
LIFE IN THE CLEARINGS.

friend's wife and daughters on New-Year's~day, with-
out making a suitable apology for the omission of
this usual act of courtesy, and the hint is acknow-
ledged by a direct cut the next time the parties
meet in public.

It is an especial frolic for -all the lads who have

just returned from school or college to enjoy their
Christmas holidays. Cakes and sweetmeats are
showered upon them in abundance, and they feel
themselves of vast importance, while paying their
compliments to the ladies, and running from bouse
to house, with their brief congrâtulatory adress-
" I wish you all a happy New Year!"

It would be a thousand pities if this affectionate,
time-honoured, hospitable custom, should be swept
away by the march of modern improvement. Some
ladies complhin that it gives a number of vulgar, un-
der-bred men, the opportunity of introducing them-
selves to the notice and company of their daughters.
There may be some reasonabLe truth in this remark;
but after all it is but for one day, and the kindly gréet-
ings exchanged are more productive of good than evil.

The evening of New-Year's day is generally de-
voted to dancing parties, when the young especially
meet to enjoy themselves.

The Wesleyan Methodists always "pray the old
year out and the new year in," as it is termed here,
and they- could not celebrate its advent in a more
rational and improving manner. Their midnight
anthem of praise is a sacred and beautiful offering to
Him, whose vast existence is not meted out like
ours, and measured by days and years.

Large parties given to very young children, which
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