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THERE iS quite an inquiry for our September IIEi.TH
MONTBLY which gives our reasons for fleeing to Canada
to print our paper. We can supply some two or three
hundred copies yet. Those wishing to obtain one can
do so by sending one (3e.) postage stamp. Let not the
use of the participle "I fleeing" mislead our patients.
We use it in a figurative sense. We are at home in
New York, attending to our professional business. It
is only the HEALT .MONT11LY that lias changed its
residence.

Chronic lls.
By this time many will have returned from the

inountains or the sea-shore, more or less disappointed
at the results. The family physician usually advises
his get-no-better patients to try a change of scene and
air. Some return with positive indications of improve-
ment and feel quite happy about it. But large num-
bers also journey back to their homes very much dis-
heartened. Having tried the old system of medicine
and the hygienie influences of change without benefit,
ve trust it will not be considered obstructive if we in-

vite such invalids to give us a trial. Consultations per-
sonally or by mail cost nothing and no one is obliged
to be at any expense unless, after mature considera-
tion, it is thought advisable to try a new system of me-
dicine. Our remedies are not such as are usually ob-
tainable at drug-stores, being almost wholl of a botani-
cal character. Then, in addition to the fact, that our
remedies differ from those which are usually resorted
to, we think our experience in treating chronic diflicul-
ties ought to count for something. Giving special at-
tention to any class of maladies for twenty-five or
thirty years, ought to sharpen one's wits very coinsider-
ably in managing them. A list of questions will be
xnailed free to those who wish to consult us.
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CON T EN TS. PAE.

The Nedical and Surgical Treatment of President
James A. Garfield.

SINCE the fatal shot was fired that resulted in the
death, of President Garfield, the medical and surgical
treatment of the case has afforded a never-ending sub-
ject of comiient. This was a mnatter of course so long
as the result was uncertain, and seemed to depend
upon the efforts of the attendants, but the funal
dreaded result sinply intensified the discussion,
and all sorts of views were expressed, many asserting
that the treatment had after all been the best possible
while others regarded it as the worst possible.

Dr. T-Iamilton, one of the consulting surgeons, and a
very skillful man, says, "I I ami prepared to affirin that
surgery has no resources by whieh the fatal result
could have been averted," and most of his confreres
seerm to endorse this view of the case. It there be any
prominent dissentients they will probably be allowed
an opportunity to present their views in the trial of
Guiteau. What Dr. Hamilton lias said nay be strictly
true (we shall give our view%- further on) and yet the
treatment emploved have been very faulty. The dis-
cussion of the details of the treatment will doubtless
interest physicians for years to come, and if it be
shown that mistakes were made, suffering humanity
may largely profit by the knowledge of them.

Though the case was one demanding mainly surgical
treatment, we think the history of the case shows
that a good iedicine man may be a useful counsellor
in a surgical case, and this President Garfield evidently
did not have. Surgeons are not apt to be well quali-
flied as medical practitioners, and surgeons did direct
the medical treatment of the President. Thousands of
ultra-temperance folks denounced in toto the adminis-
tration of liquors in any forn, but they all had more
prejudice than medical experience, and we should not
join in their cry. Some physicians of high standing
were heard to say that not one-fourth the amount of
alcoholies was used that ought to have been. Their
sentiments we do not echo. From what we could
learn by imperfect newspaper reports, we should think
that the food and stimulation had been judiciously re-
gulated.

Until afidi report bas been rendered of the conduct
of the case, the medical treatment cannot be known
well enough to criticize, but if common reports were
true, we think there was altogether too much use of
opium and quinine. The heroic old-school bas in time
been compelled tu relinquish its abuse of the lancet and
mercury, but it has yet to learn tkat quinine and opium
are not necessarily of service in poisonous doses, be-
cause the patient is very sick.

We have known of two very severe cases of septi-
comia, lasting months, that recovered by mild homeo-
pathic treatment, and we don't believe they would
have done as well if the blood poison had been actively
fouglit with huge doses of quinine, or aggravated by
narcotie doses of opium. There are remedies whic*h
can be safely employed to disinfect septioemia, but
whether they were used in the case under consideration


