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Asag Elder My D, will be long vemem-
bered for the spirituality of his conversation
and for Lis eflovts to do good as he had cp-
portunity. e walked with God and was
faithful in his wamnings and exhortations
particalar!y 1o the young to choose the bet-
ter part. e wae particuiarly attentive in
the house of meurning.  Here he showed
himself & con of consolation.  Ilis unaffecr~
ed kindness and sympathy—his saiptural
exhortations and divections—and his fer-
veney in prayer, in which he possessed a
giftvarely equalled, ofien, often during: those
sixty yearsof service, cheered the dyingand
soothed the sorrows of the bereavdd.  The
ministers with whow he suecessively served,
all found him a zealous helper and faithful
co-worker and often had reagon to rejoice in
him as an Aavon ¢r a Hur to hold up the
hiands veady to sink under the weightof min-
isteriai toil.  And when the congregation
to which he belenged was vacant, he regu-
larly visited pastorally the. families .in the
seetion in which he vesided, advising, ex-
‘horting and praying with them.

In him was fulfilled the promise, “ They
shall still bring forth frdit in old age; they
shall be fat and flourisking.” Yt was not
the writer’s privilege to know him in the
days of his strength, but scarcely ever has
he known a finer specimen of a c¢hristian
aldage.  Were we to assert thughe had been
frce from the faults of youth—that he had
attained his position without many struggles
.and withont any falls, lie would have liimcn
the first to reprove us as using improper
flattery. But we'know that Quring these
Jater years of his life, he exhibited a picture
of ripened christian character described by
our Saviour as “1he full corn in the ear.”
(Murk iv. 28)  With few ‘bodily infirmi-
ties, with much of that personal beauty,
which sometimes marks the aged—his was
emphatically what the scriptures call “a
-good old age.”  Iis memory was stored with
Tacidents of the past, and it was his delight
to tell of the first generation of ministers
and private cluistians in thé County of Pic-
tou.  From his conversation his pastor was
Ted to prepare the memoir of Dr. McGregor,
and to no man was he more indebted in the

reparation of that work than to Mr. D.—
Ylis activityin the service of his Master con-
tinued to the last.  He' continued his visits
to-the house of aftliction till the.commence-
ment of hislastillness.  The Sabhath school
{which is intermitted in winter) hie attended
till'its close Jast antumn, -giid *during the,
lastsummer declared his intention of contin-
uing to attend itas long ashe was able, The
prayer-meeting in his neighbiourhood, which
with vavious interruptions, ie had maintain-
edfor half & century, Jhic attended to the
Iast, and took part in the excrcises. of the
last mecting -before his death,  And néver
did we hear from him more poiuted, niore

‘the .roads scarcely p.

appropriate, and more carnest prayers, than
during the present winter. Though for
some time his faculties were so impaivéd,
that he often did not recognize old friends,
yetsuch was the weight of his christiun
character—such the ripeness of his christizn
spivit—such the spirituality of his daily con-
verse, indicating one on the verge of heaven
—ull rendered more impressive by his,ven-
crable sppearance—and such the universal
vespeet that he kad won by a long life of
consistency and_usefulness—and such the
influence which he thus exercised for good
that we believe that at the time of his death,
viewing lhim, cven in this liglt alone, there
was not 2 more useful man in the commu-
nity.

The disease which ultimately proved fa-
tal commenced some weeks before his death.
Rut for some time it excited o alarm, sa
that he was able to join in the communion
in Salem Churchon the22nd March.  Thiz
was the last time he was’ permitted to at-
tend the sanctuary.  Having, however, one
day near the commencement of his sickness

‘fallen asleep on-his chair, lie awoke saying

that he had had a very pleasant: dream—
that hie thought be was dead and going 10
Tieaven and that Dy, McGregor and Dr.
McCulloch were coming to meet him. Was

it al} a dream?  May not the vail that con-

ceals the future world be lifted from before
the eyes of God’s servants as they draw
near.  Certaincit is that just such dreams
are snmetimes vouchsafed to them, when
near the end of their journey, though they
may be at the time -in good health. For
only a few days was he dangerously ill,.and
furing the most of that time his specch was
affected so that he could not commu.-
nicate freely.  But he could tell enough to
show that the Saviour was with him to the
end, and that the promises of God’s word
were his unfailing, support. During the
last few hours his suflerings were very se-
vere—the strong constitution yielding to
the last foe only after & painful struggle;
but the uplifted hand, and the words which
could be occasionally heard, such as ¢ hea-
venly father” “ O for paticnee” ‘«Christ’s

‘kingdom” told that his mind was in carnest

prayer. Thus he passed away on the 2ith
April in the 89th year of his age, Jeaving a
mamory which will long be fragrant wher-
ever he was kilown,  On the day following
his deceaso devout men:carried him to hig
burial, and though the notice was short aud
ssable, yet scafeely
everin the qqui’x'tiy have we:scen so larae a

funeral.  * The righteous shiall be i, ever-

Insting remembrance.”




