
tion Vo Assyria. in the ishape of an alliance Vo
which Syria <.under Rezin) Ammon, Moab,
Edom, and the Philistinces, acceded. The tiret
move wae Vo put one of his own party on1 the
throne of Ahaz in Jeruealem.

Aliaz sent tribute te, Tiglath-Pileser Vo bring
him upon Pekah and Rezin. Damascus anti
Sarnaria both foll, and the two kings were slain.

Deinascus became the capital of an Assyrian
province. Samaria seeme only to have been
saved by the existence of an Assyrian faction in
it whose head became the new king Hoshea.

Nosheat was one of the beet of the kinge
of leraoI, but it je one of the awful conie-
quences; of sin that it leade the nation Vo a
state when the beat man in it cannot save it
from destruction. IV muet have seenied as if
a revival of religion were corne, when men went
upon Hezekiah's invitation in numbers from
the Ten Tribes Vo celebrate the Passover in
Jerusalem (2 Chron. 30), but whsther this re-
vival was vain because due to fear of misfor-
tune and noV faith in God, or because it was
now too late, it did noV avert Vhe end. When
Tiglath-Pilezer died and Shalmanezer IV, his
succe8sor, was busy sujgpressing rebels,
Hoshea refused him tribu ,elying on the
help of Egypt in case of war. This brouglit
the Assyrians upon him. He was slain.
Samaria was besisged for Vhree years and
taken (72-12 B.C.) by Sargon, Shalnianezer's
succeseor, and the kingdoni of Jeraei became
a mere name.

Sargon in his monuments thus confirme the
story of the Bible: IlI beeeiged the city of
Samaria. 1 carried off 27,280 citizens. 1
chose 50 chariots for niyself fromi Vhe whole
number taken ; ail the other property of the
people of thetewn 1 lsft for my servants Votake.
1 appointed resident officers over them and
imposed on Vhsm Vhe same tributs as had for-
msrly been paid. In the place of those talhen
into captivity I sent thither inhabitants of
lande conquered by me, and ixiposed the tribute
on them which, I require from.Assyrians."

Secret of the Fali.-
(a) There was a reason for the fait. Whsn

you remember ThraeI, few in number and
simply armed, brought out of Egypt, mnade
conquerors; of a land full of fenced cities ; aud
you se an Israel strong in numbers and in armes
carried into exile, you feel that there ie a
roason for the difference. God made it, by

forsaking them. IV ie no accident timat a
nation goes Vo ruin-that tho Roman Empire
should crumhle and fait, that, Spain of the
Armadit should dwindlo Vo mnisfortune, or
israel be carried tu exile~. 'Gd rWI-l-estitC-
world, rneting out justice Vo the nations for
theiè sin. IVI is hie that bringeth the princes
Vo nothing. Ro maketh ths judges of Vhs
earth as vanity."

(b) The cau8elof thle décline may be said Vo bse
imimo>-alily and selfi81ne.ss.

The blood of the murdered on ths hande of
so mnny of the kinge, is only an indiention of
Vhs selfishness and sin rampant among ths
people. Amos and Hosca tell us of priests
guilty of blood, of Vhe poor oppressed by Vhs
rich, of drunkenuess and worse things at the
religious feasts. Thc poor wvould haVe thocir
oppreesors and refuse to dis in battIe Vo save
Vhem. The peojele -4would noV esteem a mur-
derer king nor follow him with a courage that
could conquor. Luxury and debauchery had
weakensd the peoplè, in body as in mind, and
bravery was no more found ln the land.

(c) Tlhe t.ue cause-idelatry.
*The Word of God gives a truer reason than

thîs lest. The selfishuses of the people had its
cause. Theyliad ceased Vo wo'-ship the only
true God in simple heart-felt devotion and
service, thsy allowed Vhs ivorship of idole,
sensual and devilish in character, Vo tako up
their nminds, and the sensuaflsma and devîlish-
uses o! thcir gods passedl into their own char-
acter and lives,-as they will and muet with
every man-and paved the way Vo muin.

Such a sinful peoplo was no longer capable
of having a part in IIod's work of redemption
but muet be set aside. More, their very sin
deserved punishment. H-ence the catastrophe.

NOTES ON TEXT.
V. 9. DId secret$-.-Uuder cover of ths

worship of Jebovah dhey intm-odueed idolatrous
practices.

Agalnst Cod.-Tlie secret of Vhs faIt of
lerael. Their aime and lifo viere coutradiotury
Vo God's aime. God's thoughtswsre noV. their
thoughts, neither tbeir ways God's ivays. Any
man ai nation thus againet God muet perieh.

High places.-AVars lu groves on highi
places.

At tbis perlod in Israel's hietory high places
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