
The Boy Samuel

THE BOY SAMUEL -Decenîiber 14, 1l'M'.

1 Samn. qS 6-14. Study 1 Sain. 3: 1-14. Coininit to inemnory vs. î-10. Read 1 S.1i1. chis. 1-3.
6 Ani the LoinD callcd yt agalin, mi'ul.Ad other limes, Samn'uei, Sam'uei. Tiein Sain'uel an-

Sain'uel arose anid %vnt to E11 and s4ild liere ati 1 ; swered, Speak ; for tliy serv-ant hoauretît.
for thou didst paîl inte. And lie tiuiswercd, 1 affed Il And the Loin> said to Saiu'uel, leliold, 1 '«111 do
nlot, illy Soli; lie downi againi. a tlîing fli IsMel i wiil bo'l te cairs of evcry oîîe

7 Nowv Sain'uel did not yet kiîow the Loin>, neither that heîîretlî lt sld tluîgie.
%vias tflie nvord of the Loiti> yet revealed who Itini. 12 Iii t(lit\, 1a I will perforin agailist E'!! ail thingB

s joid the Loiti> cîiiicd Saîtît tii iîgiin tli.third wvhieil I have p ken conccrnIng bifs îouse : t wbeii
tine. Ani lie itrose 1111(d Wveîlt 11 El, nid eaid, Hiere 1 begin, I %viii acIsoinake an end.
<ini 1 : for îiîoi didst caii! me. And Elh pereivedl 13 For 1 have told hlmii that 1I wlll judgc bis liouse
tt the Loiti> had ceild lte child. for ever for the iixiquity Nvich ho ktioweth; because

9 'rierefore Elh said iitîto Sauîrnei, Go, lie down ; lis sous 2made liîemseives vile, and hoe restralnod
and lt shld ho, if lie cal! thec. thaI Iliou shaht say. titei not.

Loeîko;n for tlîy servanît ieiirvth. So Samiutei il And Iluerefore I huave c%'orn, nuito thie bouse of
%venit and lay dovii iii bis place. E'!!, that tie luioulty of Elli's house shall fot bo

10 Aîd the imu> camne. and slond, and *1lled as i Pîîrged wvil sacrificc 'uo- )fi-riiig for ever.
Revised Version-' F roua tîte beginîîing even uto the eud ; 2 Did brlng a ourse upon tlîeunseives.

EXPLANATION

Coe.anection-From. th,~ cbarluig story of Rutlh wve
pass lu thie story of Samuel, w'bo -%vas born. at Rainait,
or Ilainatliaim (cli. 1. : 1) about four, miles froln Jerur-
salenti. IHaviiig boit givcîî lin answol t i prayer (: :11)
bis unotîter Ilantiali dedicated Ijin. to God in te
templle ut Shiioli (Josît. 18 :1,) %vichl was about 17
miles fromt Jerusalei, auîd Nwas the centre of the
religions %vorslîip of the llebrews. Our lesson tells us
of iti incident in ii l ife ut Shiioi %wiieii twelve years
of lige.

Eh. itbe luigb priest, %vas growing oid and leeble aud'
ti. ? clîld Samuel %vas asslsting hlm by pertornuing little
services Iii the temple <V. 15.) It %vas a wicked age
and no message bad corne from God for a lonug lime.

Samnuel Eroughî zo plh the HIgh Priesh.

oue nhghit God spakze to Samuel; but ho nalurally
thouglit it wvas Fi calling and rau to sec Nvlat lie
Nvantei.'d

0. Cailed yet agaln:- repoatiug the caîl ef v. 5.
EIi's sense of iicariug wvas failing, or the volce %vas
revealed *a Sauelî aloute. Eitîher supposition -%ill
aceolunt for te tact ltai the high priest dld not hear

thecail. Samuel. Tbe namemeans"«askedof God,"
for hewas Civen Ia ansuver toptayerch. 1 :11. Samnel
arose, etc. Prompt and obodontno loileriag-fiae

qualilies lu a boy. Thou didst cail me. ]ge dld
not yet kuiow G(lod's , nd uîîitnrally thougltthat
it w'as El! ivlîo called blim. I called not I %vas
puzzllng; but lie doos uiot argiue or complailu. Ho
promply obeys, auid retuns to bis bcd.

7, 8. ]DId not know the Lord. Ho kiîew lm
l heart aiud life and loved 10 obey Hlm, but lie (lid

uiot knoiv His voice speuking to hlm as a prophet
The thfrd time. Samnel thouglu iexperieiiced,
wa ready auid wvilling 10 obey, and God repeats is
message. ER pereeived; that it wvnsa divine mes-
sage. Ho bad received a message froin God through
a propbet notlong belore, ch. 2:* 27-36.

9. Go, lie down ; and wiait for God 10 give Ris
message. 80 Samuelwent. SNoteagainlus obedi-
ecc both 10 Ehi and to God.

10, 11. The Lord came and stood. It Nvas
more than a volce. It n'as a personal presence, Gen.
18: 1; Judgcs 6: 12. Asut other times ; an on the
two former oceasioi. I wil do a thlxîg in In-
rael. Il was ho ho a publie calamity, for people and
priests had sinnod together. Both the ears. .
shail tin2gle, so frightful ivas the eoming punlsh-
mont, 4: 12-18.

12. In1 that day; of publie calamity. Ail
thlxîgs -whieh I have spoken; by his servant In
ch. 2: 30-36. When I begin. It %vas twciity years
boore the b)lo%' feîl. I wWi make an end; w!!!
performi i tboroughiy.

13. I have told hlm; and, tberefore, hoe wva-
wvithout exetuse. Willjudge; pasjudgment upon.
Ris hanse forever. Utis familyw~ould becoine ex-
tinet. Made themselves vile; or brouglit a curse
tipon theinselves. He restraiued thexa not;
though gcully reproving t'iem (2: 23, 24), yet lho did
not exorcise proper aulborily over thein. They
îuhould bave been expelied froma tbe prlcsqtly office.

14. 1 have sworn. Their impenitence had fixed
Ilîcir dooni. :Parged; washied out iib. Sacrifice
zior offering. Noue of the usuai fornis of sacrifice
%vould sufilc to atonle for Iheir sios, for they wvîre
guilty of most awful imunoraliies. For ever. IL lra
one of the fearfol things about sin tbat ils results ro-
main so long. Oflen long alter the txtuspressor bias
hlrnsell pessodl away, those wlîo corne aller hlma suifer
for his mlsdeecl.

Lessoii XI.


