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P)OPular wilI. The truth is aise palliated, am respects the noterious lack of family
governiment ini the United States, and the destruction of the family idea by the
&Ystem of boarding in large hotels, ail of which is 80 injurions to, the culture of
PietY. The very important subject of the relation of American Churehes to,
Anmerican Slavery, occupies no more than nine pages of thi8 laige volume, and

itreated in the apologetic way usual with American Divines. The author seems
to admit that the Churýches have not made ail the effort in their power in behaif
Of the enslaved millionis. But lie forgets to, rebuke saehligand slavery-
dlefending ministers of the Gospel, ami in fact offers us no more than the oA
repeated phrases about the extremne difficulty of the question, and the propriety
of leaving the solution te the Divine Providence. One grows weary of this
Carnal prudence, wbich indefiuitely postpones justice to the oppressed, liberty te
thrte millions and a-half of our fellow-men, for the sake of quietuess and gain,
shleltering the iniquity behind a convenient reference to the Providence of God.

We are obliged te add, that in Our humble judgment, the work of Dr. Baird,
concealing or palliating the truth in some points, exaggerates the truth in others.
It exaggerates the good points of American preaching, and says netking of the
fr'igid intelleçtualism of some pulpits, or -the flery polities of other. It aise
exaggerates the benefits of the Revival System, the effect of which in many
Parts of the United States is to, engender a hight esteem. of the ordinary means
Of grace, and to throw ministers atid congregations jute aiternate extremes of
ardour and indifference. God forbid that we should taise objections against
any refreshing that Hie grants, te, bis licritage!1 But there is a distinction to be
drawni between the revivals that are ' got Up' and those that 'corne down.'

Dr. Baird ought not to have omitted the subject of religious worship. lie
cannot be, ignorant of the fact that visitors lrom Great Britain or frorn Canada,
einteriug the Churches of the United States, are struck with the apparent irrever-
'nce of the cougregation, and sometimes of the minister tee. The frequent
l'vitY of the, Churcli music, its performance by a choir apart altogether from the
Conlgregation, an-d the monsÛrous indecorum. of sittiug at prayer, ought not te
Pas without animadversion, or at the least some words of serieus regret. The~eopIe are auditors; they hear the music, hear the prayer, and hear the sermon;
v t in many Churches which we bave visited, the people do net, fromn their en-

'tranIce te, their exeunt, deport themselves, as worshippems Doubtless there are
""'nY worshippers in spirit anti in truth, but there is a painful absence of the
'eemlY expressions and attitudes of devotion.

ln these strictures, we are anirnated by ne unkind feeling. We appreciate
Dr. Baird's enthusiasm in praise of bis country. But bouest truth, witbout var-
nisb or apology, is the first requisite ini sucli a work as this professes te be, and
We feel that we cannot receive the volume now before us as a just estimnate of
ac-tua' ' religion in America,' or rather ' in the .Uited States,' for se the titie should
have run. ItMa minister te national and ecclesia.stical vanity, and dazzle withits briglît elr the eyes of distant readers; but we, who are at baud, and havehad Bor"' OPPO]rtunity of personal observation, wislh that the colors miglit be
toned down te a raore sober hue, that we miglit have the pleasure of recomiuend-
ing the work as a reliable and comprehensive surnmary of most initerestung facts.
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