
234 THE CNADJAN ORTJCUJLTUIJSTOcoe,10

The following is a plan of the fiowers -
The small centre is Mesemhyanthemnum
Cordifolium and the'flrst ring is Alter-
nantheria Parenchoides Magnifica. Next
corne eight sharp triangles, forming the
eight points of the star, t he two opposed
triangles being of the same plant.

The following four plants compose
them: Alternantheria Amoniae, Alternan-
theria Aurea, Crassula Borig, Sedum
Glaucum.

The mimerais and letters are of Alter-
nantheria Schmidtii.

On a groundwork of Alternantheria
Amoniae, the sixty minutes are marked
out in Kienia, and the small outer border
is Cerastrum Tomnontosum. Altogether it
forms a remarkable, and is a mairvellous-
ly well kept bed, constantly "groomed"
and perfectly flat.

Mr. Symes bas brought bis Schizanthus
to a pitch of absolute perfection in habit,
compactness and size of fiower. 1 have
taken two groups of these and, if the film
is successful, I hope to send them to you
later, with particulars concerning his
cultivation of them. Many horticulturists
assail hlm with questions about them. He
does not always answer. 1 was favored,
because, first, he found by a pertinent
question of mine, that I understood some-
thing about them; second, because 1 was
a Devonshire woman; third, because Can-
ada is my home. To "corne from Can-
ada" generally opens English hearts.

One word must be added concerning

Water pot plants only when they need
it, then water them thoroughly. When
the soif begins to, get dry and powdery
on the surface, or when the pot is tapped
with the fingers it emits a ringing sound
--the. plant requires water. Then give
suffilcient water so that it runs through
the bottomn of the pot, then withhold
water until needed again. Giving a
little water every day or at any
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the sink. This should be done on fine
warmn days if possible. Hirsute or rough-
Ieaved plants, such as the rex begonfi,
gloxinias,-etc., should not be sprinkled
over the foliage.

PERTILI ZERS
When the pots become full of roots

and the soul worn out or exhausted, a
little fertilizer can be given. The soi]
should be moist, not dry or very wet,
when fertilizer is applied. There are
several good plant foods sold at large
seed stores. Sterlingworth Plant Tab-
lets or Bonora are both good. The first
costs io cents for a small box sufficient
for a good collection of plants for the
whole winter. Bonora iS 25 cents a small
tin. This is the best fertilizer for plants
that I have tried for amateur work.

Haîf an ounce of nitrate of soda dis-
solved in one gallon of water makes a
good fertilizer for pot plants. About haîf
a teacupful every two weeks for a plant
in a six inch pot will be sufficient. Be-
gonias and coleus must not be given too
much fertilizer. Geraniums and chry-
santhemums wiIl bear a larger quantity.

INSECT PESTS
The spraying with water will help

keep down insect pests, especially if the
water is applied to the under side of the
leaves. Insect pests increase and thrive
best in a dry, warmn atmosphere. They
do not like moisture. For aphis or green
lices red spider and thrip sulpho..Tobacco
Soap is a good remedy. This costs io
cents a packet at seed stores. Soapy
water or a solution of whale oil soap and
tobacco water is beneficial.

Smoking the plants is also beneficial.
Care must be taken not to burn the
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