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One of the most complete and Inter- northern end of Twodla laite and eating reports coming to hand this crosses th. Pack rivP about thre! 
season from the provincial govern- miles farther north The distance be
inThe «°,?? Ipl°Ppry surveyora tween the Pack and the Parsnlprtve™ 
In the field is that wMch has just been by this line Is three and a half miles 
presented to Hon. Wlillam R. Ross. The Mis,Incbincha river hL m, Zree

by in *• »«*»» »t What is known », 
nfeJT°“ * BnrweU. B. C„ Pine River Pass, and runs westerly 

»l<nk VMicouver who were as- about'20 miles, where it debouches Into 
signed by surveyor-Qeileral E. B. the' Parsnip at 185 miiPo frnT_ M^ay, on. the 16th of May last, to source! dis creet “vXJ “bout 

visit, examine ^ and report upon that *0 feet in width and contained about
tikZkk ^°1™ble lylnS to 26 second feet of water in August,
the east of the Rocky Mountains, and 8ttm. QoM D„„„ .
known generally as the Peace River _ 8 ° d Penned
district*»-» region in which Government ™e panned «orne flour gold from 
Agent F, c. Campbell spent approxlma- th“ *tr6am'" “F the exploratory snr- 
tely two years, returning last summer veyon- "but u 11 too fine and In too 
with an interesting report In which *ma11 Quantlty to be of value. The old 
prominence was given to the appar- Hudson> B»y company’s trail, run- 

. ently great extent and value of the coal nln® from stuart lake to Fort Mc- 
areas of the Pine River Pass locaUty Le°4’ theïîc« to Twodla. lake and Pars-

ar vaiue ot the
M^r^^ttB^.P°rt,0n ^ ^Ml™=r 9tiarter mlU'"ab0V-

that which chronicles the* incidents 6t th7* f*ndlay Hapids are Practically 
a visit to Port McLeod, at an elevation ^h® h®fdlJc Vt™ °f lh® Peace riyer, In 

* Of 2,260 feet, thé - oldest Hudson's Bav î**,tude 66'4B at an elevation of 2,000 
company fort in British Columbia n uTf , Th*y very '
having been originally established bv 8W1^t and deep, with large boulders add 
the Northwest Tmdlng company and ro<*y <outcroppings through them; they 
afterwards taken over by the Hudton Ta a ^ï6 l0ng hy
Bay company In 1*20. There are 28 feet 7id and have a -dr°P ot 12 
Indians left of the Biccannie Nation tf0*n ^ & nortbwésterly <Urec-

who hunt and trade hère, but 
■dying off. kl I
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■ they are called, which are numerous In 
the Parsnip river and are excellent 
eating; they will also take a fly. There 
are quite a few bear of the .griMHy, 
silver tip, black and brown species to 
be had by anyone who understands 
hunting. The moose, caribou and deer 
are scarce at present, bût as the 
young alder and willdw grow up in 
the burnt country, doubtless they will 
come in from the territory along the 
Peace river where they are reported as 
being numerous at present - '

timber Is chiefly spruce averaging 
about eight inches in diameter. Jack 
pine averaging about ten inches, bal
sam about ten inches, white birch, with 
an occasional fir, while cottonwood, 
alder, willow and poplar are very thick, 
especially along the banks of the 
rivers. The cottoriwpdd grows from 30 
to 36 inches and these trees are the 
ones the Indians use for making their 
canoes. We would suggest that if you 
intend completing the exploration of 
the Peace river country you place a 
reserve oti both sides of the Findlay 
river as far north as Fort Graham, 
which could be explored at the same 
time, and we beg to apply for the ex-
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’"There are one or two gold hearing 
quartz ledges on the Pine River Pass; 
also some coal seams, all of which are 
staked. There are also seams df lig- , . 
nite to be seen throughout the dis- plorin® of the country on the east aide 
trict and plenty of float of the same ot the same- The total number of 
character, but they are of no value. acrea explored this season was ap- 
There Is a good quartz ledge reported Pri,5lmat8ly 260,000, and the number 
on Wicket creek, about 20 miles down of r'Me8 traversed approximately two 
the Peace, but we did not get down hundrcd and twenty." 
to see it. We panned most of 
streams and creeks, but got nothing 
excepting in the Miseinchlnca, where 
the gold Was tod fine to be of 
value.

;

Th© flat country terminates hare 
on the eastern side, as far as the Pars
nip and Peace rivers are concerned, 
thé Rocky Mountains forming the 
banks of the Peace for about 20 miles."

With reference to the climate of the 
British Columbia portion of the 
Peace River country, Messrs. Hermon 
& Bur well say: "The seasons, accord
ing to the Hudson's Bay company’s 
records are rather sevese around Mc
Leod and the Parsnip Valley, idcLeod 
lake freezing up the 1st of November
and the ice remaining until the begin- , »• \
ning of May, the average snowfall dur
ing that time being about five feet. -, , , '
Bummer frosts occur frequently; this îf6 ,??n“ August at the Findlay 
summer the leaves began to change , , , ’ when we bad ten degrees of
and the tops of the Hudson’s Bay com- ;[°Bt ,n ‘“e valley, with fresh snow on 
pany’s potatoes being frozen off about ÎÎ*® mountain tops lasting for two or 

That the S. T. P. railway company the middle of August. V*ree daye'„ Jbe average temperature

«Sàt-zz -•e-gt-w-tsi» ™»«ïï5.Æç.S'«:æs

? ss?s;‘aa»’£.-%r
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runa erqund the three day A The coldest night was on Ing It aed there-being

■ are fast

"They are meat-eaters," says the re
port, "and hunt all the year round— 
consequently the big game is pretty 
well cleaned out of this vast district; 
the beaver and other small fur-bearers 
are also getting scarce for the same 
reason. The streams and lakes, how
ever, abound with

:
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WHEN CHRIST WAS BORN OF 

MARY FREE

When Christ was horn of Mary free.
In Bethelehem, that fair cl tie, ,
Angels sang there with mirth and glee j

“In eXcelsis gloria." ^ ^ j

Herdsmen beheld these angels bright, ]
To them appearing with great light.
Who said God's son Is born tonight,

"In excels!* gloria."

The King is come to save mankind.
As in scripture truths we rind,
Therefore this song we have In mind,

"In exceleie gloria."

Then, dear Lord, for Thy great grace.
Grant us in bliss to see Thy face,
That we may sing to Thy solace,

"In ticeisis gloria," i

it
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trout and chub, 
Which prevents them from actually
starving."

From Fort McLeod à first view of 
the Rockies Is obtained, the great con
tinental range showing 'on the east 
side of the Parsnip river. The country 
generally is. spoken of as well adapted 
to vegetable growing, although there 
are frequent frosts.

I ■ “In summing - up the country ex
plored,” observe Messrs. Hermon & 
Burwell In conclusion, may state 
that the character of the soil is 
«rally of a light sandy description, 
with a gravel sub soil; along the rivers 
it is richer, being mpre of a sandy 
loam, Ih some places two feet deep 
with a gravel sub soil. The average 
width of the crooked river valley on

.. . ......................... the cast side is seven miles, q£ the-
Which are very gamey, noticeably the Pack River valley. about two and a 
rainbow trout In the Crooked river., half miles, and qf the Parsnip River 
which will rise to a fly as quickly as valley, about. 12 miles. The average 
one can be cast; they are not large, elevation of the country explored' is 
but average about A pound and a half about 2.200 feet above sea level; the 
in weight The Charr grow much country albttg the -Crooked river is 

J° -ra^ey’ nelther wlld' undulating forest land; m the 
are the grayling, or Arctic trout a# Parsnip valley it is flat benches. The

HE'D leiVfTj? FfeOM •MON a *LLy FirstGâmW
gen-

when there was frost, between thé sit 
and the 8th, four degrees on the 1st of 
July being the coldest. In August, 40 
Was the average nightly temperature, 
with four nights of frost after the 12th, 
the extreme of cold registered being 
ten degrees on the g3rd; 2$ was the av
erage in September with frost during 
12 nights, the coldest night being that 
of th* :11th with ten degrees of frost, 
and «8 the w'héiâturé'Se- the dayt®*l 

» nights As to the tlgfc and game resources of

the country and the Indications of min
eral, the report says:

“The country, especially along the 
Crooked river, is a paradise for

-, f 8rï

lers, the waters teeming with trout'
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