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On March the n th last, Dr. Roome, M . P.,
gave notice if thw following resolution. in the
H1 buse of Conimon, : " That in the opinion of
this Ianuse, the time has come wlhen tue Federal
Governmîent should estallish a central floard of
Health, with 't responsible head, for the pur-
pose of educating the people in health imatters,
preventing the spreai of disease, and perfecting,
as far as possible, the return of vital statistics."

The question of a Dominion llealth Centre
had been discussed consid"rably during the ear-
lier part of the session, by most of the medical
members of the H ouse, but the session was niear-
ly half over before Dr. Roome fully decided to
n ove in the inatter and bring the sul ject btfore
the House. Then before the motion could
coume up for consideration, so many other in-
tions baving been previously on the list, the
session wasdrawing near to a close, and although
a number of the medical members had in a man-
ner organized, laid out plans and were prepared
to press fully the necessity of z Federal Health
Organization upon the IHouse, as any new mea-
sure brought in 'near the last of the session,
when the desire of the members is strong to get
through with the work and return hone, rarely
receives duel attention from the members, it
was at length wisely decided to give the pro-
posed inovement the best chance of being well
received by the House. and accordingly it was
put off till the beginning of next session,
when it will doulbtless be brought up early.

It is, we understand, the intention o. nedi-
cal inenibers, on both sides of the Hose,
to press fir aI Department of I Iealth and to en-
deavor to have placedi undler its control ail sub-
jects which relate directly to the public health :
such as a system of healtih statistics (including
besiles the nortuary returns, not from the en-
tire Dominion but froi large number of cen-
tres-A system of reports on prevailing diseases,
epidemics,&c.)-as a basis- the quarantines, ad-
ulteration of fools, diseases of diomestic animais,
the sanitary requireAients of the dairy interests,
&c. As indicated in Dr, Roome's resolution,
the Department as proposed would le largely of
an educational character, and would leave co-
ercive measures, for the most part if not wholly,
as at present, in the hands of the municipalities

and provinies. A 11)gienic Laboratory for in-
vcstigatlin ilnto the cr -s and origin of disease
would lie in esential f such a Departirnt.
Indlceed thiis s much needel in c.nnection with
the chief analysts brarnch of the Inland Revenue
Departmient.

AlthoigIh in Dr. Rotmes motion, the words
"liard of lealth"are use, it is not, it appears,
intended that the organ:zation shall partake of
the nature of a board, but that there shall be an
Advisory Committte associated with the Depart-
ment.

Never before, we believe, has there been such
a feeling aroused amang the medical members of
Parliament as to the necessity for some central,
responsible body to look after the health inter-
ests of the Dominion. Much good will doubtless
eventually come as the result of this movement,
and the public are to be congratulated upon Dr.
Roome's action, and upon the fact too that
there is apparently entire unaninity amongst the
medical members of the House in relation to it.
We believe Dr. Roome will be backed up hy
the strength of the profescion in the Com-
mons and laIter, by tbat of the Senate, which is
far from inconsiderable ; while we have no
doubt that the profession throughout the Do-
minion vill give all possible encouragement and
aid to the good work.

TiHE LABOR CoMssION has completed
its work, it appears, and bas no dioubt laid] a
foundation for soie bseful future Legislation.
It touched upon the health of working men, but
only very briefly. It can hardly be that the
Conmiis.ioners were fully famîihar with the ef-
forts beiîg made in Great Pritain for promoting
the health of the masses of the people or they
would have :.id gieater stress on this first es-
sential of the working man-health-and given
more consitleration to the importance and means
of promoting tlis " poo- man's capital.' Pure
air being the first essei ail of health, it is of
the first importance that every family be pro-
vir..d with suchi a dlwelling place and sur-
roundings as shall secure to the occupants of the
dwelling pure air always, and in abundance. As
an illustration of the value of such dwellings,
we may point to a recent report relating to in-
dustrial dwellings in London, Eng. In 209 of
sucb tenements, with a population of 1,021 souls,
the death rate last year had been only 79 per


