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i print. 'We have besn told by some writers
K that fesdng back is unprofitable, while by
! others we are told that it can be made
¥ profitable. Hero comes in the differency in
! Jocalitiss and markets. If one has a good
W market for extracted honey at a fair price
I it would not be profitable to feed back auy
R extracted honey he may secure.
§ Inthe twenty-five years that I have
experimented in fesding bees, I have been
2 both successful and unsuccessful in making
# the feeding back of extracted honey
& oprofitable. In the twenty-five years I
Eave learned something ruzarding the
2 preparation of colonies to be fed, the kind
B of feeder best adapted for the purpose
i and the preparation of tbe honey that
E isto bofed. Until within five years my
R success in feeding back was somewhat
B varied. But, for the past five years I have
f made it profitable to feed, by extracting
} from a portion of my unfinighed sectiing
f and feading the honey thus taken to colon-
B ics especially prepared for doing the work
B of completing sections. Thus transferring
B the honey from a portion of the unsalable
E scctions to another like portion thereby
B making the latter portion marketable with
E 10 expense except m{ own labor of extract-
g ing and feeding. find the shrinkage
E by the transfer of the honey
f from  one set of  sections to
[ the other is very slight, The greatest
E loss is due to the process of extracting, or
b in other words, to the adherence of honey
E to the extractor and other recepticles.
§ Ifirst pre%are the colony by filling the
E broad chamber with combs well filled with
i brood and sealed honey, or both. The un-
g finished sections are then placed on the
E hive two, thres or four tiers high, accord
k ing to the strength of the colony. Directly
¥ onthese sections I place a large feeder
B capable of holding sixtean pounds of honey.
£ The honey is first_diluted with warm
g water and then poured into the feader just
R atnight for the first, and if all works well
it will need refilling in the morming. I
B od for best results the honey shouid be
b alittle thicker than it somstimes is when
E first gathered, for if fed too thin the sec-
b tlons will have a Wwatery appearance, while
t on the other hand if fed too thick the work
g Wil progress slowly, and the cap-
tpings will be more or less soilad.
£ Therefore,in my case when I misjudge the
duration of the honey flow, and unfort-
f unately put on more sections than the bees
aresbls to finish I find it necessary to do
§ dmeextra work such as extracting and
& feoling back, In this I find it more profit-
sblsthan to carry over these unfinished
‘ mns, or to sell the honey in the lignid

BEE JOURNAL. 7

But, the most satisfactory and profitable
feeding with which I have had expsriencs,
is spring and summer feeding—stimulative
feeding s> called—but more especially
summer feeding.

FEaily in the season (I mean the brooding
season) the apiarist should see to it that
the bees are well provided with stores near
the brood, this may be honey or sugar
syrup, eour colonies should never
want for ample supplies at this season.
In order to avoid this I aim to
feed moderately, or enough to keep asupply
of uncapped honey in the combs until the

ges commencs to gather honey.

1f there is an interval at any time during
the honey season bstween any of the
sources from which we get our surplus, ag
there ususally is between fruit bloom and
clover, I feed moderately that the brood
combs may be kept well filled; that there
mayv be no vacancy in the brood combs to
be filled with the next flow of honey. the
object is to keep the brood constantlv filled
with either brood or honey, so that all
the white honey gathersd may be stored in
the sections. If this practics is kept up
judiciously through the honey season we
are sure to catch all the homey in the
sections. And later on we can transfer it
to our purses in a greatly reduced form.

Bristol, Vt.

—————— .

¢ Improved Methods of Extracted
9 Honey Production,

R. C. A1y, Loveland, Col.

This is a knotty problem. That improve-
ment is necessary, I believe that most will
admit, though just how to improve is a3
yet largely an open question. To know
what impovement is uecessary we must
know the faults of pressent methods.

Shall extracted honey be a luxury only,
or shall it become a staple? I answer, a
staple. Sugar now holds first place as a
sweet, is backed by a huge monopolistic
frust that scruples at nothing, good or
bad, so long as its financial interests are
forwarded.

Competition, it is said, is the life of
trade, though in fact it is the death of it.
If competition were only at all times fair,
then & thing would stand or fall as it has
merit ; but alas, competitive methods are
often so devoid of justica that merit loses
much of its weight. .

Comb honey is. and will probably re-



