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of them in the name of the King, he and his heirs to

occupy such lands as Henry's vassals and trade
therein.

The " Matthew,"'a small vessel, was accordingly

fitted out, sixteen Bristol men and a Burgundian

forming the crew, and in her Cabot set sail from the

ancient port, May 2nd, 1497.
Voyaging nearly due west, he, to quote from the

contemporary letter of Lorenzo Pasqualigo, "wandered

about a long time, and at léngth hit land "-not

Bonavista, Newfoundland, nor Cape Chidley, Labrador,

whose shores are ice-bound at that season; but Cape

Breton, the easternmost point of Nova Scotia ;-" he

coasted 3oo leagues and landed; saw no human

beings, but brought to the King certain snares which

had been set to catch game, and a needle for making

nets; he also found some felled trees, wherefore

supposing there were inhabitants, he returned to his

ship in alarm." Two islands were subsequently

sighted (St. John's and Newfoundland), but shortness

of provisions compelled Cabot to return homewards

without landing.

And so, after an absence of three months, the little

ship, having safely braved·the perils of those unknown

seas and inhospitable shores, sailed

"Up the Avon's gentle flood and under Clifton's height"

to her old anchorage beside the Quay.

On the ioth of August, her captain was in London
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