
4 THE LAMP.

THE BIG PASTURE.

]3ELIEVING, as wve do, that every "'good and perfect gift
comoeth dowvn from the Invariable Father of Liglits," wvbcre

ean gratitude be found if not in the effort of due appreciation
Çolourlcss curiosity bias kept miany of us, like Pbiilip,

darkly standingL in the Lîglit of the World for so long a timne.
And in viewv of tho above toxt there is dangyer of it cotn-

tinuing to bie so wvhilc men, expeet to find these gifts otherwise
thaïi iii the forin or the ternis of pure Nature axid pure
Humnanity ?

One miglit borrow the eycs of Bartimfflus for a littie to
determine, if possible, hiow the old time Communion of the
Saints tallies, w'ith the firmament. It is useless to ask eaii any
good thing coine ont of hiore or there. Thougrh it is certatin
that no poet ever tabulated an inscription, to the Unknown
Absentee.

Let the poet therefore take bis rankc above the common
people.

That supreme bounty in wvbich lie lives, mioves, and lias
his being, as elsewhere recorded, makes him a capitalist, not
only ricli, but easy to draw from.

Upon the harp of lufe lie plays an accord whlose toues
piorce ehe far western passes. rVlen statedly requires somne
heavenly mnusic to effeet bis end.

It is unertain whlat aspect of religion mighltyetbe introduced
into tbo public sebool in order to cool swelled headgear at the
fountain of tbe lie&rt. llow and if it -'were showvn that the
magie garnment~ of Prospero is a Saxon soreen behind whicli
Ariel deinonstraý'cs the wisdoni of Job's best counsellor ?

For tho brotherhood of Shakspcre and Elibiu -,as not a
brotherismn of mnutually interested parties, but of Man. Sfimply
and purely as sucli, eyes to the front, lîands to the plougl.,,i, and
ivitli riglit cïar to, the concli of life.

Not only does the poet testrew -%vithi flowvers the bard rocks
of fate; " lie is botli miner and florist. There are for bini
sermons in stones, and a jcwel iii the toad's lhead that hiops
alibut tbc gardon.

Perhaps somc 'vise one wvill tell us hiow muctili iron capping
Jacques in the Forest was cnabled to, strip from a large minerai
dlaim, or if Touebstono liad the rgait of an assayer.

Beside the infinite brave oean shall Nvc scorn the moorings
of soine, to us, brighit bay or mineL, wvhere aniong the isles sucli
"voice of nelody " as Isaiali, and the "bIidden soul of harnmony"


