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MEDICAL TERMS.

The Amer. Medical Aso'n meets anualy
and at it medical editers meet as Amer.
Med. Editers Asoc’n. When they met at
Atlanta, Ga, in May, 1896, Geo. M. Gould,
A. M., M .D,, of Philadelfia, editer of an
important medical jurnal and two justly
popular medical dictionaris, red a paper
in which, says the Dewtal Digest, he pled
long and ernestly for gradual adoption of
simpler speling, that must come in time:

“specificaly, the microscopic molifications I
urge ar:—

‘1. Abolish in English words arcaic, unnecesa-
ry. baothersome & and ce supl nting them by e.

9. Ceas ading tautologic -al to adjectivs having
alredy one adjectival sufix -ic—alredy done in
thousands of words; finish the job. As, prosaic
for prosaical. )

3. Drop the useles hyfen in words whose parts
ar derived from clasic languages. In ten thous-
and words yu hav alredy done so; fiuish withi the
rest. Retain the hyfen in such compound terins
as express a singl idea by two semifused English
words, especialy when both ar nouns; as antitoxin
(not anti-toxin), culdesac, postmortem, ventrofix-
ation, etc. Keep the hyfen, bocaus necesary to
avoid confusion and dout, in earet-spoon, hart-
murmur, skin-liseas, sleeping-siknes, etc.

‘4. Drop useles -te from caret, brunet, fourchet,
etiquet, cigaret, etc. Yuhavalredy loptitoff from
cutlet, doublet, quartet, quin et, sextet, septet,
rake-, minuet, fillet, corset, stylet, tourniquet,
bouguaet. ete.; finish the job. Cut off useles -me
from inany words, riting program, gram, ceuti-
gram, etc., jus: as alredy we d: telegarm, ana-
gramn, diag am, epigram;let’s mnake an end ofit,

¢ 5. Uze fi:ures insted of speling out numbers,
at least above ten.

“ 6 Anglicize foren terms when a goodly propor-
tion of yur readers wil not understand them in
the ori inals. Uze italics as litl as posibl; uze as
few for :n words and terms as posibl, becaus the
vast majority of yur audien-e canuot understand
them (even if yu do); and be:aus ther is a deal of
sily conceit in airing exotics of speech.

‘7. As to chemic terms, accept recomendations
of Am. Asocia’n tor Adv'c of Science, which, after
years of d spasionat investigation  advized drop-
ing fin 1 e in bromid, iodid, bromin, iodin. atrop-
in, quinin, etc. Say fenol for carbolic ac 4, glyc-
erol insted of glycerin, ete.

* 8. Abolish dier ses and accents. They cannot
teac.a pronunciation: they ar useles lugage. Let
us rite oophorectoiny, covperation, ptomain, leu-
komain, etc., without the dieresis. When a foren
word is Anglicized let nus d» it completely, and
nut drag into our domain exotics of foren habit,
leaving it, e. g., neither Enulish nor French. To
poets leav the acute, grave, and circumtiex ac-
cents, foren to the spirit of our tung.

“Finaly, consider the source and secret reasons
for oposition to the foregoing. Ignorance— colos-
al, imperturabl, impertinent ignorance caracter-
izes much of it. Read, e. g., the leters in the'Brit-
ish Medical Journal’ from core-pondents (n t ed-
itorial uterances, becaus the editers no beter,
and hav publicly advized droping @ and w), and
yu wil see these objecters havn'c studid filolugy
five minuts and liv in an antediluvian world.

“Again, yawil v.ry o'n find thesecret intfluence
of the comercial medical publisher at work. He
publishes a c¢ictionary comited to old ways, then
prints jurnals and books in the arcaic language
[word-forms] of hisdictionary. It means expens
and los of money to him in very many ways to
hav his “‘authoritis” suplanted. Not only can ther
be no valid objection to such simplified speling,
but ther ar many good reasons for its use. We
maust get out of this thraldown of foolish, dificult
and heterogeneos speling.”

It is hard to kik against both unreason-
ing ignorance and sordid interest. Dr G.
cannot do a Dbeter piece of work than to
get medical editers and publishers into
line. Chemists hav come into line thru
eforts of Asoc’n for Advancement of Sci-
ence; geografic terms hav been much rec-
tified in speling by action of Geografic
Societis. Let medical terms be bro't into
line with those of chemists and geografers,
Dr Gould shud “finish the job.”

OBITUAKY:—D. P. LINDSLEY.

Davip PHILIP LINDSLEY, born in 1834, died at
his houe in Spring
“Yale, near Stamnford,
-iConn., in March last,
Jafter a few weeks il-
es.  He graduated
t Union College and
semiuary, as a so of
he Harvard Divi ity
chool, was a clergy-
nan in erlier life,
-Jhaving charge of a
&2 ngregationat Men-

¥ lon, Conn. Later, he
N levoted himselr to
lfachygrafy, of which
.6 was inventer. It
< a syste nof fonetic
hrorthaud with vow-
W :1s and c¢onsonants

ritn cun,ointly: ther-
fore a variant of Fonograf.. As its org-n he pub-
lisht The kRapid Writer. after 1881 calld The Short-
hand Writer.

LixpsLrey was of refined caracter, scolarly
tastes, aud hnmane sympathis, devotedly atacht
to the caus of haman education, a life-lony, sel.-
deuy ny, a :tiv worker m all tho't to be for the
baterment of his feios—an intensly ernest, indus-
trios and enthusiastic reformer, so much so that
he was ofn stird to the boiling-over point of in-
dignation at the apathy of peopl, ortheir slownes
to accept or act on what seemd to him s plainly
to their advantage, if not their duty to adopt.
We hav to rhank The Phonografic Ma azine, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, for the ilu-tration of his features.

For speling reforim1 LINDSLEY acumplisht two
pieces of good work: first, amending speling Ly
owisions and ¢ ranges in certn clases of words
specified by rule—resulring in the 24 Joint Rules;
second, with help of Mr E.Joues, B.A., Liverpool,
he asembld the Ceatenial C nvention for four
days in August, 1876, Prof's B- ard, De Graff, and
Hagar also signing the original call. This result-
ed in the formation of the american Speling lie-
form Aso -iation, and in 1879 of the Euglish one.
A second meeting took place at the Franklin Iu-
stitute, Philadelfia, in October, 1876. He was cor-
esponding secretary and tresurer for the asocia-
tion, d ‘ing for it a great amount of corespond-
ence and other work unpaid. This was in its er-
lier years; later, he was les activ. In The Rapid
Writer so far bak as October, 1869, is found the
firs' germ of the Rules in an articl ent tled “The
Speling Reform.” It sugests, first, riting head,
dead, tread, ete., hel, ded, tred, ¢te.; second,
omiting final e from have, give, live, etc ; third,
omiting u from -ous in serious, glorious, various,
etc. t e ads “This is the first step. The Rapid
Writer vegs the privilege of conf rming to the
analogis of mother t ng.” In October, 1872, he
givs the same rules with list of words afected ex-
t nded to include thuse in -ile, -ine, -ite, -ive, as
facil, examin, infinit, nativ, etc. In October, 1874,
he isued Four Steps, most of which hav proven
acceptabl He did not advocate new leters. Al-
ways a fonetician, but conservativ, he hoped




