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The Bool-Room.—~Great interest is al-
ways felt in the report which Dr. Briggs
presents from year to year at all the Con-
ferences. However dry figures may be
the genial Book-Steward so presents his
bill-of-fave that it suits cven the most
fastidious of his hearers. He stated that
about 84:30,000 of cash was turned over in
the year.  Notwithstanding the hard
times he claimed that the House had
enjoyed a prosperous term, as a proof
of wlnch €7,500 had been donated to
the Superannuation Fund—the largest
amount ever donated. The Buok-Stew-
ard, however, startled some of his hearers
when he told of the debts owing to the
Bouk-Room by certain ministers, some of
whom were not at all courteous in the
replies which they sent him to letters
asking for payment. With great regret
he stated that unless there was a dimi-
nution of these obligations severe means
would have to be adopted.

Sabbath  Observance.—Ontario reveres
the Sabbath, and probably Toronto excels
all other cities in its efforts to keep the
Sabbath day holy. There is an increas-
ing effort on the part of many to break
down the sacredness of the day of rest.
All the Conferences spoke in strong terms
in favour of maintaining the sanctity of
the Lord’s day. Sir Charles H. Tupper’s
efforts to secure an amendment to the
Lord's Day Act, which would prevent the
publication and sale of all newspapers on
the Lord's day, were highly commended ;
while the praiseworthy and zealous man-
ner m which John Charlton, Esq., M.P.,
hag contended for parlinmentary enact-
ments to further promote the sanctity of
the Lord’s day received like recognition
from the various Conferences. The mem-
bers of our churches were urged to avoid
travelling by all kinds of public convey-
ances on this day, to aveid late shopping
on Saturdays, to support all those cfforts
which were being made to secure a better
observance of this holy day, and wher-
ever possible to secure a  half-holiday
during the week. Works of necessity and
mercy alone should be performed on the
Lord’s day.

Temperance.—Of course, all Methodist
Conferences favour temperance. When
the subject was not so popular as it is at
present our ministers and people were
among its most zealous advocates, and
such they have remained to the present
time. A temperance meeting is held at
every Conference.

Deaconess  Movement.—A  delegation
from the Deaconess’ Home visited To-
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ronto Conference and greatly interested
the members with an account of what the
sisters are doing on behalf of the sick
and suffering.  As the deaconess work
becomes better known it will be better
appreciated. It is a work of mercy such
as we feel sure the Lord will bless.

Rev. W 8. Grifiin, D.D.—This ¢s-
teemed minister is treasurer of the Su-
perannuation Fund. He Jooks well after
the interests of the fund committed to
his care, and his annual visits to the
Conferences, and his labours on circuits,
both in the pulpit and at conventions,
are a great inspiration,

Manitoba School Question.—It was not
possible to avoid expressions of opinion
on this vexed question. Sonrie were
afraid of politics, and cried aloud *‘ hands
off,” but for gooud or for evil the Confer-
ences voiced their sentiments. The con-
sensus of opinion seemed to be that the
people of Manitoba should be allowed to
settle the matter as they think best.
In this opinion no member of Confer-
ence desired to injure their Roman Cath-
olic fellow-subjects a single iota.

The Outlool:.—No doubt some are dis-
appointed. DBut taken as a whole we
trust that the various Conferences have
entered upon a successful year. If the
religious services that were held, more
particularly the devotional meetings at
the opening, with the love-feast, reception
and ordination services, are an indication,
we may anticipate that showers of bless-
ing will descend upon all the Confer-
ences during the present year. God
grml)t that our expectations may be real-
1zed !

Oruer CaNaDIAN CHURCHES.

The Preshylericae Assembly met in Lon-
don. DMore than five hundred commission-
erswereappointed, but not more thanthree
hundred were in attendance at any single
session.  The retiving moderator was the
apostolic Mackay, the founder of the
mission in Formosa. His sermon and
addresses were of the most arousing kind.
The new moderator, Dr. Robertson, has
long been known by his indefatigable
labours as General Superintendent of
Missions in Manitoba. He richly merits
the honour thus conferred. Some of the
aged Presbyterian veterans, such as the
venerable Dr. Reid and Dr. Gregg, were
compelled to retire, but they will be
succeeded by other efticient men. The
missions at home and abroad were re-
ported prosperous, though for obvious
reasons those in China and Formosa ex-




