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PREPARATION FOR
O3HRISTMAS

In this groat. western land wlîerc
there are so many Englishimen. ItI
only notural tae txpcct that such :1
festival as Christmas shouid be almmist
universally abscrved. During the' last
wveek of the' aid ycar and thre firat
wccc of. the' new. festive gatheriný;,
ln 1 >~ City. as wCll as in thre country
dlsti.ct. folikw o' XnOtl«.er ln raffi
successlczn. and gre:tiags1 Sultabie ta
the' seasen are exchanged on ail handit
Se far as outward appearances g'.>
eVt'ryone Zeemns ti: be ke'epIng the' fes-
tival: but- what docs the' observance
amount ta? Do %ve for ane moment
belleve that tht' great, doztrine of the
Incarnation Is se uMiversaiiy apprzc-
iatod. that mon reci-e compeiled ta give
,?tz dçxpressicp ta thelr gratitude

for thre blessings v. hlch It hias b)r4 ught
t>) men? No, the' tact is a saa one'.
but nevertheless true, that only a
very Smail p)ropo, tlIk cf tire lie. P't'
me cr dreani f a-s-iclating tire joys ot
Christmias witlî the' blkscd t: u.h
uhtch. Christmnas ttimmeltnuratt'>s.

The' s.a3on Ks traditionaiiy a Joyoits
one; but, far tao many forget ta ask
,%iy this Is sa; and d., it bocemes3 the'
faithful Catholtc Churchinian to (le ail
that in hlm lies to dissipate this c oud
of indifference ta spiritual thlngs
mh luh ±,o ezvelopit thost' ar.,und lmi.

Why (1L'es the church call upion uq
te Iceep Christmas t de? 1.9 It not 11%it
ashe may ever keep l:ctare our minds
tire niost iaîortant historical tact in
thre universe--thie tact that Goid the'
Sû.n becamne man. that He who w1
DIvine. Scif.-xistent, thre source or ail
e'xisten.ce. actuaily ctndescended ta ci.-
vest iLimnself for a time ef the' 91-)Y
wli.ch lie had wlth Ilis Father b,.fo. c
tire world Nwas.--slanplY arid soly i ut
of bis great lave for Iboor. fral, s!n-
f'ut hu.nanity? Is IL ni t thiat she may
continually rcmind man, that. though
lie lias sinacci. yet Ged's inordes are
still as much alive as eve-r they %>'ere?
lIs It not that she may tell te lier chîlci-
rtun the' wonclrous Stery evér neiv-yet evor olc-of tire birth ( f the' 11al'
of BI3ihlehoîin. wl),:ý lite. and wo k.
and tc'aching have .revolutieîilzed tht'
worid? Surely the' teacliag of the
church. at thls lioly Secs.n, is clear.
definite. anci distinct; and Churchnuien
are waating ln tiroir duty. if they do
flot rcallzir tbis truth for thernbselt.,s,and seek l>y every îneans ln their pow-
or ta e li athers te ls remllzation.

El.)%w dots the' church expect ber
chiidren te keep Christmas? lIn the'
first fflace. by carefuily preparing fer.
and rèert'ntly r.?ceIvlng. the' 1ileesed
13ody andi B]31cd of Christ, ln the' Iloly
Communion. Ail threugli tht' ihris
tlan ages. the' faithfui bave ei-s-rved
Chiristnmas ia this wary: ln(deec. --0
C.ager wvere anen cf aid te, give tc their

later Christ the' first fruits of tb.clr
devolon, that they bcld their -nly
i:lgbt cp-iiantnion at rmidni7,ht -n
Cbrlstmaris Eve. nnd se btegan tht' day
ef Cbr-!st!s nativiy-at Chr]Ft-s al'ar.
Surcly. If therc- is any orcsion. whcn
the' Hioy Euciîarist sbouid bc of!rrd,
it lIs nt tire reast et Cbrist's natlvity;
for, l19 not tht' lily Eucharis. a pIýdqe
of tht tact that G.-d once «Itaber-

nacled' aniong mcan. ayt'. and more
than tint. is it not tiie assurance tralt
lite. "'ho lIs the saine yt'stt'rday. todaty.

andi l.av--v 'i ow detlgn9 te
conite down tae tarth, la a siritual
inanner, and dwe li with 'hIs. u.vii?"

But more tire tlauxh tais uî,..nl li'r
chilcirca, at tIbis titn., tu> riernur
the' pue' and lowly condition cf tire
Blcsstd l3ate oif I3etîlchenai-Bourit l
a stalblh'- cradied li a mnang.-r -anid.
reieinbtrIag that. !zh? bi-la thtm ek
eut tire Pwor. anc tht' friendlest. anci
the desolatc-and succour tlacm. fi r

tire Mnster's sa.ke.
Yet. ori(, mure-an tit' flr-st ClirIt-

ias Eve, the' Angela. that huevercil
avez- tht' -holy filds et fliýthleliem."
sang "Pence an Earth." Fe. our
ni% ther-the churcii-stys te us 'Str'vo
nt titis tilli:e ta lit' at poncre with aUI
nît'n; try te minImrIse your differenec~s:

c, ta be ln lov'e and cbarlty wvith
t'verveaie: re'alizc thre tact Vint t'vty
good gif t ceaies £ronm Ced, and tîtat
P.,. wh'b Is L've. w!lls bis gitsi ta lie
distrlutcd hîroadczast.'

l'ntll tht' church fully realizes tht'
tact that tire majerity ot men kecp
Christmas and thc'y «%vould a heathî'
Saturnalla. atic ntver for a momp~nt
thilnk of tht' wondaousiy camturtlng
trtts w'lcli thîs st-ason te-actî.s, site
wlll flot be fuiing tht' fuacition
'vhilcli tht ' MasLttr lias given te ber.

' rannnt insist tee strongly oui
i)trt'ssing hocnîte tire great doctrine et
te Iacaraad-m 'ý.f tht' Et-"riiti Son

of Goci. l"pon It deutencis the' wlioe
fain.ic et the' Christian Faith; with-
out. I ClîrIstiaaîty wvau1c slmply bo

a aith-cone of many-nnthing more
titan th(_- systenms tf fluddba and Con-
inclus.

So k'Lt'aly dcI St. Francis of AFai
ted tht' ln)ertanceofe lmiprcssiag the
ductuine of the' Incarnation upon tht'
joupular inid. that he lntrcduccd in'o
tir t' cbrch-Cliristmas carels-all oaf
%vhir'h. la langrunge more or lt.sc,-ud",
apîîcaled te tht' ripular ,anr, andI Ie.'pt
ahive tht' tundameatais et tht' Falth.
Andi w do well to fii hts example.-
Ind$fferenti.-,i andi agnostlcîsm arc
evcrywlîieric rairpant, andI have te be
mot. ICcep tire strains. ot -The' old old
stary of Jesus andi is lee~ever ring-
ing ln peoak*es cars, andI seme wlill
listen.

A Christmas spent ln thtis way rnust
have geod results.

Glenna !n exceisis Deol


