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Ahiered around the fireside, whe prom_ucd it to her
father, and simply-asked him to read it. Hetook
§t and read it-with fised atention,  Every word
was an srrow that reached hisheart,  He finshed
the T'ract, paused, remained in thought a moment,
and looking at his daughter burst i!noftcars and
said, * Davghter, bring me the Bible, 1 have
neglected my duty too longg s heneeforth T will pray
in my family.”  He kept s resolution, and every
marning and evening witnessed 1 group of wor-
shippers guthering to the duily =acrifice.  From
that day s new and brighter light shone into that
dwelling.—~American Messenger.
P

Jokes vros Scnterukc~—It i3 very common
with soine persons, to raise a laugh by means of
some Judicrous story conaected with a1 teat of
Scripture.  Sometimes it i a play on the words,
a pua ; at other times, 2 blander ; and not seldom,
a downright impiety. Whaiever be itsform, even
when tightest, it is no venial offence, leading ax it
does to profane contempt of God's word.  Those
who practise this, have never been celebmied for
geavine wit.  ‘T'he langhter which they callforth
in provoking solely by the unexprcted contrast
between the solemn words of Scripture and some
droll idea, ‘There is 1o real wit in the case; and
the dullest persons in socicty ate most remarkable
for these attenipts,

The evils arising from this practice are greater
than appearat first. It leads, in general, to irrev-
erence for Scripture.  No man would jest with
the dying words of his tather or his mother ; yet
the words of God ure quite as solemn.  Whenwe
have heard a comic or vulgar tale connected with
2 textof Scripture, such is the power of association,
that we never hear the text afterwards without
thinking of the jest,  The effect of this is obvious.
e who is much engaged in this kind of false-wit,
will cotie at lengih to havea large partion of holy
Seripture spotted over by his unclean fancy.

Beware of jesting with sacred things,  Shun the
company of any on: who practises this, as you
would shun 2 loathsome discase. Frown upon
every-attempt 1o provoke your smiles by auch
means.— Americen Messenger.
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH GOVERN-
MENT VIEWED IN CONTRAST WITH
PRESBYTERIAN.

A paper bearing the foregoing title hasrecently
been sent 10 us, and we have read it with interest
and satisfaction, not oaly on account of the sound-
ness of the views it inculcates on the jnportant
question with which it deals, but also, and we
may sdd mainly, ecause of the peculiar circum-
stances of its author, who, although trained up in
Coungregationalism, and, umtil a tecent perivd,
holding the position of & minister in-a Baptist
Church, has licen Jed by a carcful aud deliberate
cxamiaation of the ground on which he stoud, 10
reek s conncxion with the Preshsterian Church,
Ia the paper to which we refer, we have a state-
ment of the considerations Ly which hic has been
convinced of the Scriptural authority of the Prese
byterian Church Govermuent. 1lc first of all
addoces various portions of Scripture, hearing on
this question, sctting forth the impression they
bad made upon his mind, and Lringing out the
conciosions te which they scem to hisn necceearily
10 lead, and which he regards cqually incompa-
vible with Congregationalism and prelacy in the
Church. Ile thea proceeds 1o cxhibit the prac-
tical working of Congregationalism and its cifects
on the condition and uscfulness of pastors, and on
the order, purity, and peace of the Church. In
this patt of the argmnent he has his own personal
experience 10 guide him, and his olucevation of

the course of things in the Christiun community
with which he was originally connceted, The
_unfavourable results, both a8 tw purity und peace
which came under fus notice, seent to have awak-
enced his first doubts and to have prompted him to
the inveatigation of the subject, aud he-evidently
eapresses himselt-wath peenling feeling and empha-
sig when referring to the difficulties, under the
Congregational or Independent system of Church
government, of preserving-in a right aud healthy
state the relations between the.pastor and people,
of guarding against internal factions avid divisions
anteny congregations, uud unsecnly jealonsies ami
bitterness in one congregation towards another,
and especially of mnintaining any standard of
doetrinal soundness and consistency among the
pastors themselves.  But however interesting and
satisfitctory it may be to trace the course of
thought, investigation, and reasoning by which
she writer has been conducted to his present po-
sition, and of which we gladly present the fore-
going outline 10 the Church, we do not think-it
necessary to insert the original document, which
is somewhat too long for our limited columns,
wlhile its contents arc mostly such as are quite
familiar to the buik of our readers.
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WIDOWS FUND.
TO TIE MEMBE RS—OF THE PRESBY-
TERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA.

SnrriniN,—That the Widows and Orphaus of
oug Ministers are entitled to suppor: frem the
Churelr is new universally admited, it would,
therefore, be a waste of ume to prove the justice
of their cluims in-order, however 10 show how
neccssary for them such a provision is, it may be
chscrved that, with the exception of rome six or
-cight congreganions, chictly in the citics, whose
stipends range from £200 w L£400, the average
income of our Ministers dues not excedd £90 10
£95; ro that, taking into consideration the irre-
-gular mode of paymicent, the average income of
the Ministers of this Chiurch may be faitly stated
as not exceeding £65 or £70 sterling. 1t is thus
plainly impossible for thent-to lay up anything for-
their families; and if it be the ctemal ordinance
of the Lard. the Head of the Church, that < ihey
which preach the gospel should live of the gose
pely? hat “ living” most assuredly must include a
provision for their familics,

I'he recent painfuldiereavements, hrethren, with
whichs it has plezsed the disposer of all events to
-visit the Presbyters of Hamiiton, added weight
and solemmity to i ¢ chiurge devolved on tlis
Commiitiee by he Sy rod 5 aud we felt pressed in
#pirit to give it our wet serious consideration m
the eatlicst posgible pariod av which 2 meeting
could be assembled. Ve thought it desimble
also 1o ohtain the eounse and co-operation of as
many gemtlemen whthin she Presbhyiery of Jamil
ton und the udjoining Vreshiyicsies, as diztance
would permit 10 attend. A full connuitive was
thus assembled, and only one freling pervaded all
— duicnminuiion te piace the puovision for the
aitics of Mimisters on a zolid and permancut
basis, and that immediately.

1t appears 1o us that there were but theee ways
by which this could be cficcted :—

First—\We may continuc in-our preacnt poxi-
tion, and provide for each case of bereavement
individully as it occurs,

Secondiy~—\We may adopt the suggestion of the
Synod and insurc the lives of all our Ministers,

Thirdly—We may eficct our object by means|

of 3 Widows’ Fund scheme.
With regard 10 the firstsit will be easy to thow
that it is of all the modcs the worst, the most ¢x-
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travagant, and the most ineflicient. From s cal-
culation founded on- the Carlisle Tables, it may
be assumed that in four years there will be sig
deaths, &he sum suflicient to purchaee an ave-
rage annuity of £40 for cach is-£350 to £400-—
suy, £330 5 thus in- four years you will have ex-
pended £2,100, only six individual cases will have
been provided for, and you will have the same
average sum of £350 to £400 to raise at each
succeeding death.  But how is the sum-of £350
10 be aized T iF it be on the principle that each
Congregation shall-provide for the fumily of ite
deceased Minister, then in the case of sevene
cights of our Congregations this would be impos-
stble; the Congregation, therefore, Leing unable
to raize the sum necessary, must, in addition to
the stipead of the living minister, raise the ave-
vage aauuity of L£10 for the family of the de-
ceased 3 and in the ease of o large majority of our
Congregations the alternative must be—destitution
to the family of the deceased, or deprivation of
Divine ordinances to the Congregation. If you
say that cacli case ought to be met by the Church
collectively, then even this mode will turn out to
be most inctlicient and unequal. Oge case will
present features which will deeply awaken the
sympathics of all, and-the call for aid will be libe-
rally responded to; another presents no such pe-
culiar features, atouses no extraordinary sympathy,
aud the provision will be inadequate.” One or
two cases may Occur in a time of great proeperity,
when every one can afford to be liberal, and the
provision will be superabundant; the next two
may happen m a scason of great adversity, when
every onc is straitened, and the contributions will
necessarily be very deficient:  One case may be
that of 2 Minister well known 1o the Church,
living, it may be, in the neighbourhood of one or
o large and wealthy Congregations, and the
pravision will be adequate ;- anvther may be that
of 2 Minister but- little known, living in a remote
part of the backwoods, yet serving God faithfully
and peacefully in the sphere in which He has
placed him, and his family will be Jeft to penury.
Contizuing as we are, then, it is plain that the
;pind: ;_:t, ourh‘)liaiglen must gtill remain ware-
icved from harrassing anxieties ou account
their familics. Besides all this what can be m::
degrading to his feelings as 8 man, or to-his office
as & Minister of Christ, than to know that the
only means of -support for his family afier hig de-
cease, is a Synodical call for the cleemosynary
contributions of the Church? If, therefore, we
-would discharge the great duty justly, efficiently, -
and-in a-manner consistent with the digaity of the
ofiice of the sacred ministry, we cannot ccatinge
in_our preseat position ; we must adopt some
scheme by which a sufficient suppport for Minis-
tera funilies may be insured ; and be it kept in
mind that, by g0 doing, we shall, at the same
time, insure ourselees—sevenscighis of our Con-
gregations at least—againet a barden too heavy
for thew to bear.

The secand ncthod of saking this provisien is
that sognested by the Synod—to provide for
Minizters® familics by Life Asstrance Socleties.
“Fo this nrethod there can be no objection but its
expense.  The nnmber of the Ministers of this
Church is at preseat 65, whost nverage age may
be nbout 40 years. “The cost of ilicse 20 a8 to
oliain an average aunuity of £40, would be £900
to L1000, “This we unanimously zgreed was
heyoud the mcans of the Church'; nor, indeed,
hai it been within her mcans did we consider it
cither desimble or expedicat.  Jastead of £900
or L£1,000 a year, place at our disposal the cost of
one and a half yean® insurance as the capital or
nucleus of a fund—say, £1.500, give us an ordi
nary annual colicction of £250 or £300, and this
with the Ministers payments, will form a sure and
permanent _provision for all the families of owr
Minisicrs,

The thid mode of performing 1hi
is that of 3 Widaws' Fund Scheme. -ﬂ'h"&’




