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NORTHENRN MESSENGER.

WHEN IS THE TIME TO DIE?

X asked the glad and happy child,
IWhose hands were filied with flowers,

Whose silvery laugh rang free and wild
Among the vine-wreathed bowers;

I crossed her sunny path and cried :
*When is the time to die?”

*Not yct ! not yet1” the child replied,
And swiftly bounded by, .

I asked a maiden ; back she threw
The tresses of her hair ;

Grief’s traces o’cr her cheeks I knew,
Liko pearls they glistoned there;

A flush passed o'er her Jily brow ;
I heard her spirit sigh;

*Not now,” she cried, “Ono! not now,
Youth is no time to die !

I asked o mother, ns sho pressed
Her first born in herarms:

As gently on her tender breast
She hushed her babe’s alarms §

In quivering tones her answer came,—
Her eyces were dim with tears

- My boy his mother's life must claim
For many, many ycars,”

I questioned ono in manhood's prime,
Of proud and fearless air;

His brow was furrowed not by time,
Nor dimmed by woe and care,

In angry nccents hoe replied,
And flashed with scornhiseyo;

*Talk not to me of death,” he cried,
“For only ago should die.”

I questioned age ; for him the tomb
Iiad long Jeen all prepared,
But death, who withers youth and b'oom
This man of years had spared.
Once more his nature's dying fire
Flashed high, as thus he cried ;
¢ Life! only life is my desire;”
Then gasped, and groaned, and died,
I asked o Christian; * Answer thou;
WWhen is the hour of death?”
A holy ealm was on his brow
And peaceful wag his breath s
And sweetly o'er his fentures stole
A snile, o light divine
He spake the lauguago of his soul,-=
** My Master's time is mine.”
—0ld Poecm. :
——i——e— -
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PLEDGES AND SALOONS.

Thirty-five or forty years ago my father
had a splendid Temperance Svciety. He
conducted it upon Seriptural principles.
The pledgo wus administered after Bible
reading and prayer in every case, and fre-
quently penple signed upon their knees.
In twelve months from its commencement
400 members were on the Society's roll.
At that time he believed and often said,
‘* The best way to close’the public-houses
is to preach the gospel and get all the
people to abstain.”  Kvery effort was made
by regular visiting and nieetings to keep
the society together., As soon as members
broke the pledge they were induced to re-
sign amid fervent prayer for grace to keep
it. Things continued in this way for ten
years. At the end of that time my father
“called his conumittee together for a special
examination of the roll, and a special look-
ing-up of members, The sad fact was re-
vealed, that out of the 400 original mem-
bersnot ten were foundtrue to their pledge.
Upnn close and careful enquiry the convie-
tion was forced upon the committce that
in almost every case the fall was traceable
to the temptations of the public-house.
Gospel preaching, prayer, visitation were
all found to be powerless in face of these
multitudinous traps of the devil. I well
remember his coming home one evening,
‘filled with sadness and despair, The fafe
of his lapsed members was a sore burden
on his heart. I shall never forget the
words he used,-** T am sure,” hesaid, *‘ we
have done our very best in every possible
way to rescue .and keep the people, and
now Lamas certain of ono thing as I am
.of my existence that so long as the public
sale of intoxicating drink is allowed in this
manner by the Government, all the preach-
ing aud praying in the world won't save
one in a thousand from drunkenness.”
These words astouished wme, coming from
one who had such faith in tho word of Gud.
But my subsequent experience hus proved
it entirely true. AndIask every Christian
to-day whether with all the gospel preach-
ing of the past 40 years the drunkards
have becn saved, wnd why not? Because
the public-house still exists. How long
are we blindly and stupidly to delude our.
selves in this matter? Assure as we allow
this overpowering temptation to continue
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wo shall, so far as the masses are con-
cerned, preach and pray and work in vain,
Drink will mock and thwart all our efforts,
and though we wmay here and there save
one, yet for each one saved a thousand
will be doomed to a drunkard’s hell.—
Walter Bathgate, in The Sunbeam,. -
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A DANGEROUS IDOL.

Daniel, a native of New Zealand, isonly
twenty, and his pretty little wife sixtecn.
He is a local preacher. There was a secreb
socicty which had great influence over the
heathen, It had idols of its own, on which
it was death for anyone to look who was
uninitiated. The popular superstition was
so strong on the subject that the members
of the society, out of pure benevolence,
Lept these idols buried. .But on one occa-
sion rain had partially disturbed the soil,
and & group of boys passing, of whom
Daniel was one, perceived with horror that
a portion of one of them was exposed.
Under ordinary circumstances they, would
have hurried away from the fatal spot, but
Daniel stopped them, ‘ DBoys,” he said,
‘“tho missionaries say it is all nonsense
about our dying because we lovk at ‘those
hideous old idols !~no one has ever tried
—suppose we try ! We'll dig this cne up
and look abit.” It was a Dold venture,
but bays are the same all over the world—
the spice of danger lent a charm to the
enterprise. Quickly they set to work and
unearthed the grim object of their terrors.
Setting it up, they gazed boldly at it, and
finding that nothing happened, they went
in search for others. Soon the sacrilegious
act was reported through the island, and,
doubtless, mothers trembled and watched
to see their children fade away, but as no
evil consequences ensued, the idols fell
into disrepute, and were soon abolished,
and now the generation to which Daniel
belongs, as well as many an aged cafinibal,
has seen by faith the unveiled face of the
Incarnate God, and lives.
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NOT A BAD MOTTO.

A gentleman who recently visited Mr.
Edison's great laboradory, at Menlo Park,
and whose son was about to enter upon
business life, asked -the Professor to give
him « motte for his boy, so that he might
remember it as a guide and stimulus in
after life. Mr. Edison laughed a littlo at
the novel request, and then said :—*¢ Well,
T'll give him this—tell him, never to look
at the clock ! Which means this—that
the man who succeeds to-day is not the man
whodoes just what he has contracted to do
and no more, but the man who throws his
heart into his work, feels a genuine inter-
est in it, and does not grumble if he has to
work ten minutes after office hours.

‘*MESSENGER” BIBLE STUDENTS,
Theo publishers of the Northern Messenqer
are pleased to be able to announce to their
young Bible students the results of the
last Bible Competition,
THE SENIOR TRIZE,

Among the older students the first prize
has been won by Miss Clara P. McEwan,
Lakefield, Ont., and the second by Master
Aubrey W. Fullerton, Round Hill, N.S.

SPECIAL MENTION,

The following deserve special mention
either for neatness of papers or excellence
of matter :— )

Margery Sorby, Ont.; Anna B. Chris-
tian, Ont. ; Rebecea J. McDonald, Ont. ;
Lizzie Armstrong, Ont. ; Daisy Hitchcock,
Ont. ; Maude G. Parry, Ont. ; Jennie
Grant, Ont. ; Annie A. MacKay, Ont. ;
Jennie Follick, Ont. ; M. E. Standen, Ont. ;
A. W, Maunder, Ont. ; Charles H. Emer-
son, Ont. ; Robert Cripps, Ont. ; Sophia
Hicks, Que.; Edith Baumgarten, Que. ;
Mabel Pridham, Que. ; Eva Green, Mich, ;
Lillian Newton, Kausas.

OTHER SENIOR COMPETITORS.

Mauy. of the following competitors are to
be commended for- good work done:—

Mary Anderson, Ont. ; Daisy B. Firby,
Ont, ; Virgil Burrill, Ont. , Lizzie H. Gin-
grich, Oné. ; Mande Miller, Ont.; Mary
Crow, Ont. ;1 Jenniv McKenzie, Ont. ;

Sophia Boyle, Ont. ; Grace Claypole, Ont, ;
Jane Greer, Ont. ; Ernestine Bingham,
Ont, ; Linnie Therr, Ont ; Minnie A.
Wilson, Out. ; Mabel Sproat, Ont..; Mary
L. Parson, Ont.; Lily R. Ross, Ont,;
John T. Rydall, Ont. ; Arthur E. Young,
Ont. ; Andrew Stewart, Ont. - '
The following is the sketch winning the
senior prize i— :
JONATHAN AND DAVID,

¢ And the soul of Jonathan was knit with the
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own
soul.”. This was the beginning of that iriendshig
which almost all the world knows about an
loves to read of, Jonathan, the prince, the
heir to the throne of Isracl, and Iavid the shep-
herd lad, *the stripling,” as he is called, from
the little village of Bethlchem. He had been
anointed God's chosen king by Samucl, had come
to Saul's court, had won tho admiration of the
people by his slaying of the great Philistine giant,
and then_also had won Jonathan’s heart, and
they made covenant together, Jonathan Liivmg
up his clothing, his sword and his bow as pledge,
King Suul's jealous temper was soon aroused
against David, the song of the women_after
battle,* Saul hagslain his thousands, and David
his ten thousands,” could not be tolerated, and in
afit of anger Snul threw his javelin at the young
man_and Tfinally removed him from the court,
making him captain over a thousand men.
’l‘hmugi'h all this the loyal friend, Jonathan, re-
mained constant and watchful. .

David was thrown in the way of every danger,
slaying two hundred Philistines that in ’i ~yment
he might receive the king’s daughter as his wife,
and as he overcnmo these dangers, one by one,
Sanl’s jealousy burned flercer than before, till ab
Iengthhe speaks t6 Jonathan and to all his house-
hold, that they kill David,  Whata misteke that
was to take David’s best friend in the kingdom
into a plot to kill him. Jonathan senf him word
te hide himself until he should make peace with
his father. Thishesuccceded in doingfora time,
but Saul's hostility could not be buried for long,
Again, and for the last time, David fled from be-
fore him in the court, and Jonathan and his wife
lovingly covered up his_flight. Shortly after,
David met his fricnd and renewed his vows of
friendship and determined on a sign to show
whether he might return once more in safety or
not, the sizgn to be in the words Jonathan should:
address to his armor-bearer after shooting three
arrows near David’s place of concealment. The
sign on that day was the one which it smote
Jonathan's heart to give, a sign which separated
the friends for almost the last time, and in the
field when the little 1ad gathered up . the
arrows, the record says *“ he knew not anything.”
but they knew and they fell upon cach other's
necks and kissed cach other and separated, the
one to go to an enraged father, the other to take
refuge with the Philistines. -:Once more they
met during Saul’s pursuit of David, Jonathan
found one‘opportunity to comfort his dearly be-
loved friend. The mecting was in a_wood, and
there Jonathan showed his grand character in
full light. * Fear not, thou shalt be king, and I

mous man, the example for sl time to those

echoues in our ears,

** Yo mountaing of Gilboa, let therc bo no dew,
neithor let there be rain upon you, for there the
shicld of the mighty is vilely cast awny.”

* How are the mighty fallen in {he midst (;E
bateilo, O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high
places:” CLARA P. MCEWEN.

Lakdfield, Ont.
JUNIOR PRIZiingR.

The. first junior prize has been won by
Miss Edina A Thornburn, Broadview,
Assa,, and the second by Miss Jennie C.
Crozier, Grand Valley, Ont.

SPECIAL MENTION.

Special mention either for neatness, or
excellence of matter must also be made of
Sarah A. Lawrence, Ont. ; Bessio Laing,
Ont. ; Maud M. Goodwin, Ont, ; Mabel
Brownell, Ont. ; R. M. Millman, Ont,. ;
John Cochrane, Ont. ; Gertrude MecClen-
aghan, Que. ; Helena Fairbairn, Que. ;
Addie Bushby, Man., Unity M. McGee,
N.8. ; Laurie Brown, Mich.

OTHER JUNIOR COMPETITORS.

The following are also deserving of com-
mendation :—Jessie  McDonald, Ont, ;
Jennie R. Sproat, Ont.; Louise Jones,
Ont.; Florence McCormack, Ont.; Isabella
McLeod, Ont.; Sarah A. Tracy, Ont.;
Levia E. Tracy, Ont.; Eva Caldwell, Ont.;
Tena Shelton, Ont.; Chilton Leek, Ont.;
Willie Hiles, Ont.; W. . Stevenson, Ont.;
Arthar Brownell, Ont.; Donald Farqular-
son Stewart, Ont, ; Henry Cullen, Ont,. ;
Stewart Slater, Ont. ; Asy Doner, Ont, ;
Alex. Y. Johnston, Ont. ; Mabel Moeser.
Que.; Mable F. Awde, Que.; Rosic Ficks,
Que. ; Bthel May Young, Que.; Fred
Moeser, Que.; Ruby 8. Skaling, N.S, ;
Evelyn Fraser, Man. ; Bva McFadden, I, ;
Emma Nelsen, N. Y. ;J. H. Bingham, Dt.:
John Tvor Guyther, N, Dak. ; Oliver M.
Cunningham, Mo.; Alfred Davidge, Ont.;
Alfred Harris, Ont.; Frauk French, Ont.;
Walter Gillanders, Que. ; Mercy S. Mamy.

N.B."; Edwin Colpitts, N,B. ; Annie Craw- |,

ford, Man.; Annic R. Guyther, N. Dak. ;
Jolin L. Perham, N. H.
The following is the junior prize sketch:
STORY OF DAVID AND JONATITAN.

This picture represents o scene in the lifo of
David and Jonathan, They livedin the reign of

.| with him, go he sent him away and made himn

shal] be next unto thee,” but the brave, magnani- |

who would make firm fricnds, fell in battlo soon’
afterwards at Gilboa, and David’s lament still |.

second king of Israel. was-the son of Jesse, ana-
ive of Bethlehem, Tho first weread of theirat-
tachment for each other ‘was-after David had
killed GoMath, tho Philistine glant. Jonathan.
becauno so fond of David, that hesiripped him-
sclf of his clothes and gave them tohim, even to
his sword and girvdle. R L L
Saul, vho at first had been very friendly and
had given David a.position of trust in his army,
now beeame so jealous, when he heard David’s.
deeds of valor praised, that ho fwice threwa
Jjavelin at him. He wagsalso afraid of him, be-
causethe Lord was with David, and wig not

captainover a thousand men. Another of Saul's
plang to get rid of David, was by sending him
tofight the Philistines, telling him he should have
his daughter in marriage if he proved he had
killed onc hundred, Saul hoped that David
would meet his denth in this way. David ful-
fllled the_conditions and became the king's son-
inJaw, Saultried next to get hisservants, and
oven Jonathan to kill David, but though Jona-
than knew that David would be king after Saul,
he always warned him whenever his father had
any new plan against his life, bidding him keep
out of Spul's sight, and then plerding with Saul
not. to kill David who was innocent of any evil
and who had also done so much for Isreal, until
Snul's heart was softencd and ho promised nob to
hurt David. "After this David went back and
lived in tho king's house. But Sanlagain tricd
to kill him by sending messengers to take him in
his own house, But Michal, David’s wife, hear-
ing ofif, let him down out of the windew and put
an imige in his bed. Then David went to
Samuel the pricst. - Saul pursued him there, but
the $gxrit of the Lord came upon him and he did
David no harm. After this David went to Jona-
than and asked that he might hide till after the
feast of the new moon, If Saul inguired why
David wasabsent, Jonathan shonld answer that
he had gone to keep the feastiat hisfather’s house.
If this pleased Sam), David was safe, if it dis-
pleased him David must fly. He also renewed
the covenant which they had made. ButDavid's
absence angered Saul and he tried to kill his son,
s0 Jonathan knew David mustnotreturn. Next
day the friend parted with many tearsanddid
not moet again. Afterward when Saul and his
sons were killed in battle, David grieved exceed-
ingly for his friends, even of Snul, his encry, he
spoke no evil, David was also very kind to
Mcphibosheth, Jonathan’s crippled son.
X EpINA A. THORBURN, aged 12,
Broadview, Assa. - )
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TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED
STATES.

Our subscribers throughout'tho United States
where International money orders cannot be
procuréd can remit by mongey. order, payablo at
Rouses Point Post Office, N, Y. State, or secure
an American XExpress Co. order, payable at
Montreal, K
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NEW CLUB RATES. )

Thé following are the NEw Crun Rares for
the MESSENGER, which aro considerablyreduced;

B ) ) £
10 copics to onge address.,,
20 [ 44 X3 s
50 4 " 4o

100 " “w [

Sample package supplied free on application,
JonN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal.

THE PEOPLE'S ENITTING MACHINE,
Ratail price only $6.00, Will Ionté
P ckings, Mitts, Scarfs, Leggings,
4 Fancy-work and everything re.
¥ quircd in the household, from
home-spun or factory yarn. Simplo
and casy to operate. Just tho
g moachino every tamily has Jon,
R wished for. On receipt of 2
i) I will ship machine, threaded up,
with full instructions by express
" ht cio. D, ,lel cnlt} pay tlmbn‘.nn’co,
o mnchine I8 received. arge commissicn
fé"’,'i'g‘e’;‘n’fs'.'tc&"cumm and terms free. Safo delivery
and satisfaction guarantced. Address
VARDON & GEARMART, Dundas; @nt..
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Saul, the first king of Isracl, who was Jonathan's
father.- David, who afterwards became the
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