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ASHES INSPECTION.
THE PR4OPO5ED N~EW LAW.

w lBhbave not yet seen the text of tisis billwisich it
ls intonded te lay before tise Legisiatare during

thse present Session, but we uaderstand tisat the object
is te cempel a more faitisful inspection cf Ashes than
la afleged te have been the practice heretofore. If
sncb la the latent of the bill, and if it lesframed se tisat
it la likely te produce this resuit wlthout becoming
lrksome te eitber thse manufacturer or buyer, we hope
it will becomo Iaw. Jadging, bowever, from what
we have beard of it, we ver>' mucb fear that tbe con-
ditions which it seeks to impose with regard te in-
spection, are of sncb a nature that it wilho very
difficaît te have tbem faitisfully observed. It la cor-
tainl>' the interest of botis the manufacturer and the
consumer tisat Ashes shipped from tîsis market
sbeuld ho faitbfuhly lnspected and correcti>' branded.
No matter what we ma>' mark on a barrel of asises, thse
consumer will only pa>' wbat it la reall>' wortls; tbe
brand is merel>' intended te indicato tise opinion cf a
competent judge witb regard te thse qualit>' cf tise
article which tise barrel contains. Ia transactiag
business wlth a foreiga country, a trustworthy mark of
this klnd bas been found of great advantage, especiali>'
te the seller. Looking at the matter from tisis point
cf yiew, it will appear cf very littie consequence whe-
tiser the standard of inspection ias "tee bigh' or
01tee low ;" the great object la te have the standard
agreed npon-whatever it may b - faitbfuhhy oh-
served. Thsis muat be obvieus te ever>' one wbo wil
give the matter a mement's consideration. The brand
ia a declaratien of tise qualit>'; and if the article turas
ont inferior te what the brand represents, it is a breach
of faith with thse huyer. Tbe great ebjcct, therefore,
la te bave thse inspection and hraading faithfülly
mnade by competent persons; and judging by the higis
character wiich thc Mentreal brand maintains in
foreign markets, wc cannet but tbink that this object
bas been already attaincd; for wc cannot agree with
Mr. Henshsaw

5 
wben besasys, tisat the bigli standard ia-

sisted upon "lfirat built up, and bas since, for fifty
years, maintaiued tbe character of cur hrand." Ne
set cf raies or laws, bowever goed, caa efl'cct anything
unless the>' are put in practice. It la cnly thse faitistul
observance cf sncb rulos that will accemplislisthse de-
sired oiject; hence the erdcring cf a particular mark
te be placed upon a particular barrel cf ashes te desig-
nate tiseir superior or inferior quahit>', ceuld noer ac-
cemplisb aaything. It wwas a more or ba8s faitbful
observance of the miles laid down for marking tbnt
gained fer the Montreal brand tise higis repute whicb
it encys. If tise preposcd law la calculated te raise
this reputation, it sbould and will be biailcd witb satis-
faction by ail interested la thse ashes trade; but, as we
before observed, if its provisions are cf sucis a nature
as will render it irkacme la tise practical workiag, it
is far more ikel>' te defeat tise end whicb it bas la
view than te accomplisis any geed. We heievo that
these remarks will secommend tbemselves with pecu-
liar force te man>' cf our readers. Who bas ever
made a rulb for tise management cf bis business or
domestic affaira, but found that if toc stringent, ita
ver>' trngency-wiserein fita virtue miglit ho supposed
te consit-entirel>' neutralised ita effect b>' reuderiug
its wosking impracticaisie.

Now Ms. Henshaw, la referring te a particuhar clause
ef tise proposed bil, says: Il'This clause requires tihe
inspecter, before pronouniclng on thse quaaity cf a
bars-eh cf asises, te make a thorougis examinatica cf ia8
contenta, and ne longer te guess at thse qualit>' b>'tise
appearance cf that portion wbichu fiast meeta bis eye
on opeaiag tise bead of tise barrel." This la ail ver>'
wehb; it la cal>' justice te tise manufacturer as well as
tise consumer tisat tise persan appointed te Ilsit la
judgment" on tise ashes sbould make a thorougis in-
spection hefere affixing tise brand. If an Adc f Par-
liameat is required te accomphisis thia cbject, tise
sooner we bave iltihe btter; but we must confesa r
Inabilit>' te reconie tise Ilcareles"I mode cf inspec-
tion wbici tise necessit>' for sncb a law woald impl>',
witi tise assertion made b>'Ms. Henshaw furtiser on
la bis letter, that IlCaaada Asis doservedi>' stands
"biginlatise markets cf Britain and tise United States,

Il-..- and thia; pre-emineace le due te tise maicnten-
"anceeof a standardfouad te be qite attainable;" and

n3othing -1coald ho more disastrous la lis effeots than
'aitering la an>' degree (for btter, or worse, we sup-
"pose) tise standard whichinlatise first place hut Up,
«andhA= since, for fifty gears, m<inta4ned thse c/saaac-
"tes- of ou braasd.'l

a Oneot the CommisSe.appoinWe by the Bowrd of Tradte prepare
the bal.

If the character of the Montreal brand has been go
well maintained, and is so much appreciated in the
British and United States markets, why the necessity
of making a law which may, as we have said, by the
very stringency of its enactments defeat the objcct in
view? We are the more disposed to aecept this view
of the case by reading Mr. Henshaw's letter; for in
referring to the saine clause of the bill from whicb we
have quoted, be says, "lThis clause also provides that
when a barrel is found to centain, say thre-fourtba or
upwards of flrst quality, and a small piece of inferior
sort has been put in to fil up the barrel, the whole
shalifnot be condemned, but the small inferior piece
shahl be removed and put into a barrel of the same
quality." ' l the Committee who prepared tlîis bill
seriously of opinion that this clause, if it becomes law,
will ever be carried out? and if se, do they believe that
it ls at ail likely te improve the quality of Canadian
Ash, and se facilitate the trade, whieh we presume to
be the primary object in view,-will the knowledge
that, however many sorts is put ln the barrel "lto fil
up," it will bo fixed ail right when branding, ho likely
to Iead the manufacturer te observe that careMunes
in packlng which is absolutely essential.

If the object of the promoters of this bill is honestly
what they profess,-and judging by tihe bigh character
of the gentleman who have it bande, we cannot enter-
tain a doubt on that point,-we sincereiy hope they
may succeed; but the matter is of such grave impor-
tance te a very large class that we tbink it advisable
-in opposition to Mr. Henshaw's letter-to place the
other side of the question hefore our readers.

The manufacture cf Ashes ls one of the great sources
from wlich the Province bas for a long time, and is
still maintaining berseif ; and it would be most unwise
te rashly interfèe with the system of inspection and
branding of so important a product, which bas worked
well for fifty years.

COMMERCIAL LAW.
~{ANY of our readers will remember the case of
ILMorris Lumle>', once an extensive merchant in

Toronto, who swindled bis Englisis and Canadiais
creditors to a very large amnount, it le believed to tise
exteut of $200000. It will be remembered that lic was
capiased in Lower Canada and brouight te Montreal.
Thse jndge before whom be was broughît made thse ver>'
unexpected decision that as tise dcbt on whicbho
was arrested was an English dlaim, it should be cen-
sidered aforeigrs debt, and on this ground Lumiey w~as
discharged. Ever>' one unacquainted witb the tccb-
nicalities cf lasv was surpriscd that any Englisis obli-
gation could bc called foreign; but se it was, and not
a few cf our friends in Montreal and Toronto lest a
pretty penny b>' the dcciien, for Lumle>' got eut cf
thse Province witis bis ili-gotten gain, and thse creditors
have neyer received a cent. It seems tisat tise lawyers
in charge cf tise case, however, were unwiliug te
accept this decision; and thougisne practical advan-
tage to the credîtors would result, it was determined
te test thse validity of the decision for future guidance,
and the case was accordingly carried te the Court of
Appeals. As willbe seen by the felewing, obligingi>'
furxishod b>' a legal friend, thse judge'a decision is
sustained:

IlIt bas been recenty decided la the Court cf
Appeals at Mentreal, that a British creditor bas ne
right to arrest bis debtor resident in Lower Canada,
even on cause sbewn b> tise usual affidavit, that tise
debter was immediatel>' about te abscond firamtise
Province cf Canada, witb an Jutent te defraud bis
creditors, and that ise was about te secrete bis property
witb a ike intent. The ground on wihs this judg-
ment was based, was, that lnasmucb as it is laid down
by the statute, wisenever it ls proved that the cause cf
action arose in a foreigsu counstry, any part>' arreated
shail be discharged from custody; and as la this case
it bad been preved that the debt bad been cOntracted
la Eaglaad, wiicb, la tise opinion cf thse majerlty of
the Court, within the meaning of tise statute, wua

Lforeign countryh, that tiserefore tise arrest was illegal,
;and that the debtor muet ho discbarged from custody.

IlIt wold be well for Britishs merchants te bear in
mind tisat, as regards Lower Canada, tise> bave ne

iremedy by arreat agalaît their debtora, cven when a
Lgroscase cf fraud las siow."1

We presume that tise matter cornes wlthin tise Jure-
diction cf thse Provincial Legislature, and if tisere lis
any disposition te protect the Interesta of Britiis mer.
chanta wbo are selling goods, and sapplying on credit
two-tiirds of our entire Importe, some provision
should be made la parlisment te that end.

It isad heen previonsi>' ield tisai Barisadoes wua,
fereign country witisin tise meanlng cf tise statate; and1
no doubt tise same view would ho takea wlth regard.
te tise otiser Britiis colonies.

ABOUT GLASS.

T HE total value cf tise glass and glaaaware importo&-
late tise Province, amounted la 1862 te S866,886;

and for tise first saîf cf 1864, te 8166,889. These
figures are sufficient te show tisat glass is net tise loast
important item cf car importa, and seeing tisai tise
balance agaiast tise country' for asat year lase.o
ver>' large, it wiii flot ho surprising if we occa.sonally
ask tise attention cf car readera te tise home manufac-
ture cf an article wbicis draws annal>' eut cf tise
Province se considerahie a sum cf moneyi-nearly baif
a million cf dollars.

Last spriag a Canadian cempan>' was erganized for
tise manufacture cf glass and glaasware. Thia comý
pan>' ncquired a tract cf land on tise Ottawa, near Point
Cavignel, aud baving erecied furnaces, storehonsea,
wcrkmea's cottages, &c., cemmenced la October, wlth.
a staff cf about a isundred bands, to blow glass. Tise
material for makiug glass, whicb abounda on tise
Compan>"a land, was found t e hocf a ver>' supenicr
qualit>', and tise bottîca, &c., wicb bave already been
prcducod at these works, bave been prononnced b> tise
trade te ho ful>' oqual te those imported. We under-
stand tisat over SM0 wortis cf glass la turned eut
monthi>', and doubtiesa this wilho largel>' la-
creased, ferlan eider te meet tise constanti>' increasing
demand for tise articlea maaafactured b>'tise Ceom-
pany', il bas been found necessar>' to increase tise
capital te 6M,000 on whicis it is said a dividend cf 10
te 15 per cent. will ho paid out cf tise earnings cf tise
first >'ar.

This shows wbat es-dinar>' entes-prise can accomplisis.
If tisis compan>' bas iseen successful, wby sisould net.
other cempanies and private individuals ho equall>'
succesaful la otiser parts of tise Province?

It would ho weil if a large number cf persons at
prosent eugaged la tise fruitiesa taek eofercing tzade
wisore it is already oves-donc, would emplo>' their
capital and capabihitios ia tise manufacture cf tise va.
M-oua other articles for wiich, ike glass, tise ceunir>'
afferds groat faciities. B>' judiciens co-operatica, tise
manufacture of sucis artic!es mùght ho cars-led on te an
ludefialto extent, and lihe large protection dut>' cf 20
per cent., berides freigisi, insurance, &c., la faver cf
sncb manufactures, would undoubtedi>' secure a ver>'
bandsomo return on tise capital empleyed; while tise
whole country> would ho largel>' and permanentl>'
bonefitted b>' sncb operations.

If tise wisole cf tise glass and glassware censumed la,
Canada during tise ast ton years bad been manuac-
tured at home, tise iahiities cf tise Province would
bave been leas to-day b>' tbroe or four millions cf dol-
lars, and ibis large suma would bave mates-lu> and
directi>' benefitted tise artizan, wbe would bave recoiv--
cd a large portion cf it la tise shape cf wage@, tise
trader wbo would have received it in oxcisange for bis
wares, tise farmer te wbom it wouid have been paid for
wboai, eats, petaios, &c., and tise manufacturers wbo
weuld bave earned tise profit; la faci, tise wisoie Pro-
vince wouhd have derlved henef t from tise circulation,
of 80 coniderable a auma cf mone>'.

We sincerel>' hope tisat tise manufacture cf glass ma>'
steadil>'increase. Sncb entes-prises deses-vo encourage-
ment from ail, fer all as-e enefitted b>' tbom; consumera
cf glasswau-e should give a decided preference te home
manufacture; tise>' will ho stadyiag their owa interest
and aise tise Interest cf tise Province In doing se. Eves->
imposted bottle we purc/sa8e la a positive loss te tise
country>, wbihe ever>' bettle cf Canadian manufacture
wisicis we brea5k 18a sure and certain gain. The former
incroases cas- iahilities, tise latter encourages eus-
manufactures; and te ihese we muai ho hargel>'
lndebied for car future prosperit>'.

We hope tise Canada Glass Compan>' wili send t0.'
tise Dahlin Exhibition a specimon of tise silicious rock
fs-cm wbich tise glass is made, as well as samplea of
tiseis- manufacture.

Trade Sales.
Tux Tuado sales b>' Auction, made b>' Messrs. John

eLeeming & Ce. will alwa>'s bho fund at tise head cf
.tise Final'CoLtYmu on >tiseL"ST PAGE; and as ,Tise
LTu-ado Rovlew " reacises all Meusrs. Leeming t Co's.
àcustemers, tise>' wll discontinue their usual Trado

Circlar.


