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PREPARATION FOR
CHRISTMAS

In this great western land where
there are so many Englishmen, it is
only notural to expect that such a
festival as Christmas should be almast
universally observed. During the last
week of the cld year and the first
week of the mew, festive gathering,
in ¢+ » city, as well as in the country
disti.ct, follew one anotker in rapil
suceessicn, and gre-tings suitatle to
the season are exchanged on all hands
So far as outward appearances goos,
everyone seems to be keeping the fes-
tival: but. what does the observance
amount to? o we for one moment
belleve that the great dootrine of the
Incarnation is so upiversally apprae-
fated, that men feel compelled to zive
?gt,wqrd.expressicn to thelr gratitude

for the blessings which it has Lreught
tv men? No, the fact is a sad one,
but nevertheless true, that only a
very small propo.ticn ¢f the pe p'e
ever dream «f assaclating the joys o!
Christmas with the blessed uu.h
which Christmas cummemorates.

The s.ason is traditionally a joyous
cne; but, far too many forget to ask
why this Is so; and & it hecomes the
faithful Catholic Churchman to do all
that in him lies to dissipate this ¢ oud
of indifference 10 spiritual things
which so envelops those arcund him.

\Why @dwes the church call upon us
to keep Christmas t de? 1Is it not *hat
she muy ever keep liefore our minds
the most lmportant historical fact n
the universe—the fact that God the
Sen became man. that He who was
Divine, Selfexistent, the source of ull
existence, actually condescended to d.-
vest Himself for a time of the g™y
wh.ch He had with Hig Father b.fo.e
the world was,—simply and solely «ut
of his great love for poor. frall, sin-
ful humanity? Is it w ¢t that she may
continually remind man, that, though
he has sinned, yet God's mercies are
still as much alive as ever they were?
Is it not that she may tell to her child-
ren the wondrous Story ever new—
yet ever old—of the birth «f the Ban»
of Bcthlehem, whose life, and wo k,
and teaching have revoiutionized the
world? Surely the teaching of the
church, at th's Holy Seaw.n, is cl-ar,
definite, and distinet; and Churchmen
are wanting i{n their duty, If they do
not realize this truth for themselves,
and seck by every means in their pow-
er 1o help others to its reanlization.

How does the church  expect her
children to keep Christmas? In the
first place, by carefully preparing for.
and reverently receiving, the Blessed
Body and Bleed of Christ, in the Holy
Communion. All through the Chris
tian ages. the falthful have ohs-rved
Christmas in this way: indeed. =0
¢ager were men of old to give to their
Master Christ the first fruits of thelr
devotion, that they held their -nly
night eommunion at midnizht «n
Christmas Eve. and so began the day
of Christ's nativity—at Christ's al'ar.
Surely, if there Is any occaslon when
the Holy Eucharist shoul@ Le offercd,
it is at the Feast of Christ’s nativity;
for, is not the Holy Eucharist a pltdge
of the fact that God once “taber-

nacle among men, aye, and moro
than that, is it not the assurance that
He, who i3 the same yesterday, today,
and forever—even  now  deigns  to
come down to earth, in a splritual
manner, and dwell with ""his own?”

But more the church calls upon her
children, at this time, to remember
the poor and lowly condition ¢f the
Blesscd Babe of Bethlehem—Born In
o stable— cradle@ in a manger -2and,
rémembering that, she bids them g ek
out the pror, and the friendless, and
the desolate—and succour them, fir
the Master's sake.

Yet, on¢> more—on the first Christ-
mas Eve, the Angels, that hovered
over the ““holy fields of Bethlchem,”
sang “Peace on Earth,” sge¢, our
m} ther—the church—s:ys to us ‘Strive
at this time to be at peace with all
men; try to minhmise your differencas:
seck to be in love and charity with
everyone; realine the fact that cvery
good gift comes from God, and that
P, who is Leve, wills his gifts to Le
distributed broadcast.’

Until the church fully realizes the
fact that the majority of men ke-p
Christmas and they would 2 heathen
Saturnalia, and never for & momant
think of the waondiously comforting
truths which this season teaches, she
will not be fulfilling the function
which the Master has given to her.

We cannot nsist too strongly on
bressing home the great doctrine of
the Incarnati-n ‘of the Eternul Son
of God. Upen it depends the whole
fahric of the Christian Faith; with-
out it Christanity would simply be
& faith—one of many—nothing more
than the systems ¢f Buddha and Con-
fuclus.

So Kkeenly did St. Francls of Assisd
feel the importance of impressing the
ductrine of the Incarnation upon the
popular mind, that he Intrcduced In‘o
the church—Christmas carols—al' of
which, in language more or luss ¢ ude,
appealed to the popular 2ar, and kept
alive the fundamentals of the Faith.
And we do well to follow his example. *
Indifferentism and agnosticlsm are
everywhere rampant, and have to be
met. Keep the strains of “The old, nld
story of Jesus and His love™ ever ring-
Mg in people’s cars, and some will
listen. '

A Christmas spent in this way must
have good results.

Gloriza ‘n excelsis Deo !



