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of the community as here. It is a matter
of deep regret to us that we cannot take
charze of all the orphans in our distriet, for
many of them must grow up without guar-
Lianchip or religious training, and may be-
~yme injurious members of society.

THE PRESS.

The printing press on this island has
row heen silent f‘or more than four years.
We are preparing it for jvork again, and I
tope to see it in successful operation in a
faw weeks. It will be under the charge of
anative who formerly printed for us, but
¥ sto is in delicate health at present. He
will have two bovs to assist him, and I
mst he may he able, with their help, to do
«me work for the mission. Some printing
tas heen done in Australia for the mission,
byt it is very expensive there. The sub-
wet of sending home for . printer has been
wmder consideration at our last general
meeting, but nothing was decided aboat it.
There are co many different dialects spoken
inthis group of islands that the printing of
B tem will be a formidable work ina few
vears, We are just about to print a book
n the Futuna langnage, prepared by the
B Rev.J. Copeland, consisting of three parts—

§ the first an elementary school book—the
B «eond a catechism—and the third a few
cative hymns.

FREE-WILY, OFFERINGS.

You are aware that the natives of this
3 ilnd have been accustomed for some years
wmake an annual contribution for mission-
ay purposes. Thev have not money to
B ove, but they prepare a quantity of arrow-
wot every vear, which is sent w Australia
ud sold for the benefit of the mission.
The amount collected at my station this
far amounts to over 1300 1bs., and ought
j oo’ ze £35 sterling, which will be remit-
1o the British and Foreign Bible Society
& part nayment of the book of Psalms.
Tte annual contributions of the natives
re lutherto been given to that Society
0, 1o pay for the New Testament in this
mguage, which cost £370 sterling, and
tsy have been about sufficient for this pur-
Nie. The Bible Society has always been
iy to help us without any stipalation
vit recompence, and this generosity
"ukes us all the more desirous to relieve
o i funds.

: NATIVE CHARACTER.

Ithas oceurred to me that some informa-
Qi shout the christian character of native
@ erts might interest you. It is difficult

persons unacquainted with them to

a correct judgment about them, for
cnerate their piety too high, and others
it too low. There is certainly a
imth, and at the same time a fecbleness
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paut it, which makes it differ in some xe-

|

speets from the enlightened and matured
piety of christians in our own favoured
land. I find by an examination of our roil
of church members that more than 400
persons have been admitted into the churca
at my station, since it was “first formed in
1851, and that the cases of discipline have
heen as one to ten of the entire number.,
You will be prepared to say that this re-
veals an unfavorable state of things. In
judging, however, of converts from heathen-
ism, you must not make refined christian
commanities at home the standard of com-
parison ; but rather the primitive churches.
We know from scripture that many mem-
bers of the Church of Corinth, for example,
had dishonoured their christian professicn by
party divisions, neglect of diseipline, abuse
of the Lord’s supper, want of hrotherly
love, immorality in various forms, &ec., yet
Paul, amidst all this corruption, which he
severely censures, saw much that was good,
and upon a view of the whole church de-
clares that they “ came behind in no gift.”
Such is the general character of churches in
modern times in heathon lands. They
present in most cases & strange combination
of good and evil; and while we see much
in them to admire, there is much also to
condemn. Yt must be confessed that sative
christians as a whole are inferior in know-
ledge, and in the cxhibition of christian
character te professors of religion at home ;
but the wonder is that they are not more
so. The christianity of our land is not the
product of one age, but the growth of many
generations, aund of numerous external in-
flue.ces; as well as the converting grace
of God. When a man in our own favored
land is brought under the saving influence
of the truth, however depraved he was be-
fore conversion, still ke has thoughts and
feelings of a christian nature, and it is com-
paratively easy for him to assume the forms
and consistencies of a christian life. Tt is
not so with tuese islanders who have grown
up amid the thick darkness and abomina-
tions of heathenism. In their case the ten-
dency of all surrounding influences has been
to corrupt, pollute, degrade and deaden
every moral feeling of the soul. The voice
of conscience is either silen®, or so fecble as
scarcely to be heard; and for this reason
the heathen can regard with indifference
sins which appear revolting to us. Now,
when such an one is brought out of a state
of nature into a state of grace, is it wonder-
ful that he often betrays infirmities which
throw & deep and painful shade over his
character, and almost lead us to conclade
that he is still «in the gall of hitterness,
and in the bond of iniquity.”” The sancti-
fication of the soul is a gradual process, and
in the case of heathen converts a slow and
difficult one. In their best stute they are
babes in knowledge and babes in grace, and



