46°

Ehe:-Canavian Prewbptecian Fagayne,

V.[s“ﬂ") :

:parwion for war and blood abeoths every feching, snd - this passion, fed by.
theit national cnatoms, makes them & haud of brutal exccutioners.
Description of Abamey, the capital city—Mr: Fotbes, visited Abomey :
along- with” Mr.: Duncan, i October 1819,-and again along with Mr..
‘Heeroft, in. 1850, and remained there six weeks. . Abumey contams about:
30,00 inhabitants, * Fhe caty isabout eaight milea in cicumlerence, sute.
rounded by & ditch about five feet decp, filled with the prickly acacia, its
ouly defeuce, -t is entered by six.gates, mhich”are srply clay walls®
cromsing thetond, with two-apertures, one teserved’ forthe king, the -
ie subjects,  In cach_aperiure sre’two. human
okulle; and on the ineide a pile of rkulls, human, and of all beastsof the -
-field, 'ven 1o the elephant’s. - the centre of the. city are the palaces of
Dange-lah-cotdeh and Agrim.gomeh, adjoining ; on the north stands the .
_origimal palace of Dahomey. Al the houses ate- Jow and - thatched, and .
one unly in the palace of Dange-lah-cordeh, and one in that of Cumasser,:
cant bwast of two stohies.”  The wall which surrounds the former of these”
palaces, was; 1785, rurmaunted by thowsands of human . skulls, the heads
-of captives takeni: when Badagry - was subdued. The. Rev. 1. B. Free-
of the Wesleyan Miseion, at Cape Coast Castle, saw. K
“visited -Abomey 1n 1839, In the_account of hus fitst. visit, Me. Fuibes,
naye,~ ‘The walls of the palsce uf Dange-Inh-cordel are muemovated, at’
 distance of twenty feet, with human skulle, macy of which ghastly or

naments time has decayed and the wind blown down, appy omen! |

_they ate not replaced. "W, in the account of Ins second : visit, relesning
ta this wall of skulls, and to the hope expreseed that the practice of cx-
posing the human skull was to be discontimued, he eays, * Such is by no.
-meaus the cace; in the centre of the ‘aquare stamls a-emall - octangular,
Luilding, which was now adorned with~ 14+ haman skulls, lately cleaned
and varnishied, the heada. of some. of the victims of the dreadful tragedy-
of Okeadon,” & 1own destroyed in a slave hunt, ‘Thusthere are »kullson
the gates, skulls on- the “palace walls, - skulls=on- the: pavilions :in the
- palace squares, and . in fact, shulls are the common and appzopriate oran-
‘ments. ot this elave_hunting. people, whom the avance of white men,
strading In blood, has_ degraded and demotalized. -~ .

_The Lkbahtongekbeh or Display of the King's’ Wealth.—This remark-
able ceremony, . intended 10 imprese the minda of the people with an Wdea.
of the power and grandeur of the king, tovk place on 30th May. There
‘was much show and pomp ; but the prevailing features of the scene were,
as tsual; ghastly and dhegueting. ** When we arrived in the public square,”

-says Mr. Forbea, * at the foot of the ladder leading to the palaver-house,
un each side were three human heads recently “decapitated, the blood
#iill coting ; on “the threshold of the entrance.gate was & pool of blood
from six human sacnifices, over which we had to -step, In the centre of
“the court-yard stood a crimson tent or pav fosty feet high, ornamen-
ted with embleins of humau and bullock’s heads, and vther devices equale
"ly barbarous and - diegurting, On the top was the figure of & Dahoman;
sisndard-bearer’ (or.half-heads, as.they are called, -baving: half their
-heads shaved). bearing & standard, having for a device s dkull in .8 cala-
bash, stauding on other three skulls.  Abvut the yard were many flags of
all ‘colors, some bearing, as their devices, men cutting off others heads,
and others tying prisoners.” Al the goyal, civil, and military clasees of
-the kingdom were present in gay dreses, The king's wealth was carried
o' the_wmarketoplace and back-again on the heads of between' rix and-
reven thousand persons walking i 0 - wh
king poseesned was ostentatiourly -duplayed, down even to “thuse dom
tie utensils which civilised persons studiously conceal. . Mr. Forbes g
& calalogue of the articles shown. - We- select the following as illustra
-ing the character of the people ;—Four men, each carrying on his head a
tmian tied hand and foot, and lashed in a wooden canoe, intended . for ta-
morrow's sacrifice ; eight men carrying eight other victims in a similar
manaer ; one man carrying an alligator, . lashed in & basket for” sacnifice ;
one man carrying & cat_for sacrifice ; three men each carrying- & human
skull ;:three men carrying - the - royal. stool *of : siate, ornamented -with®
:human skulls ; twenty men earrying the royal drume, .one ornamented
-with tweaty human skulls; twelve men esrrying 8 huge tub, ornamented
with_carved .men's heads ;:six men carryiug a drom, ornamented . with
twelve humaa skulls ;. twenty women - carrying drums ornamented with
“twenty-four ‘skulls; twelve women- cartying ~drums: ornamented * with’
<twelve skulls; twelve men - carrying-three-large calabaches full - of the
- skulls of kings, &c -, killed in war; six_women carrying skulls in cala
3 forty amazons armed wih- muskets; gusrding eight skull
mented bauners ; sixty. amazons, banners, skulle &c., surcounding the
.the lady_holding the title of. the royal mother ; sixty amszons, banners,
-shulle, - &e,, ding - the royal grandmother ; ten women carrying
- human skulle; two amazons carrying. each a- large koife: mounted on a
human skell ; five amazons earrying each a'shield:- omamented with ‘8
human skull ; eight amezons carrying each a baoner, the pole surmount.
ed with 3 human skall. Tlmtntlinn were mixed up in the procession
with cowries, tables, jugs, sticks, wushing
Bat . the fullowing specimen of -royal ]
more dreadful :-—** One wmbrella thet shaded' s noble princess was decor-
:ated with 148 jaw.bones ; and many of these Iadies, besides being atten.
ded by slaves carrying swords ‘and shields bnrinf these ghastly orna.
ments, carried at their girdles eachi 8 polished skull drinking cup ; these’
latier, growps did not leave the  yard, but took up their position.under
trees, and in opera style eang and danced at times.” "The ceremonies of
-the day ‘concladed with mueket dances, swerd dances, and varions other
eorts of dancer, in which the king took a'part, and was of course, greatly
applavded. -Mr; Forber, who has & -low idea of the king's wealth, says,

in procession, Every article-which the 10 “Thi

stands, and. all sort of things. |
izl female: ornament.is suill:|-

<= There was mach 10 diqgust” the white man -in the - namber of heman
- thulla and jaw bones displayed ;* but he was particulary: shocked - with
< the xight of the *“ twelve - human victims tied in small: backete, dreseed in
- clean white drcaiess, with a high 1ed cap, cartied on - the heads of their
fellow wen. Thesewete Attahpahme, a portion of a people lately subdued.,
. The. Ekquenovahtehmeh_or Theowing the *Presente.—Thie js the
“great day'in Dahomey.  Atarge platform:is erected -in 2 public square,
-wlich_ate piled cowrien, cloth,  kegeof rum, and tolls of ‘tobacco,
he oflicers and soliiers are collected in front, and for hours & shawer of-
these things 1 kept up, and ‘all scramble for them,- ‘This is the only pay.
“thai they tecaive, 1t was an extravrdinary: ecene,  * The naked multi-
“tude emitted an efil only tv d to the fetid atmosph

& slaveastop 3 and  as the. mass vscillated,” there arose & vapout Like the
sinaana ot & swamp, as’they-weee petfecily. bathed - with petepiration,
Beenlea throwing: gifis 10 the. soldicrs, his majesiy=was all- sinlcs and -
“hberality an his donations to the miniatera and & namber of others’; but to
- ho one was any [arge-sum given. Ihe: crowd can lhiave no-idea of -the
Tvum scrambled for; sl they know ie, that a continuoun shower in kept up
ifor seven lioure, and they conshder it must ‘be unmense. Even if a man
gets none, he i+ content:to’know that he_has been unfortunate ; and
“ehauld he proctaicn his -luck, he would ot be belwved, each supposing
the other to be digaining the real: quantity he has gained. .

The Human Saceifices throwon te the Mob.~The last part of the cere.
“tonics of this day consieted in throwing the human victims to the soldere,
Fourtecn human beings were - brought on the paltform carried, as befure
noticed, o ien's heads.  ** These surdy. men,” saya-Mr.. Fotbes,  met.
- the gaze of their pereecutors with & firmness perfectly wstonishing Not
a single mgh was breathed, In all my lie I never saw such coolness 9o
‘near death.”  Mesere. Forbes and Becrolt, whose -feclings were deeply
“excited, having succceded:in buying off three of the. vie ims for a hun-
-dred: doliare_each, declined . witneseing’ the - horrid : tragedy. that. was fo
follow, ‘The king ingisted on their viewing_the place of the racnfice,
“‘They looked over the side. of the platform. * Immediately under the
royal stand, within the brake of acacia busher, s100d seven or eight fell
tuffians, some . armed. with clubs, others with scimitars,. grinning hot
-tibly. As we approached, the ‘meb yelled fearfully, and - called wpon -

_the King tn * feed them, they were hungey” o
The Englich withdrew ‘to theit_seats, and ‘as they did o0, “a fear-
ful ‘yell rent the mir. . ‘The victims were held high above the heads of -
their bearers, and the naked ruffians - thus acknowledaed - the munifi-
“eence " of their prince, ~ Silence again rtuled, and the king made .
~apeech, staling that of his prisoners he gase & portion to his suldiers,
- a8 his futher and . grandfather had done before, These were- Attahe.
ms. _ Having called their names, the one neareet was divested of
us clothes, - the foot - of the basket placed on the . parapet, when the
_king-gave the upper part an impetus, and the victim fell at once iato
“the pit beneah. A fall of upwards of twelve ‘et might have stun-
. ned him, and before sense could-return, the -hesd was cut off and the.
ly thrown:to the moh, who, now.armed with clubs aud. branches,
brutally: mutilated and dragged it 10 & distant pit, where it'was Jeft.
as food for the beasts and-birds of prey. Afier the- third victim had.
thus_been sacrificed, the king retired, and the. chiefs and slave.dealers
- completed ‘the dJeed - which the monarch blushed 1o finish.*: )
is is the town 1o which there is & reference in the intelligence from -
bar, given. in this. number, and which “Mr. Becroft says has .
20,000 " inhabitants, with three - Christain chutches.. Viding
h ely. reached this . country, - that -in. the: beginning Anl‘sl\tmr,
Gezo at'acked : this town “with a large_army, - and was; repuloed witl
-severe Joss. Twelve hundred, u large proportion of whom were amas
zons, were ' left dead - before the walls, and’ the retreating army was
_pursued with_great slaughter for many miles. It is t0.be boped:that
“this defeat will break the power. of this slave-hunting king, and put &
-stop- to his exterminaling progress.. T
We may in a future number refer' more particularly to’ the religion
~of Dahomey ; and in the meantime, we-ask 'those - who have perused
- these ‘harrowing deiails, .10 obeerve what:the :slave-trade has made’s
people” naturally gentle and inoffensive, and ‘1o contider - the - wrgent
_Clnims which such a-nation has upon the -church of Christ, It.is the
“Gospel alone that.can put an efeciual ‘end to those hotrors, and’ thas
~Gospel it is in the power of British churches 1o give-to Africa, The
- English deputies ransomed three men from death—ail thanks 10 them
for ~doing 90 ; -and, oh,  it_would be.an entetprise worthy - of ‘any
church 10 extinguish for ever:these scenes of blood, and 10 make the
hed inhabi of Dah h the habits of slave-huaters,
.for the gentle, happy, and beneficent service . of the Prince of Pesce,
==Un. Preeb. Mise. Record.

AMERICAN ' ASSOCIATION FOR -THE ADVANCEMENT
" "OF EDUCATION.

‘The morning of the fourth day of the present séssion of this body, et
at Cleveland in August, was devoted to repurts on the educational affairs
of each state represented. ” We take the report of the Cleveland Herald :

Dr. A. D. Lord, of Ohio, rematked that the educations!’ history of Lis
state may be said to commence with its settlement, A plan was taken
_for organizing a college as early as 1812, and - from that -1ime forward,
colleges and academies had * been eh d and - organised time to
time, as the necessities of the country required. - |

“‘The common. school rystem _commenced with the year 1843, but the
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