  Disciples, thorofore,
insist that any othor teaching and prac.
tico than the boliover's iramersion fan
departuroe from tho original inatitution
which in order to unlon must be restor-
ed to its original place in tho gospel,
As all concedo tho Seripturalness of this
baptisw, hero is catholio ground «hich
can bo occupied by all without surren-
der of coneciencs by any.

TESY OF FELLOWSILIP.

(4) The word of God, the divine creed
and tho beliover's baptism restored to
their rightfol place and authority,
continucd loyalty to Joaus or Christ
tan character should bo tho only -tost
of fellowship within tho body as it was
in tho beginning. Erroncoue viowa
and opinions may bo held by =omo
subjeet to corzection and instruction as
in the Now Testament charch, bLut
thoy should not bo made a test of
remgining in tho body., Liberty of
opinion, as long as it s held subor.
dinato to faith, may bo allowed on the
old maxim: “In faith, unity; in
opinion, liberty ; and in all thinge,
charity.”” With respect to the Lord's
Supper littlo need be maid, In the
primitive church It formed no casential
jn “the unity of tho spirit,” and no
doctrinal standing was o test to its
privilege. It wus not o sacrament
under restriction &f tho church, but
was 1 loving feast opon to all disciples
who atood in fcllowship with Claist,
and was kept ovoery Xord's day in
momory of tho absent Tord and look.
ing for Ilis returp, X Cor. xt. The

unity of tho spirit being restored the

— -




