
this world ; not "riches," but the deceitful- lence of the sermion, thut. produces good
ness of riches. The only îvay to, get a crop resuits. Said the Puritan, Henry Smith:-
in t.borny ground is to get it ia early. By " As little birds perk up their hicads when
the tiue the thorns showv themnselves the tlieir dam cornes ivitli meut, and prepare
g'rain is alrnost safe. Let parents and Sab- hi ek otk t tiigwosa
bath School teachers !av this; to heart. catch 'most, sQ, you are boere like birds and

Intogoodground, v. 7. Thiequialities wich we the dam, and the word the food. They
such hearts bring to the hearing of the which are hiungry for the wNord Nvill strive
gospel are these : Attention : they "heur"I ; for the bread cast arnong thora and think,
meditation -they CCkeep "; obedience :they ' This is spoken to me, I have need of this.
"1bring forth fruit with patience."' (See Çonifort, go thou to rny feir; promise, go
Luke 8:- 15. ) thou to mny distrust ; threatening, go thou to

licar y/e therefove, v. 18. It is close and nîy security, and the word shall ho like a
pe0a erig à R thun the excel-) perfuie, which bath odor for everyon.'"'

rnu thea o it_ cnailis, those uppeur to, sur-
oeivmng oiVdoing somoe good. vs. 1, 2. pass ail worth, and niake IL difficult for us

The most skilful of ail teachers, j(.sus to be satisfied with their glory. HoNvever
adapted lus mnethods to 1-is audience. v. 3. attractive in forin iuny be the parables of

Satan always bas some agent ready to
snatch the good seed froin our hieurts.
vs. 4, 19.

Many a fuir appearanen- wilI îîot endure
the testing tinie. Ys. 5, 6, 20, 21.

Thorns spring up, but the good seed inust
be sown nevertheless. Ys. 7, 22.

Good bearing is as needful as good preach-

Constant hearing of the gospel witbot
oboy3ing it hardons the heart as constant
traffie the pathway. v. 19.

Persecution is the test tfiat distinguishies
between true joy and false joy. v. 21.

The word and the worId cannot dwell In
the sanie heait. v. 22.

The good ground is needed as well as the
goodl seed, if tlielre is to be fruit. v. 23.

'f

Onie lias said of the payables of Jesus.,
"The more frequently and attentively we

apply ourselves to, conisider theni, whether
as a whole or in their separa.te parts, the
miore are we filled -%ith astonishment at the
perfection of their formn d matter. They
'a1wavs appear to, me like a lovely casket,
ii-d in the handsonest style, of the nîost
attractive ornainonts; but -%hlen the key is
put into, our hands and we open it, and see

Jesus, and however iniivting, when consid-
ered only as spocimens of poetic beauty, the
truth contained in thein is stili more glorious,
for it is the truth whieh makes blessed, truthi
leading to, divine felicity through the hiope
of eternal hife. Whiat Luther said of Scrip-
ture in gonieral, that it is a gardon of God,
with many beautiful trocs full of the rnost
preelous frnit, and though hie had often
knockced upon the bougbls and got niuch
fruit into bis lup, yct did hoe continuall' find
new fruit, as often as lie souglit and knocked
-a. a.in-thiis may be said more especially of
Its parablos, in i wh1icli is treasured up an
inexhaustible store of instruction, consola-
tion, wari-nii and admonition. Thir -meazi-
ing is richoer thai-i the sea ; no one bias ever
drunk out its fulness. Ever%, now coxîsidera-
tion of them, discovers to us new relations,
gives new solutions, sprouds now light over
the affairs of the heavezily Kinigdoim."

The Germans call tlîis parable, " The four
kinds of soul," ain excellent titie for It. The
stress is laid, not, on the chai-acter of the
sower, or the quahity of the seed, but upon
the fitness or unfltness of the soul to, yield a
burvest. The Jewish rabbis, like our Lord,
usçed to divide their hearers into four classes.
"Four churacteristies,"1 sid one of thera,
CCdistizîguish tiiose who, sit iii the presence
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