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We trace, too, in bis letters a conselous
lack in bis spiritual experience. This
incompleteness he fondly hopes will be
made up by martyrdoni. Hence hie
eagerly looks forward to his death after
this manner as the needful perfection of
bis Christian life. Hie desires bis friends
not to oppose the obstacle of their
prayers -Uo this desired consummation.
Hie declares that when thrown to the
lions, if tbey do flot readily attack himi
he wiil do what lie can to entice them to
their prey, so great is bis desire to be
made perfect by this means. So certain
is it, in ail ages, where the authority of
the fioly Ghost is in whole or in part
destroyed, and authority in nian or book
substituted, that conscious soul-lack
mnust inevitably supervene. This law
is, must be, without exception.

We have remaining one other book,
called "The Shepherd of He'rmas." This
is the longest of theni ail, and consîsts
almost entirely of visions experienced by
the writer. its date and origin are flot
clearly traced, but it is probable that it
first saw, the iight near the beginning of
the s7econd century.

Judging frorn the internai evidence of
the book itself, we should judge that
these visions were real to the writer, and
he transcribed with transparent honesty
and simplicity. In short, they corre-
spond to the visions of many other sin-
cere Christians who have reported what
they saw and heard when in the trance
state, whilst about as much importance
should be attached to the one set of
visions as to the other.

As in many a modern instance, the
resuit of these visions was beneficiai,
for they seem to have changed, hirn froni
a mere worldling to an eèamnest, self-
denying religionist.

As rnight be expected, hie does not
ignore the work of the Spirit, but devotes,
in one place, considerable space to it.

His idea of the Holy Spirit is some-
what difficuit to obtain, as the foilowing
sentence wvill show: " That ly Spirit
whicb was created first of ail H1e placed
in the body in which. God sbould dwell."-

H1e seems to teacb, or inake the angel
wbo appears to him teach, that this
created entity dwells in ail Christians,
or possibly in ail nmen, as in the following

passage: "For if thou shait be patient,
the Roly Spirit whîcb dwelletb in thee
shall be pure and not bo darkened by
any cvii spirit; but being full of joy,
shahl be enlarged and feast in the body
in whicb it dwells, and serve the Lord
with joy and in great peace. But if any
anger s1ball overtake thee, presently the
HoIy Spirit wbich is in thee wili be
straitened and seek to depart fromn
thee, for H1e is cboked by the cvii spirit
and has not the liberty of serving the
Lord as H1e would, for 11e is grieved by
anger. Wben, therefore, both these
spirits dwell together, it is destructive
to a man."

fiere he is evidently wrestling with
the problein somewhat after the manner
of the Mystics, and with about the saine
success. What a bottomless pit of inys-
tery it is to ail who fail to accept, in the
absolute sense, the Holy Spirit as teacher
and guide!1

11e is râther orthodox, after the
modem type, about prayer, for hie ex-
borts ail, when they happen to comn-
mence to pray about anything, to
persevere, for in the end they will
obtain, if they doubt not. But, like
modems, he can give no rule to show
with certainty how doubt may in every
case be exorcised.

And yet again, in another place lie
seenis to bave some indefinitE idea con-
cerning what prayers may Le witbout
doubt, as witness tbe foflowing: " For
every good spirit that is given fromn God
needs not to be asked; but, baving the
power of diviniby, speaks ail things of
itself, because he cornes from above, from
the power of God."

fie aiso seems to see, as through a
glass darkly, sonie of the resuits of
walking in tbe Spirit, as the following
extrcacts will show: "(But they that have
the fear of the Lord, and searcb out the
truth concerning God, having ail their
tboughts toward the Lord, apprebend
whatsoever is said to them, and forth-
with understand it. For wbere the
Spirit of the Lord dweîls there is aiso,
mucli understanding added. Wberefore
join thyself to the Lord, and tbou shaît
understand ail things."

"Remove sadness, therefore, froin thy-
self and afflict, not the 11oly Spirit
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