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WOULD YOU BE HAPPY? i
"“Who would not *"—Ilappiness is the ;
desire and aim of all men. The desire is §
instinctive. Every man—every child is conau~ S
ous of its existence and its influcuce. ;
moves every mind, snays the emotions of every
heart, governs and controls the actions of
every life. We are formed for happiness.
The creatures around us arc all happy, and
whether they soar in the air, or browse in the
meadow, or swim in the lake, the river and
the ocean—all, in their several spheres and to
the full measure of thcir scveral capacitics,
arc happy. Man possesses capacitics and
powers far supcrior to theirs, and it was the
design of the bencyolent Creator thathis enjog-
ment should in kind and degree correspond to
these. But are men truly happy >—The uni-
versal history of our race shews that they are
not. Observation confirms thistestimony.--The
past esperience and present consciousness of
my reader furnish to himself conclusive evi-
dence of the melancholy fact. You are not
happy.., You are healthy, it 1uay be—You
have food to cat and raiment to put on.—You
are not a-stranger to the comfort of a home,
the solace and the sympathy of friendship,
the cndearments of domestic life, the multi-
plied advantages of social intercourse, and the
‘manifold benefits resulting from cducational
attainments. To you, history unfolds her
ample page—Poctry pours-forth her melodi-
ous numbers—Scicnce reveals her rich resour-
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ces—and art cxhibits, in endless variety of
forms, her fascinating mimicry of nature.
But still you arc not happy—>No, and if these
sources of cnjoyment were wultiplicd a t”.ou-
sand fuld, and ecach a thuusand tines more
cupivtis, they could not sccure to you that
inestimable Loun.  * Why 2"— Because they

; could nout fill the capacdities, allay thic anxie-

ties, and mect the antiviputed desting of the
human mind.—Must you then, my reader,
ought you to desist frum the pursuit, to forege
the hope of happiness? No - this were to
resist the first law of nature—to do violence
to allthe iustincts of your constitution—and to
counteract the purpose and the will of God. He
has graciously provided the tacans, prescribed
the micthod, and furnished all the requisite
facilitics for attaining all the enjoyment which
your most cnlarged capacitivs can Jdemagd—
your most elevated and cxpanded wishes can
desire.—Morc than twenty years have rolled
away,since the writer--in the capital of Russia--
becameacquainted with aman whohaddevoted
all the energies of a great mind, and all the
sympathies of a benevolent heart to the mitiga-
tion of humanmisery. Hchadbeena merchant
in extensive business, but fLarful that the pro-
secution of his busiuess might Interfere with
the settled purpuse of his svul, and give to a
misjudging world reason to call in question,
the purity of his intentions—he dissolved his
secular connexions,—and gave himsclf tothe

work of ministering to tie «cmporal and spi-



