gt gh

THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL. 341

romote region cost mo sixty cents & pound! Bat onough of soen-| Asa prouof of this I noed only romind you of the wazliko enthu.
ory, for that lust ellort has exhausted my dosoriptive powors, sinsm aroused in our High School at the beginning of the presont

Having endoavored to show wnat Osnada is and what st may | rebellion. Tho flushed chooks, the flashing eyes, the martial boar-
bevuinte, lot mo new uxaming if hor pvuplo ate Worthy of so graat o ing of the buys, mast have couvinced overy beliolder that wo only
hovitage. Our duuntry was, as you aro aware, one of tho fow cul-| waunted the opportunity to throw ourselves upon tho robels and
omes fuundud by thoe French, onv of the bravest, wittiest and muost | swesp thom frum the country they disgraco. The readiness mani-
polished races of Earopo. | fested by our voluntesrs in coming forward to deliver their country

‘Their furm of guvernmont was not caleulated to promoto the, from tho danger which now threatons her sufficiontly proves that
growth of tho country in population or wealth, for its tondonoy was|if, in the futuro, Canadinns muast engage in war, they will act theic
touo strongly in the direction of centralization of puwer to smit the, pact in a insunet worthy the descendaats of the warriors of Olon.
scattorod suttlemoats of & guluny. Howover, 'in the infaucy of the  tarf, Creay and Bannockburn. But lot us rathor hope that, under
count.y that vory centralizatwn may have countoractod the evil|the influence of oducation diffused throughout the land, under the
results whioh aco likoly to vusue whon men, svparated from their|influcnop of the Guspel preached in overy village, of the Biblo

felluws, azo tuo few tu vstablish local governmonts, aud are, thero-
fore, freed to a groat extent frum the rostraints of law. When the
rivalry of thu British colunios on their borders forced the governors
of New Franou to extond the lunits of theircountry, and the period
of their usefulness had passed away, then the powor which cuntrols
tho destiny of nations romovod them from thewr positions and sub-
stituted mon and institutions botter adap’ed to tho genius of the
country.  Unfortunately, the substitution of Betish fur French
rulo did nut romove every obstaole that lay in the way of Oanada's
advancomant ;* for thero stul exists a distinct peoplo, with peculiar
language, laws and custorcs, whose interests do not always scem
idontical with thoso of thuir fellow-countrymon.  Sull, the fusion
of tho races is going on, though slowly, and we may hope that, he-
foro the lapse of anvther century, but one lauguage, one interest
aud one pouplo will be hnowa within gur boedors, and that French
will eXist only as au accomplishment, and as a me.ans of turturing
unfortunate High Schoul pupils. To this section of our peuple
Canada awea niwmos which have won more than a provincial fame.
Hounoré Frochette, the taleated lawyor-puot of Monteeal, who, a
fow years ago, won the prize offered by the Fronch Acadomy for the
best poom of the yoar, and Mmo. Albani, the well-known prima
donua, have proved to the world that even the divine arts can be
successfally cultivatod by the ** shuddering tenants ™ of the ** fow
arpents of snow. "

But I must now speak of Oatario, tho provinco most intorosting
to us, which was sottlud chiotly by those two groat razes, first tho
Irish, and then the Scotch ; «nd 1ts position as leading province of
the Dontinton would seem to justify all that was sard i their favor
by the geutlomen who sv ably championed their cause. Shall I
toll how our ancestors came to tho wilds of Ontario, with little ¢lse
than s year's provisions, axes which they did not know how to use,
and the noble manhvod which enabled them to undergo any priva-
tion, any toil, 1f only they coatd win for these dear to them homes,
which in their native country they could never hopo to possess?
Shall I describe thoir suffurings from poverty, disease and e7en
samine, while they wore daily meeting and overcowing difficulties
which we their descendants, never can experionce? Shall I tell
how, prematurely old, and worn out with toil of which we reap the
bonekit, they went dowr at last to the grave, not, indeed, unwept
aud ushonured, but I fear without having at all times rocoived
feom us those vutward marks of respeot which their seli-denial, solf-
sacrifice and success so well merited. It is to these mon we owe
vur position among tho nations to-day, to **.eso heroes—for heroes
they wero—who shuwed their courage aud their manhood, not in
inflioting, but in enduring pain—not in slaying men, but in felling
trees.  And when the invasion of their country called themn away
from thouxe and the plow, they showed at Chateauguay, at Quesns-
ton and at Detroit, that thoy were able to fight and willing to die
for the land of their adoption. Now, are tho sons of those men
unworthy of such sires? Thore are persons now, as there wore
three thuusand years ago, who grumble that the race is degonerat-
ing ; that wo are becoming too learned ; that.our physical strength
as well as our hair is rapidly disappearing under cunstant study ;
that we are develuping head at the expensc of arms and legs, that
‘“tho days of chivalry are gone,” and that wo can no longor expect
such dovoted patriotism as distinguished the aucient Greeks and
Romus. It1s true that we will not hold our hand in the fire till
the sinews cracklo merely to show our fortitude, that wo will not
sacritice ourselves tv appease the wrath of an imaginary spirit, that
wo cunnot affurd to throw away lives which are valuable to our
country, ourselves and our—cousins ; but if necessity requires it,
I know that I am but voicing the sentiment of the young meu of
Canada when I quoto :

* As fought our sires of old
5o we will fight agamn

road in gvory hume, Canada will exert a nioral power which will
holp to hasten that timo when the motto of tho nations will be :
* Peaco on oarth, good will to men, glory to God on high.”

I have roviewod the past, T have spoken of tho present, it only
remains to say a few words about tho future. In our hands, my
follow students, and in the hands of others like us, lie the des.
tinies of our countcy. Just as wuare onergetic, seli-denying,

| carnust . just as we aro distinguished for the roatitude of our lives,

80, in proportion, will the future of Canada be glorious, Does it
not become us, then, to crush out of our nature every tendency
tv meanness, ovory baser passiot, every inclination to trifle ; and
to strengthen vur inanhnud, cultivate our nobler feolings, and aim
at a mental and moral perfection which education and celigion
have placed within onr reach? And not to the boys alone do I
appeal, for the future of our country depends as much upon the
ladies, I think even moro than upon us. Your influence, whici
began with your infancy, is increasing and oxtending, and, if you
use it rightly, will continue to do so while you live. It is almost
universal, for from buyhvod to maahuod, from manhood to old age,
wo are always boing rendered happy or miserablo according as
your power is exertod favorably or unfavorably upon us. In our
childhood your inflaenco as mothers with the aid of a slipper or
strap, is suflizient to dissolve us in tears. In our youth your smile,
as maidens, is sullicient to reward us, your frown to reprove us. In
middle age your poweras wives—but I shall leave that sentence
unfiatsied till I can speak from experionco, It is enough that your
charactor is reflected in our conduct, and that according as you are
modest, sensible and guod, so will we bs gentlemanly, generous
aud upright,

Since this essay was first written, Mr. Presidont, tho events
which have takea place in the North-West—the n:arch of Col.
Otter, tho dating attack on the enomy’s riflo pits, the deatl of so
many of our boys —conclusively prove that the sons of Canada are
not degenorating either in endurance or courage. Remember that
one of the first who fell in the cause of their ovuntry was a boy, u
student, a native of this county —almost one of yourselves ; and if
no furthor sacrifice be now demanded of them, let tho boys of
Canada romember the name, honor the memory, and, when neces-
sary, follow tho hervic example sot them by Allie Ferguson. And
the generous enthusiasm of the ladies, their kindness in sending
comtorts to the troops, their offer to act as nurses, show that the
hearts of Canadian yirls are in the right place, and that, if all are
not willing to ba Flurence Nightingales, they will at least jvin
heartily in the souy with which wa shill conclude our programmo
to-night : God Save *¢Our Boys.”

Holidap Weading

A TRUANT EPISODE.

—

She walked leisurely along Sixteonth street in San Francisco,
one morning last May, a very stately lvoking old lady, with silvery
curls about her fuco. Upon her head she wore a widow's cap,
shaped like a coronet, and her full black dress fell in soic folds
about her.  An old gentleman, bowed and decropit, his bald head
cuvered with a black skull cap, watched her with deep interest as
she approached, from his pust on the steps of the Sixteenth streot
market,

Chaucing to look up, sho caught his eye. A singular under
standing seemed to be at onco established between them,

He beckoned to hor mysteriously, and looking cautiously about



