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the opposition of men thus affect me? Daes it not
test my hel'ef in the reality of an all-perfected mind
that is now looking wn when I suffer so painfully
from the adverse understandings ot (e limited and
subordinute minds Ly which | am cuarrounded 7—
Would it not nohly aceredit my faith ia God, that iu
quiet communion with Him I felt ¢ refuge and nrest-
ing pltue when sorcly urgzed by the strife of tongues
To him may [ at all times patiently commit my cause,
and be still in the thought that he is Gol* Let m-
consider [lim, whn endured, nut merely tie cuutio-
versy of adverse judyments, hut of ndverse wills—-the
contradiction of siuners—aud let me not be wear)
nor fiint in my mind.

A CHRISTIAN.

Who woulll not be a christian? T have seen

Men shrinking from the term, as if it brought

A el arge again<t thum! Yet the honor'd name

Is fall of gentlest nieaning.  Odors rise,

And bety floats arcund it ; from its eye

Great . s of heavenl, sympathy descend;

And merey, soft a3 Hernon's jragrant dew,

Sprinz< in its hewrty and from its lips disul.

T've seen it press an infunt to its breast,

And kiss away its trouble: seen it take

An ol gr.y-headed man, oppress'd with years,

And wrinkled o'cr with sorrow, und discluse

A prospect to his vision which hath made

The old man sing with gladness; seen i lay

Tts soft hand gently on the blind and Lame,

And lead them safely home ; and seen it stoop

To the vile outeasts of society,

Whose character was odinous in the streets,

Aund bring thet back to virtue and to God !
Hark! “us the loftiest name the lanzuage bears,

And all the languages in ull the worlds

Have none sublimer! It relates to Christ,

And breathes of God and heliness ; sugzests

The virtues of humanity, adorn'd

By the rich graces of the Holy Glost,

To fit them for the paradise on high,

Where angels dwell, and perfect manhood shines

In the clear lustre of redeeming love,

Forever and forever ; and implies

A son and keir of the ETeryxarn Gop!

Frow the London Patriot,
THIS REV. C. II. SPURGEON.

As many conflicting opinions are afloat in relation
to the character of this youth’s preaching, it is grati-
fying to find a journal, so high in public favour as
the Londsn Putriot, entering upona somewhat lengthy
and apparently very candid clucidation of the subject,
as follows :—

The history of this youthful preacher is soon told
Born at Kelvedon, in Essex, on the 19th of June.
1834, he is consequently but just entitled to writa
himself aman  Iis futher and his grandfather, bLoth
living, are both also Independent ministers ; the Iatter

the Rev. James Spurgeon, being pastor of a charch
at Stanhourae, in Essex; and the former, styled 3.
John Spurgeon, because in business, pastor of a
church at Tollesbury, in the same county.  The sub-
ject of this sketch received his early education w
Colchester, an also passed a year in the Agriculto-
ral College at Maidstoue, where he added to his pre-
vious knowledge some insight into natural science.
Thus equipped he began the business of life as ushes
30 a school at Newmurket ; whence he removed to

Cambridge, where lie held a similar appointment in
day schoul, etiploying the ampler lesare thus se-
cured in improviug his own mind. While at New-
market, he beg o address the Sunday-school chil-
dren. and that 1o such a style as auracted grown-up
ticavers. At Cuabridge, the practice was coutine 2d,
aith the additition of Sunday evening sermons in
the swrrounding villages. Thie Baptist Church at
Waterbea b called this yoang Timothy to be their
pastor.  He accepted the tavitation, and, while the
Chapel was crow ded, the church was dvubled under
his ministry. On the weck-days, ecleven villages
shared the advantage of his sermons, which, in ono
year, amounted to as many as there are days in the
year. In January, 1854, Mr. Spurgeon was invited
to undertake the pastorate of the Baptist Church in
New Park Street. Not content with discharging tho
luties of that office, e preachies in many other pluces
Jduring the week.

From Me, Spurgeon's published sermons, which
contain occasivnal notices of his own hie and expe-
rience, we learn that, notwithstanding his religious
training and caaly dedication to the minis'ry, thero
was an interval of partial alieaation frem Christian
doctrinie. I, too,” he says in refereuce to a freo-
thinker, *have been lihe him., There was an evil
hour in which [ slipped the wachor of my fuith, [ cut
the cable of my behief; T no lunger moored myself
hard by the coasts of Revelation ; I alluwed my ves-
scl to drift before the wind. T said to Reason, ¢ Bo
thou tny captain;’ [ said to my own brain, ‘ Be thou
my rudder,’ and I started on my mad voyage. Thank
God, it is all over now. But 1 will tell you its brief
history. It was one hurvied sailing over the tem-
pestuous ocean of free thought” The result was,
that, frum doubting some thitgs, he came toquestion
everything, even his own cxistence.  Thus “the
devil foiled himself.”  Faith came to the rescue of
bewildered Reason, and, from that peiilons voyage,
brought back the wanderer ¢ safe to land.”  She
who had nursed him ininfancy, like the grandmother
of Timothy, is pictured as exclniming before tho
throne of God in heaven, 1 thank Thee, O thou ever-
gracious Une! that he who was my child on earth,
has now become 7%y child in Jight!” :

We bave ourselves heard Mr. Spurgeon Lut once;
and, on that oceasion, not having succeeded in gain-
ing an entrance to the chapel, we syueezed ourselves
into a side vestry, fiom which the speaker conld bo
heard, but not seen.  We found him neither extrav-
agant nor extraordinary. His voice is clear and mu-
sieal; bis language was plain ; his style flowing, yet
terse; his method lucid and orderly; his matter
sound and suitable; his tone and spirit cordial; his
remarks always pithy and pungent, sometimes fa-
miliar and colloquial, yet never light or coarse, much
less profane. Judging from this single sermon, wo
supposcd that he wonld become a plain, faithful, for-
cible, and affectionate preacher of the Gospel in the
form called Calvinistic ; and our judgment was tho
more favourable beeause, while there was a solidity
heyond his years, we detected little of the wild
luxuriance naturally characteristic of very young
preachers.

Our opinion of Mr. Spurgeon as a preacher, has
been somewhit modiicd by o perusal of his published
discourses, which, issued in & cheap form, appear to
be bought up with great cagerness. These show
him to be a moure extrawdinary persen thau we had
supposed, and not to be quite so far from extrava-
gance us at first we thought him.  But it is more for
the sake of information than with a view to critigism,
that we refer to the subject.  There would be Tittlo
use in pointing out the fuults and errors of a publio
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