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Oanktayhee fashioned the earth into a large circular
plain.

The earth being finished, he took a deity, one of his
own offspring, and grinding him to powder, sprinkled it
upon the earth, and this produced many worms. The
worms were then collected and scattered again. They
matured into infants; and these were then collected and
scattered and became full-grown Dahkotahs.

v The bones of the mastodon, the Dahkotahs think, are
those of Oanktayhee, and they preserve them with the
greatest care in the medicine bag. It is the belief of
the Dahkotahs that the Rev. R. Hopkins, who was
drowned at Traverse des Sioux, on July 4th, 1851, was
killed by Oanktayhee, who dwells in the waters, because
he had preached.against him.

This deity is “supposed to have a dwelling-place
beneath the Falls of Saint Anthony. A few years ago,
by the sudden breaking up of a gorge of ice, a cabin
near Fort Snelling, containing a soldier, was swept off
by the flood. The Dahkotahs supposed that this great
god was descending the river at the time, and, being
hungry, devoured the man.

HAY-0-kAH (the anti-natural god) —There are four per-

sons in this godhead. The first appears like a tall and

slender man-with two faces, like the Janus of ancient

' mythology. Apollo-like, he holds a bow in his hand

streaked with red lightning, also a rattle of deer claws.
The second is a little old man with a cocked hat and
enormous ears, holding a yellow bow. The third, a man
with a flute suspended from his neck. The fourth is
invisible and mysterious, and is the gentle zephyr which
bends the grass and causes the ripple of the water.

+* Hayokah is a perfect paradox. He calls bitter sweet,




