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came te live nt Pierrefonds in three
contiguons bouses, situatcd, in the Rue
du Bourg. Twenty of these persons
we attacked witb typhoid foyer. The
wator consumed ln these bouses came
from under a stratumn of dlay, which
was covered te the depth of two or
throometres with very poi'ous sand. To
get this water, it wvas only nceessary
te dig boies in the form, ef' wells.
Jnder these conditions, the neighiber-

hood oU the weils to the leaking cess-
pools i :is.ured the permanent mixing of
excei e n ti tial matter wvith the wvater
sorving for domestic use. On the other
band, wvhcn hcavy rains came on, the
ivater from the roofs diluted the matter
la the cesspeols, carrying it into the
surreunding earth. Twenty days after
each beavy rain a newv centre eof typhoid
fever broke out in one of the tbree
bouse. The water, therefere, appeared
reaily te have been the vehicle of infec-
tien. But, in order to demonstrate
this fact, M. Brouardel requosted Dr.
Chantemesse, director of the Bacterie-
legicai Laboratory etf the Facuity of'
MXedicine, te, examine it. Ia that bc-
lenging toe bo iuse whero five deaths
frem typhoid fever had oceurred, MM.
Chantemesse and Widal feund the ba-
clii, considered by Eberth, Gaffy,
Artaud,Cornil, and Babes as pathogcnic
eof this disease. They wero unable te
discover these micro-erganisms in the
watcr from any other weIl in Pierre-

fonds. With the view et establishing
the specific character eof these bacilli,
the.spleen was punctured with a disin-
fected trecar, in patients suffering from
typheid fever, on the tenth day of the
disease. The drops et' bieod thus ob-
tained gave risc te colonies et' bacilli
identical with those in the water fromn
Pierrefonds, the nexieus nature of wb ich
was thus conciusiveiy preved, wbiic at
the sane time, according te M. Pouchet,

it wflB very free frorn organie, matter.
This latter observation shows that the
bacilli may live for a long time in the
ground.

ln the report eof the above it is stated
that, in France as in England, poliuted
drinking water is being every year
more clearly recognized as the niost
ordinary efficient cause eof typhoid fever.
In Canada, as we have no such special
officiai investigations, we can only sur-
mise thaut such is the case-that polluted
drinking water is the most commnon
cause of this disease, which destroys
the best of lives, commonly, at the most
useful age. But what physician doubts
that such is the xnost common if not
almiost the sole cause of this prevalent,
fatal disease ? The remedy tben, the
sure preventive measure, is not dîfficuit
of application ; and it is largoly in the
bands of the municipal heaith authori-
tics. In many lecalities ia this coun-
try the preise conditions as te the soil
exist wlîich existcd in iPierrefonds, and
where such do not, other conditions or
formations may be but littie, if any
botter.

We would urge upon health boards,
even those in the townships, te iflsti-
tute a systemn ef inspection, and to
endeavor te persuade or compel house-
holders to look after their well watcr.
It must be remembered that chemical
analysis will net reveal the infection eof
typhoid ; and it appears that the infec-
tion uiay escape detection by the micro-
scope. The enly certain preventive i8
in avoiding the possibility et' contami-
nation by doing away with ail collec-
tions of exereniental matter. When we
think of it, tt seems indeed a marvel
that the human family ever fell into
the habit of allowiug such collections
,of filth as of the.universai privy vauit.
This must be strorigiy cendemneci
everywhere. There are but few hcads
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