
tPffiTuE Do-rîreîoi, PlE\VEW.

l)iv it, aud the mass of îisieralule existenîce reniains uuchanged whevrv ut the

iluight be geeatly lessenied. The fact flint, on the average, the Ini-get ulii
taînilies nre found amiîng the poorest workers, is a proof, flot that 1pîvvrty lut

causes fectindity. as monte think, but it fecuundity goes witlî ignoriîîîcu, cii
and] hlîcp to inake poverty. This is not only a labor question, it i.ý a t')

phy siologival, question for uiyriads ut wouîien who through sheer iglîor. gul

nure are uondemned to a lite of clîrouje suffering aud constant siai%(ý îv, tha

wlîere a modicuiu ot informuation aud guidance would work a world of WOI

ditferenre. It i
I have said that there are only two arguments worth considerati-i i ni

against the statement of the law of population. But a good deal of ii, titi

b as lately baea mnade of an argumuent which, though it dues flot dluto neý

the vvils o! over-population, suggests that these are lesa than the eis icy

wlîich iniiglit con of' fainily limuitation. There as a dangee, it s Said, Wh(
of prudence beirig carried tooý far. ln France, in soule years, there are i

miore deaths thian births , and this is set down to, the excessive practîrs 0%e
of fautily liitiation. But the truth is that the people o! France ar, finis Clit
prudent liv renson of the enormous hurden of tlaeir taxationi~; and if their I
ratlers a ;iut ai liarger population, tliev imait just liglîten the finaîîcialUn
burdens sud give more freedoin ta the iudustry of the people. Whlat to
happens wlien the births are fewer than the deathé is, tliat foreiga our
population tends to coule in. But tliis lias heen happening in France ar
for centuiries ;it was traced hast eentury, in respect o! population coiniaf infini
troin Switzerland and the Low Cotiutries ;and so long as tlie totol the
population does not fi l away, tliere is uo real deeline in French with oin
and poîwer. Maeautinio, it is iii every îxay better that the lîirtls Slnîuldl iSO n(
ha lessened dian that children sbould lie liorui who, irn tîte terms tf the the
case, aimait grow up tu misery. And liaere is a certain clear gain froin the thi
present state o! things. Patriotic anxiety is leading the Frenchi people
to take more cure o! .hat children they have, and in recent yearm their

infantile deatlî rate laias hîeen notireably reduced. Ou the w'hole, Me niai a ti
be pretty sure that there will always ha hiirths enonghi, relatively fi the du)
conifoýrt*posé,ible for piarenîts and childreu. Iu Great Britain, the trouîble o
is that, though fortunatelv the birth-rate bas tallen a great deal %within
the îpast ten years, ther- are still far more hirthîs than there shoulîl le, ~
and accordingly far more miser *v than exists iii France. And thiise Mhi lioPý

encourage such îniserv in order merely tii leepi up the census figures are else

really unworthy of be ing listeued tii ona social prolîlemas. is '

Apart from aIl the ahiove format of argument against tamily prudehnce. ir

we are constiartly met iii lîractice by tlîe protest that sncb irudetile is Prai
Iunnaturai ;" sund sorme very coarse peupîle tell uit that the coiîve.%ace tinta

o! the ne<-esbary knowledge is indecent. This kind of protest bas liren off i

flaunted b)v mien o! the mioat grossly vicionîs lives. To these mse nee in~ 1

offer no auswer. But to decent people, wbo, through simple nuiilesty 114

shrink from the subject, the answer is easy. Firstly, if the restritionflt5

tamilies be unnatural because it is a divergence f rom animal, iiîotiec h


