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"There were giants in the earthi ini those days." Tbis quotatioîî receives
apt illustration at varieus periods of the history of the Cliurcli of Christ,
when heroitim lias characterised thuse wvho bave ben the standard-bearers of
truth. M'ýeii %vhio have gene to the dark parts of the earth, whieh are fuil of
the habitations of craelty, for the purpose of rescuilig their fellows freni tho
bonldag,,e of superstition, have achieved for thcmselves an honour which, is
iniperishabie. ihey wvill bo had in ovcriasting roeebrance.

The annais of _Methodismi are fuil of such naines. Thie founder of Motbod-
ism once said, IlGive nie one hunidred preachers, who fear nothing but qin.
and -jezirle nothing but God; such. alone shall shako the gates Of hou, and,
set Up the kingdom of beaven upon earth." It bas again and again beeii the
deiit of the historians of Methodiýsiu to detail the deeds of W\esley's sons,
which. show that the Churcb 'which lhe Nvas hionoured to establish. lias ever
hiad within it sucli preachers as hee bore prayed for.

It inay seeni semewhat egotisticai on thic part of those who belong to the
iMethodist Chur-cli to speak iii torms of eulogy of thoso wvho are of the saine
organisation as theaiselvcs; but it nînast bo remembered that in thius writing,
Metbodist authors are uiot iiiimindful of %vhat lias been dlonc by' thoso of
other communities. We rejoico i their prosperity; we praise God for their
success; and if we did othorwvise wve shîould not be the true descendants of
our illustrions sire, wvho wvas "lthe friend of ail and the eneiny of none."

As Methodists we are, as a xnatter of course, inost familiar with wvhat is
transpiring in the bosoni of our own coînmunity. The heroie age, of Method-
ismn may, Nviùh sonie, have passect away, but there are still to be found those
who ean, brave dangers, endure hiard-ships, and performn exploits that -wouid
compare favourably wvith anythuxîg that ever transpired in the eariy days of
iMethodisii. There is a necessity, as wre conceive, that the present g'enera-
tion siîould understand what wvorks their fathers performed, how they made
the wviidernies to blossoîni, how tbey levelled the monutains, hieaved the
valley, and preparcd a highway iii the desert, for our God. This can oniy bie
done by publisinig to the worid what they have done. History lias been
defined phiosopby teachixîg by extun 1de. The narues of tlie illustrious are
thus recorded iii the 1-istory of the Churcli, and froni theso records wve learu
whiat pleasant places wve oecupy compared with thoso of our fathers.

Tyerii and otimers havo told uts the lité story of Johin Wesley, Nwbose
career is ilawi a subject uf' careful investigationL by the phiosophical of nany
lands. Stevens-the MaIýcauilay of Mothodisin-hias -iven us the nîost charai-
ing1 history of the people cailed Methodists. Others have alse showed their
opinion, su that our libraries need not bo without books wiiich contain the
history of the Church to whichi wc beiong. Sabbath sehool. libr-aries espe-
cialy slîouid contain the best Nworks on Methodisiîn, se tha'. our young people
niay famîiliarise tbemiseives with the way in ivlich the Churcli las grewin to
its present tt.


