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ing where to go, the paddle of the voungest of the bovs broke ‘He Was tired, fell asleep.
-and at last perished of cold and hunger. Aftér a short wh;le, the paddle of the next broke

and he also. perished. * Then the two surviving brothers wrapped their blankets around

themselves, and after a while the third one died also. Now only the-eldest remained. He
fell asleep, but. after a short while he felt that the canoe had struck the shore, ete.

vadenﬂv the masses of ice referred to here, and the ‘boat of sea-lion skm, which the
bov later on/receives as a present from' the inhabitants of that land, refer to'the Eskimo
countrv I several other legends, which I collected in the northern part of Vancouver
Island, wmxlar passages occur. In one of these two brothers go adrift, and after a whil:

" reach a ldnd where skin boats are used, and- where the nights are very long.-

Considering the great umiormlty of Eskimo life all over Arctic America, I cannot hut
conclude that in Ahska, the Northwest Americans exercised immediate influence upon-
the Eskimo, and that west of the Mackenzie we do not find the latter in-their primitive
state of culture. It is not xmposslble that,.in consequence of this mﬂuence, inventions

-and custorns “hnh were originally Eskimo became more nefvlected than they ‘were in.
~ other regions where forexffn influences are not so strong.

But we have to conslder several other points. The use of masks representmrr my rhx-ﬂ_ .
cal beings. which is peculiar to Northwest American tribes, is not entirely wanting among
the Eastern Eskimo. The giving away of property at certain festivals;, and the use of the .
singing-house. w1th a central fire and places for the people all around the iwall. nay be
traced as far as Davis Strait.  It. may even be that the plan of the snow or stone house of
the Eskime. with elevated platforms on three sides’ of a central floor, mth be traced bac k
to a square house sn’m]ar to that of the Western tribes. : ~ :

I shall not enter into a discussion of the similarity between Esklmo and Indian folk :
lor». as our Lnowled"e of Alaska legends is too deficient. The few traces that are (ommmf
to both- are so widespread that they cannot. be considered proof of an early connection
between these peoples. The story of the dog who was the ancestor of certain tribes, the

“transformation of chips of wood into salmon, the idea that amm'xls are men clothed in the

" skins of animals, stories of children who were deserted by their relatlves and became rich
. and powerful by the he]p of spirits, and of a'log that was the husband and provxdm of a
- number of women, are common to the folklore of Northwest Amenca and to that of the’
Eskimo. ~ : .

S far we have roferred only to the mﬂuence of the Northwest Americans apon tho

" Eskimo. Was theré no influence 'in the opposite diréction ? We find this influence to

exist, first, in the traditions Whl“h were mentioned above, furthér, in the use of certain
1mp1c‘méntﬁ The peculiar Eskimo throwing-board is used by the Tlingit of Sitka, although
fa.«hmnvd ac cordlno' to their style of art. The Eskimo harpoon and the Northwest American .
harpoon must undoubtedly be"‘referred to the same origin. The peculiar style of carving-

- -of the Northwest Americans has been developed by the Eskimo in such ‘a manner, that
" whole ﬁf’urés are attached to- masks and 1mplements, the figures themselves being not

conventional. Thns we may see a kayak on one wing of a mask, and seals that the
hunter in the kayak pursues on another -This style has mﬂuenced the carvmo‘s of the

‘Tlingit, and partxcularlv those of the Yaku‘tat

If we try to compare the ethno]o«ncal phenomena of the other nelghbors of the North

west Amenrans with the cnstoms and hab1ts of the Iatter,, we must unfonunately confess
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