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througli the forest for niany weeks.
Hunta was rnaking lier usual observation
of the road froo unider bier twisted fingers
when a horseman clattered up, and ivantedý
to know if he cotild have some supper
and a night's lodging. 1'I can oxily give
yOLI a dlean bed in the loft, and a plain
supper," answvered Hunta in ber humble
mianner. "XVeII. be quick about it ; 1 had
an early dinner," said the stranger, leaping
ftom bis horse, and stretching bis legs as
tbougb lie were tired frorn long riding.

It did not take Hunta long to see tbat
tbe traveller wvas dressed in the finest of
r.îding coa&-s, and his horse fitted up with
such trappings as she bad neyer before
seen. Hunta hurried in to make supper
ready and kept bier watchful eyes on hirn
tbrougb the little window, as bie swaggered
around the yard wvith Ludwig at his hieels.
She saw that hie frequently put bis hand on
one side cf bis waistcoat, as if to be sure
sometbing wvas there, and she knew what
that nieant. it was a sign that had neyer
tailed yet.

At supper hie sbowed hiinself very
friendly ; asked if the old mar. -.as bier
husband, if she did flot firad tbe forest
lonely, and if sbe bad any children. Shie
told him she had one son; and hie asked
hber more questions in such bearty, simple
fashion tbat, in spite of bis unprepossessing
appearance and the ugly fringe of red
heard around his chin, and the Ia*nky
hair that fell over bis colla-, sbe wvas led
on to talk more tban she had for many
years.

Sc, while she watcb?-d him sip bis mnuaZ

of milk, she toid bim how Erfurt ivent ta
Sopdorf tq make bis fortune; and what a
splendid lad hie was, with curîs aIl over
bis bead, and sucb a gril) in bis jawv andl
bis bands that hie had cracked nuts with
bis teeth ever since bie wvas five years oki,
and conild tbrow any man in the marker
town.

The strariger's eyes tw'inkled with
amusen.,!nt at the old wvoman's simple-
bearted bragging, but bie soon seerned to
luse interest ini it,. said hie began. to feel
sleepy, and would talk again with bier
rcbout bier son in the rnorning. So Lud-
wig carne to show hirn th~e way to the
sleeping loft, and it was not long beliore
the littie hut wvas as sulent as one of' the
trees of the forest in which it stood.

in mne morning Hlunta sent Ludwig up
as usuai to go througb the forrnality of
calling ;je guest. Be had been gone
only a few minutes, when sbe heard *-ne
shrill, terrible cries bie always. made ivhen
hie wvas frightened. She clarnbered bastily
uip the ladder, and found Ludwig wild-eed
and trembling frorn bead to foot. He
pointed with horror, flrst at the fringe of
red beard and wig of lanky bair that now
lay u>n the floor, and then at the dead man
extended lifeless on the cot. Hlunta sawv
at a elance the close.cropped curly hair,
the poiwerful jaw, and bandsomne, good-
natured mouth, and threw berself upon
the body with a heart-broken cry of
anguish. Shê had killed bier own son.
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