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4f the coimmnnity ns here. It is a tuatter
cf deep regret to us that we cannot take
charge of ail the orphans in our district, for
main of themn must grow rip ivitlout guar.
,1i1%uýfip or religions trainine, and may bc-
'ffle Injurions members of s,)ciety,

TRE P'RESS.
The printing press on tlîis island lias

row bren sulent itor more than four vears.
iVe are prcparing it for )vork aizaun, anri 1
topne to sec it in successfi operation, in a
(piv weeks. It 'viii be under tho charge of

native who fornxerly printed for us, but
-zho is in delir-ate heaith at prescrnt. Ho
wili bave twe boys to assist hira, and 1
is hie niay he abie, with thecir help), to do
zome wnark for the mission. Sýome printing
Li; heem donc in Australia for the mission,
iut it is very expeusive tiiere. The sub-
iecr of -endlincr home for a printer lins been

~idrconsideration at our last gencral
mceing, but nothing wvas decidcd about it.
There are so many different dieiects spoken
ia this grou p of islands that the printiug ef
titra will he a formidable wvoxk ina a fcw
çvears. Wc arc just about to print a book
in the Futuna lauguange, prepared by the
Rev. J. Copeland, consisting of'three parts-
the first: an cecmentary sehool book-the
fflndl a eatecism-and the third a few

ra'îve hymrns.

FtEE-WILL OFPEIGS.
'foi are awarc that the natives of this

sland have becu accustomed fer sente ycars,
tornaikc an aniual contribution fur uiision-
uy purposes. They have not moncy to
-iîe, but they prepare a quantity of arrow-
rcot every ycar, whicli is sent to Australia
tud soid for the henefit of the mifflon.
~lhe ainount colecee at iny station this
raranounts to over 1300 Ibs., aud ouglit
ar'.ze £35 sterling, whichi 'vii be remit-
Ld to the British a id Foreign Bible Society
Le part paavient of the book of Pbama.
Ite anualt contributions of the natives
Lfrc lîiierto, been given to that Society
Lu', te pay for thse New Testament in this
!Lipage, wvhiclh cost £370 sterling, and
ccv have heem about sufficient for titis pur-

~sThe Bible Society has aliways been
imly te heip us without eny stipulation
t'uût recomipence, and this generosity
raieb us ail the more desirous te relicve

crfuuds.
X/ATIVE CITARA.CTI.

Ifbsoccuirred tome that some informa-
àe tthout the christian eharacter of native

rxetsrighit interest yen. It is diffeult
.persnns unacquainted rvith tisern te
Sa corret judgment about thrin, for

-me rate their piery tee Iig-li, and others
*it toe Iow. There lis certainIy a
r.ah, and et thse same tite a feebleness

ut it. wbieh makes it differ ie sorte re-

speta frem thpa enlightened and ruattnred
piery of christiaus in onr own favoured
landi. 1 fiud by an examination of our roll
of church members that monre than 400
persons hatve been admitteni into thc church
et îny station, since it ivas -first formed in
1851, and that tise cases of discipline have
lieen as oue te ten of tire entire number.
Yon svili be preparcd to qay that this re-
veals an unfavorable state of things In
jtudging, however, of couverts from heathen-
ism, von muist not make rcfiricd christian
commdunities at home thne standard of Comn
parison; but rather thc primitive churches.
We know f rom scripture that mens- usera-
biers of thc, Church of Corinth, for cicample,
bad dish oneuired their chri stian profec;sin hy
pîarty divisions, nt!gîce of disciplinr, ahuse
of the Lord's supper, waint of hirosherly
love, immorality lu various formns, &r., yet
T'atl, amidst A this corruption, ivhicli be
scvecly censures, sawv much that wats gond,
and upon a view of thse wlnole ehutrchi de-
clames that thcy " came behind in no gift.>
Sncb is tise genemal character of churchles li
modern times in beathon lands. They
present in most cases a strange combination
of gond and evii ; and svhiie svc sec nuch
ini thera te admire, there is much also, te
condemn. ht nust ho confessed thnat native
christians as a ivlnolc arc inferior ira knosv-
ledgc,,, arnd lu the exhibition of clîristien
chamacter to professors ef religion at home;
but the svouder is that they are net more
se. The cbiristianity of our ]and is flot the
product of eue age, but the growth of many
generations, and of mimerons external ln-
fine- ' ces ; as sveli ns the converting grece
of God. Wlhen a mean in our own favored
lend is brouglit under thse saving influence
of the trutis, bovvcver dcpravcd he %vas be-
fore converNion, stili 1&e bas thotights and
feelings of a christian nature, aud it is crm-
paratiN c1y easy for him te assume the forts
and consitenucies of a christian life. Tt is
net se with tutese islanders whio have grown
up amid the thick derkucss and abomina-
tions of hcathenism. In their case the ten-
dency of ail surrounding influences bas heen
te corrapt, pollute, degrade and deadlen
every moral feeling of the seul. The voice
of conscience is cither silcwa, or so feeble as
scarccly te behbeard; aud for this; reason
the heathen eau regard with indiffemence
siras %vhich appear revoltiug, te us. Now,
whera such anx one is brought eut of a state
of nature into a state of grace, 15 it '.ondcr-
fui tiret be oftcn bcrravs infirmities which
throw a deep axnd palinful shede over bis
charecter, ead almonst lead us te cenclude
that bie is stili4 "ira tise gali of hitterness,
and lu tise bond of iuiqu-.ty." The sancti-
fication of tise seul is a graduai precess, and
lu thse case of beathea ceraverts a slow andi
difficult one. In their best stute they are
baises in k-nowledge and babes lu grace, and
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