
VgeeWawa crtmbjtnii iEasaptwr.
iaey on eoltrtrY tO tii. wod of Unud, and shjureit by i.NtasCv-
liats; aud-tiiere w»s no approval-o Pir.aaylry. s» a-Trptbla te &crlp-
ture, but îmnly tg in acrdanc. with thei wihea cf the peopie. OAths

tuunecemary-mnd oppreilve were aise> sa;o. uit the frecdionà of the
Chorch Cours w» greai&ty tireuniscribeîl.

On theme accounttr.-anti uthî'rv, tht' Rt'voiuu.>n *ëlient w., ai sita-
faory te mny; aitb>uia, ufwer a lonst Ks,)a.n foitlprt's!3iob nd enti rer-
ing, h -Wl. feltte bc licrli andt a pi viegc.. Ilot, at this period, the'
Churci wante.i trenzth amid camrag'. fint' a ay fidlclhyiand leil, 10 int'it,
si saight have licen dono witlaaceao arrangentent% more t' antatc.
ou% for the laterestg of ECr%tisnity.

Thi.. views of- dia defecîs of tii Rovolution etniî,wr pi'.
ulariy-unilcrsîaot andi deriareti by the Aosociate Prt-sbytîery, A lien tht'y
esgaged iu-the sim)enin work cf-rencwing thé- Cuvenants ; andl by pro-
e.dlng ta tkis, îiey conirmitcJ tbetnaclyca, hy tiacir owh nct. to the rt>-

jectieit ut tho Aevolittiou -seulement ab their-standard, anit to tic zdtop-
t- Ion .- f thé pareet tingea of their <ailier.; ani -thcy collimiîted thlaeîaoiven

iikowise, by tii. %ame met, -tu- tho-wnk of progressiv'e -uforni-itîix.
Keepin; theoé thiuigt invitw. w ,5h*ll bc prepareto lu ivé or-opita-

lon, decidudly, andi we hope maaîi.actoriiy. on tht' merits uf ticgreat con-
trovervy. which k aect i h Asgociat. .9ynod. even atAt ils tIr
meeting lu 1745, respeeting the religiouet clause ofmonte BDurgeus oatiu.

An Oveaitare waa intrciuceti ort-this subjt.ct b>' Mr. Moncriefr. I
wau reserred, howaer, for-sulasequent contideratlon. llht afterwar.la

the. aubet was fonîl sa dulilesait-anti porplexing, andi sucdtifferent
viewo wore entertalneti, thtit took two years- lu binitabýout the crisa
lu wiiicb the. conts-overoy ended-a crisis whiceiia Wseaeîingiy dissâtroux
to tiie eesson-Ciiurth, fer lu divjled-it-isn two partq, wlaich seaesrate<
frorn each-oîher, and tinuîuel separate, for more tian sevenl>' years.

W. canuot-enter iota ai .priuaao ii oarvry or is-
necessri>' W. mut: content oum.lveu w-th a getterai view. Tho fui-
lowing ts tua tenor .1 the religloniclame of tii Biargesa oati, whlch-oc-
camioneti th. dispute -

lere 1 protest before (lad, and your Lordsiiipo, thst 1 profeos andi
allow-with loir hiaut. the. true -religion- preie.atiy- professet wlthin tii
roatn, an! authoriset b>' tha lawi tiiereraf: 1 allait abithe thereat, andi de-
fend-ti. urne ta- my lites- end, rsuouncing the. Roman- religion caileti
Papiataw'

"The quiestion,» mye Dr. M'Kerrow, "Whaî i. meant b>'tii. tria. e-
ligie.presently'professtiwliiu iireaim, &c., gave-risc ta long anti
koe. discussion. One part>' luthe Synoti interpreteti thos words te b. of
miaaiimport with the. trne religion- as presentl>' profmsed andt author-

imed, &Ce, andi maintained tiat swearing ti part of the onth wu equivalent
to giving a soleunu approbationt ei thos- corruptions that prevailet in the.
Establislued-Churci, anti againat wliich the. Secession hait publici>' tt'ati-
lied. Anotlier party manintaineti tint ibis clause oi the, eat bounit thc
individul-who sworo it, te approve cf the. true religion iueifas tht wlich
w»s settieti and- professeSl An -itis reatra, but did net binti hlm ta ap-
provo of the. manuer iu which it--iight- b sottded -and -profeed ;-and
that, tiierefore, it did net require-of hum-auy approbstion ai the.prcvniling
corruptions lu eiher Churci or Stateý"

Varlnti m àeetings-of Synod were occupleti with this dispute, antd van.-
oua. proposais -made-; and it- muat- bu- onfeseed that tbe-debatea were
conducteti on-bhou aides with t0e muci -acrilmony, anti that-tii. keennees
wltii wblch each party uphled ils vlews, teudeti oni>' te slienate and oeil.
arate them heom esch other,

At- thi. meeting -of Synat inluAprhl, 1746, -the -foilowjng--motion -w»
crfried b>' a majorht>' cf thirteen te aine:-

«The. Sinod- md ubat a-swearing tiie religioes claus oisoeu Burgeu
oatis by an>yiader tieir inspection, as the. naid celause-comte-necessahi>
ta tu*s-penlod-te buet Manti applieti, dotenot agréé with iii. present
itate and circuamtances of thé- testimny> for- religion and- reformatio-n
wbich dii Synod, with tics. under thor-inspection, -are-maintàining;

pariclarl', tha-t 6de..net-agre unto, nor conuiui. wiîiu,-an-entering
into the. bond for- renewing- aur -salemon cavenants; and- that,-t - erefore,
those of tii. SoeWson caanet--furtier, witi safet>' of conscience, andi
wlthoîat glin, sWear »nY, Botrllos cadi wiîb tii. saïd, religions clause, wlaile

maters wud reibr.ace to tii. profeumena aadsettiement et religion, ceu-
*»..t si elOub-e -a reet Megeve, -ti. 8>mod land,

tiat Barg4e of the -serevslon, Who are AIlrfady rc.anecruee lu mach cmli
ghotîlî lie reqimirèJ. in caler ta îh'ir fqdmiqs-.> auto the' llo,Ml (nat renew-
ing ,ni-olimi îtuls to ntt.'nl eo1nie-rvn,. with their rpective ms.
pli,* tir sîiiCta .îî f'îfîwuili.im Pr, eont jills:l.'îîî of the' Synoti.
Aund a son'.' of ti. nok.thry hav itîhéric, taraugh inadvrîeat'y,
hèen inlr c 'n.'erninz sieh Ilutz-eme nitiai'

Tut îl'trmît tiniwo thiti, w.,i4 an c.>n'it.,yc witî the chtraeter
whielà titi, .,iè Litkcn t, aî..'if. hv anlnt. on tht' Rov,'iu.

li-on tîletinent, but inu th aerlier latni e n t* of h, rreidb) eriAn Church.
to wliîth. lia th-, N; jîtmtl C )Vonlîîl% -110 tlclecn I.,u. ani Covenant
wiii-thovy hU. lut t;- reaw..l, tb,*v adead h'rsherence, andi
front wiak!î, ai a (w e-infr fty.titir reirmitio,. thoe> capreui their
resijlutioit, thr,itii un..,t t'a nqtiaane C.onqiqtentiv wîi this view ni
the' Mittr, we - :î'st 4',o bote iii.>'ey Cial1 eoîne to.i mith(r cnelugon.
F.,r t.> haealoeic latefuint-m )fswtarîig thèo iigs cat

.eppt'amî to ut. wciiildliait been-a relilîluiminit-of the carlier andi biih
atiini<qt', ani a r.'stiliîg nil tii, Itevlmion %ottleniqnt-.would -have

been s virtutl roenîîîaneill!: oi tiseir roven.ant (enc.gageo antd a givinc
of ttr atim 0tcpentlatliA>tiuan.wih81-e ai ii orrp-
tin anul iefects rmwihttyhi ceut

Dot-theror erscerai nainiatora wh> thouglit nîiaerwi*se, anmi ta -who
il sppemred n> way inco,îalsîenu wiîii îiiir teailtiony in tith the. ct.-
For&gettit,-we-thi. ,,-that-every cai mu*t-x lauînîleracoM th iiiiew-of
ita alminluîrator. andi -tht lin iw thi4- cati. -çoîîlt oul> bu taken
b>' tiemibero-of the E4tabli..noi -Chisrech, the." nuinisters reascusi -that
thoir aatcesmion, ai was truo, wasnit -fabn-tho Standardis of th ii.(aurit
ooiS artl, but oui> trr i uiaol~ n!îariu hesutxant-
art.., tli.'irs wag-tho-religion prèentiy prfsut nIau . d n-tugs

tîbey-con*idotiealtht, iu etinaiitecy with théir tériminon>', againut- pre-
vailinit errori in the Sitabl i4laîent, tic>' coulti,-wîth a-cIer conoLencc,
take lie cmiii.

A etrong protetit being-therefore-talict agaîust thé- deeisien-ai Sylgol
by fiv. iinisters anti twe eiders, a committeo-w» appointeti to préparai
answvers ta th. reouas of proîccli.

This décision of Synati. uhou&gb iawful, was scarcol>' capedieut. Eve,
suppofing-tiios wiio coitidreti At iniconaistent-wautheir ictetmon>' te
laite the religionsa ciauu cf the ocati tere riglit, yet seeing tiiat so res-
pectable-a- minornt>'were cf a diîfflrent-opinion. the>' siacuit -havé «Issa
in, ai lemet for some lime longer, te the sentiment of the' ouher partir (fo
ticia>: ant in-uthe mneaintne-ail pmrties- migat -have -uniteti An- mdoptiag

-Meana te get this religious clam.a altereti or era"e, whick ver>' probab>'
might bave- lien-easily acceinibltahetl. But whon -i gra carnietib à7
fair majorit>', dia other part>' were wronq-lu ont quietly mabmitting.

The oppoera of the cati werc culpah)le, Iikowise. iu nol hmving-their
answea l tic resns of proteat ready at- the naeling-cf Synet in Bep-
tember. for this anight have' proventedth le question -which-w»s tii..
broaglit forward, anti whîch at lcngth diviieu the. Churci. At tims
meeting. after speuding nme lime in conference anti prayer, with a
vlew ta botter undcratantiing. andi when-tho Synati refuset t readti ii

ru$es. cfproîcut bocaaae- the answcrs woreo nt: tutid, titi protesîing
part>' puhetianetiier question, as te wicîicr the aaking of the oath
siacuit -bc a-terni of communion belore il aras considereti b>' inferior lu-
dicatories. This-question w»s suroly irregaaiar, aine il wculti have been
a subanitting to inférior-Courus what hait licc suatatantially decideti b>'
die Supreme Court, andi mince a ticcision in -favour of the protester.
would have bée. virtuail>' in makp tie Synati stuliy ittelf b>' reversjug,

As -another foim,-tudr ews decision. For wlaat eI.. coule] bu aent b>'
tii. deliverance of Synot uan-a proibit-ion-le their memli.. from lait-
iug-i tuat ti It woulit have-beeu wiser anmi- betucr (or the protesting
party-ta have subaittet te décision, and -fer bodi paffies, erren at
dis stage, mince tic>' lasd net-don. At- before, te Lave uniteia An aepu te

have tii. religiot. clause of the. oaîh abolisheti. But die-protester. pliait.
ed-tuis queston,-and even aiîerwards, wiiea i!, arnwers to their ressens
of pretest were reati>, lb.> inshatei -toe kecal>' te ihes i decidt, in-
steat of yieldiug te what-w»s cousidereti-the -prop e arder cf business,
wiiich ws, readia; di. -reasont of protest, ante i.vers tahat W beea

prepareti, widi a view te termnate ieause.
The. urgea.> of die proteste, gave-tise t, -wrangiing dlseilon,- aMd

ledto gm«t #saorder, lu-V he d«HA poncons of Muuubent 0< 8ydà,

1852,]


