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A SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION
OF CHILDREN.

We are often asked if we Yo not undertake
the protection of children from abuse. In
requ, we may say that we have often done so,
although it is no part of the work for which
we were organized,  Incases where thereisno
one to look after them, we have done so 3 but
from the limited means placed az the disposal
‘of the Society we arc only able to attend to
extrume instauces,  Are there not some gen-
tlemen who would asociate themselves for
‘this work? Tt is very much required in Ilal-
ifax. and cases are scen daily ‘where such a
sodwty could exert influences for gond.

Wothing appeals so forcibly to the sensibili-
ties of the humane as tjustice or eruelty in-
flicted upon those who are meapable of de-
fence. It is the unamimous verdict of Jurists,
that nu cvime ismore deserving of swift and
righteous judgment than cruelty toward very
young children, whuse innvcence and utter
defencelessness constitute their surest protes-
tion, except in the minds of the most deprav-
el. The entire helplesstiess of a child exposed
tosuch abuse is most piteous. It has been
ushered into a world o} whose ways it knows
nothing ; it has no voice that can penctrate
other ears than those within itshome ; nocon-
sciousuess of the existence of kind hearted and
sympathetic persons, and no power tu doany-
thing but suffer. Help may be within its
reach ; but it doesnot know the fact, and <o it
submity in blind, enduring agony, to the
misery which crushes and consumes its life,

The man who thus persecutes a child is a
wonster  The innocenes and purity which
<harm other persons, and which were declared
to be the mode] upon which the most perfect
character should bLe formed, have no influence
upon such a man; he peiceives only the
weakness which makes tyranny casy and safe,
and o he fills with terror and despair zhe years
that should be full of joy and gayety.

It would be the sll)ecially of such an organi-
zation to step in and place a “shield between
the hard hand and its helpless victim,” and
put the offender, when the circumstances war-
rant such a precedure, within the custody of
the proper officers of the law. It would be
the province of such a Society—to receive
and carefully investigate cases of cruelty or
neglect of children, that may come to the
notice of any of our citizens. Laws already
exist for the protection of children, but the
police force is necessarily occupied with the
gravest and most obvious cases of cnme. No
friendly or powerful haul is espeaally dele-
gated to rescue these little unes from lives of
misery and danger, place them under the
shield of the law, and when natural protection
has failed vr hias been transformed with bru-
tality, to bring them, by order of the Court,
under the merciful care of some infants or
orphau home, or other sanctuary provided for
the desolate and oppressed, It would be no
part of its duty tv intafue Letwean parent
and child, gnardian and waid, master and ap-
prentice ; but only when relations of authority
and of trust have heen grossly violated, to
make that appeal to Courts of law, which the
subjects of its compasion are tvo younyg and
helpless to make for thamecdves,  This field
of ighor iy, inmany respeuts a peculian and
delicate one.  Whileats officers should faith-
fully undertake the investigation of any

charme «f triwelty against children, it would be
cqunily their duty to sift the evidence, to see
before giving the charge the slightest publicity,
that no matice urked therein that might work
harm to any percon whatsoever. Surely a
creature created in God’s own image is as
worthy of the care aml attention of mankind
as is the britte creation.
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S PG A INFORMATION.

We want this Jounyal circulated througout
the length and breadth of the Province. Who
will assist us by getting subscribers and mem-
hurs to the Sucicty I Remember that this is
not publizied as a cutumerdial uneertaking,
buat tllmt w nay be ¥all of une mind, having
compassion onc of another : love as brethren,
e pitiful, be courteous.”

Ratway Coxprerors AGENTS. —By the kind
})crmi«ion of I. Pottinger, T J, Lynsky and P.

nnes, Esquires, all comluctors oa the Interco-
lonial, Western Countics, and Windsor and
Aunnapohs  Ralways have heen appoiuted
agents of this Society. This will embrace the
whole Province of Nova Scotia. Qur agents
have power to interfere in any case of cruelty
that may come under their notice, andif
pecessary, to give iato custody any person
offending against the laws, In cases where it
may seem (fcsirablethey will communicate by
telegraph with the Seeretary at Halifax, who
will inmediately respond. — Agents will short-
ly of not already in receipt of them) receive
full mstructions as to ther duties, and may
depend upen being warmly and firmly sup-
purted by the Socicty in any action that they
may take fur the proper carrying out of its
objects.  Members of the Parent Socicty and
branches are requested to give all authorized
agents assistance in carrying on the work, and
farmers and the general public are kindly
asked to 1cmember the following, which we
published last month :

Tying the Leys of Animals.—It cannot be too
widely known that tying the legs of any ani-
wmal or fow] 1s contrary Jaw. The “Cruelty
to Ammals Act” says: * Whosoever beats,
siaws iitreats, abuses or tortures ”’ any am-
mal, +hall be liable to certa.n pumshments.

Ijuring Animals that Stray on to on¢’s Pro-
perty.—Until recently it was thought that the
owner of land had a right to shoot, mai., or
abuse an animal that was trespassing there-
upon  Cutting, wounding, shooting, or in-
juring cattle is a felony, punishable by im-
Priconment in the Penitentiary, for not Jess
than two years, nor more than fourteen, It
does not matter whether the fence is good,
bad, or indifferent. Trespassing animals
should be impounded or an action brought for
damages against the owner.

Cattle and Sheep toyether in Cars.—1It is il-
legal tu put cattle and skecp in cars together
withuut & partition separating them.

Catte and Sheep w Bz Cars.—1t 13 1llegal
and cruel to pu.t sheep and cattle in box cars.
The practice will be stopped. The fact that the
doors are left a short distance open is not
suflicient. This simply creates a current across
the car. Lot anyone gret nto either end of
such a car when loaded with cattle and they
will very soon get out again if not overcome
by the impure air.

Hoysing CATTLE. — Farmers and others
would do well to look to their winter quarters
for cattle. Wintering well goes far towards
summering, Warmth saves food, Failing to
provide proper fooll and shelter is an offence
againat the law, Severdl persons were finett
last winter for keeping animals in unfit placts
and for starving by withholding food.

New Braxcues.—~Truro and Kentville bave
formed branches of the S P. C. A., reports of
which are given in another column.

ACKNOWLEDOMENT.— We return thanks for
“The Humane Appeal” published by the
Ohio State 8 P. €. A, “Our Dumb Ammals”
frotu the QBoston Sotiety, and  The Animal
World  from the Royal Society of England,
We have also received the annual report of

the Newburgh, and Georgia, U. S., Societies.

Fouxp GuiLty.-=At the sitting of the St
preme Court, at Kentville on Monday, the
2oth Oct., Walter Scott‘ of Avongort, King’s
County, was found guilty of cruelly and mia-
liciousfy cutting and maiming a youag heifer.
The jury recothinendetl hims to inercy on
account of his old age. He was prosecuted by
the 8. P. C. A. His conviction should prove
a waring to others.

SurreME COURT, HALIFAX, 24TH Ocr.—In
the case of the Queen vs. Isaac Sallis, Crawford
Wallace and Lawrence Phillips, for malicious
cruclty to animals, the jury retired .at ten
minutes to five, and returned into Court ata
quarier past eight last evening, On the fore-
man stating to the Chief Justice that the jury
could not agree, and that there was no pro-
bability of their doing so, His Lonlslnp-ex-
pressed himself to the following effect : “You
are the third jury at this term in Halifax that
has not had the courage to return a verdict
in the face of ample evidence. Yon are dis-
charged.”

Tne Ferurk oF TRE CANADIAX Carrie
TraDE.—There is likely to he an immense
business done in the cattle export trade next
year. There is no_appearanee of the restric
tion which England has placed on the impor-
tation of American cattle being removed, and
we now learn that that restriction may possi-
bly be extended to sheep as well. The vete.
rinary surgeon in clmrg; of the Levis cattle
quarantine, says tbe Montreal Star, is of
opinton that the cattle trade next year will
exceed that of all previous ones, and cattle
exporters in Montreal and Toronto. are said
to entertain a similar opinion. The exporta-
tion of horses, 100, is on the increase, while
we sce by the telegrams that “an enterprising
dry goods firm in ‘gl‘;ebcc has commenced ex-
porting potatocs to Europe.” Then we notice
that the Great Eastern is to Le employed in the
cattle trade between America and England ;
and all the indications point to these new
brauches of our export trade es rapidly in-
creasing.

S1. Jony, N. B.. ANXD CHARLOTTETOWN, P.
E. I, are constantl:v asking for the formation
of 2 S. P. 2. A. W.hy does not some one take
thelead? We shall be pleased te give any
assistance or-informat ion for the formatipn of
such a Society




