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“ THERE IS A BEE ON ft.” <S- -principally because the factories mak
ing the material are rushed with work 
and have orders far ahead. If the new 
bounty" takes êffect on, say, July 1st 
next, a plant here would be debarred 
from participating in Its benefit for six 
months, and therefore its share of the 
higher bounties would be just that 
much reduced. If the law when passed 

-provides that so far as smelting plants 
In British Columbia are concerned, It 
shall not take effect until, say, January 
1st, 1908, there Is practically no doubt 
'but that a plant will be put up this 
year. The promoters of the enterprise 
are already in correspondence with the 
Dominion government on the subject.

With-iron at hand, and of the highest 
quality, all the metal going into the 
manufacture of freight cars can be 
made on the ground, and with the very 
best lumber available almost at the 
door of any factory that may be erect
ed, we have here everything needed for 
thé establishment

THE MACHINE WINS OUT
TJie machine has won out, and tie 

four Victoria members in the " late 
House have been chosen by the Liberal 
Convention as candidates at the forth
coming election. This is as it should 
be, for it would be n pity to spoil the 
chalices of any aspiraitt* to political 
honors by selecting, them as lambs for* 
the sacrifice on February 2nd. There 
is also an element of - courage in tip 
case. We all admire the captain and 
crew who stick to the sinking ship, and 
our good friends, the ex-representatives 
of the city, are doing that. And their 
conduct is the more heroic, because it 
is their own bad seamanship," among 
other things, that has brought. their 
craft into the breakers. , ,

■Messrs. Cameron, Drury, Hall and 
McNiven are all very good citizens and 
estimable, gentlemen, hot they have per
mitted themselves to be led into a poli
tical Slough of Despond, from which 
there is no escape. We congratulate 
them on their courage in standing by 
thfeir party, and we prophesy such a 
defeat for thepi as will make the other 
candidates for nomination thankful that 
they were not chosen.

The liiberal convention was a small 
one, numbering less than" 200. Com
pared with conventions of that party 
at the last three elections, it might al
most be called a “fizzle.”- It augurs very, 
badly for the machine, which will rap
idly lose the confidence of the greater 

if it cannot make 
at this.

Uhe Colonist and important, their political triends, due to the failure of the supply to 
ejected from the city, would be among keep pace with the increase in* popu- 
,the first abd most strenuous in advocat- latlon and fuel-consuming industries, 
ing them. It is "undeniable that these 
gentlemen have "stood in' an attitude 
of Indifference towards every gr 
lie question that has interested 
pte of Victoria since 1908, and upon 
which action of the Dominion govern
ment was asked. .

What is the explanation ? We are un
willing to believe that It is that they are' 
not interested in promoting the welfare 
of the city, because we think they are.
The explanation is that they look to. Ot
tawa for inspiration "in SH lines. They 
are afraid to act, lest they may embar
rass their friends at Ottawa. An evi
dence" of this subserviency is afforded
by the fact that the party convention The feeling among the Liberals yes- 
te nominate candidates was not called terday was not one of elation. Their
tlntjl Mr. Mclnnes had got backj from maas meeting In the' Victoria theatre
the federal capital. One of the chief was not an unqualified success. Much 
things to be dreaded m the improbable was expected by them from Mr. Mc-
event of an Opposition victory is that innes> ahd he did not “make good.” He
the local government in that case would failed to arouse the" enthusiasm of his 
be completely under the dictation of a audience, but seemed rather to be feel- 
small coterie of politicians, who are anx- jng his way. This at;least Is the opin
ions above all things to keep themselves ion expressed by some of those present, 
in the goOd graces of the Ottawa an- who were by no means disposed to take 
thorlties. . ... ah unfavorable view of the ex-Com-

A singular thing in connection with, missloner's re-entry Into local politics, 
the Liberal Convention was the refusal There is a very good feahon for this 
of that body to nominate Mr. Fred and it Is to be found In "the fact that 
Peters. Mr. Peters is one of the most*'not even a magnetic speaker like Mr. 
prominent of Canadian Liberals. He Mclnnes can galvanize a political 
was premier of Prince Edward Island, corpse into even a semblance of life. 
He was selected as Chairman of the Whatever prospects the Liberal Party 
last Dominion Liberal Convention. He may have had In local politics a few 
was one of the Counsel for the Domin- years ago have been sacrificed by a 
ion before the Behring Sea tribunal.; policy of drift. Political leaders to 
He is in the prime of his intellectual be successful must " do something more 
vigor. Yet the Convention jyottld not than look wise They must-talk some- 
have him as a candidate. Experience, thing else thaft scandal. They must 
nbU?tv standing in the'party, debating show an ability to.originate something 
tsleiV end a wide knowledge of affairs more than slanders. During the last 

f»r nothing ;Mr. 'Peters was three and a half years, while the gov-
nnt^tisfactorv to tii« machine, and he ernment has been grappling with dif- 
not satisfactory to tœ muc ncult problems and handling them euc-
was turned down- : cessfully, while the country has been

promotion OF AGRICULTURE - steadily advancing along, every line, PROMOTION or the Opposition have contented them
selves with scolding. Probably, if the 
truth were known, this was the true 
reason of Mr. Mclnnes’ abandonment 
of the legislature for an office in the 
Yukon. He saw that the Opposition as 
constituted was politically hopeless. 
What he saw every one else saw; and 
it is tod late now to make a change. 
While the ex-commissioner naturally 
spoke with a confident tone, It was 
evident enough that he does not feel 
the confidence which he tries to ex
hibit; and this is the true Inwardness 
of his failure to stir up his audience 
on Monday night to that degree of in
terest, which usually characterizes 
public meetings at which he is a prin
cipal speaker. It is all very well to 
say, as some of his friends do, that 
to sée him at his best he must have 
opposition, but when a man enters po
litical life and asks the people to en
trust the control of affairs in his 
hands, the people have a right to ex
pect of him something, more than ora
torical pugilism. They have a right 
to look to him for the presentation of 
an affirmative case, which will com
mand their attention and enlist their 
support. This neither Mr. Macdonald 
nor Mr. Mclnnes presented to Monday 
night’s meeting. The only new thing 
they said was something about Irriga
tion, and even in regard to this the 
Colonist was weeks ahead of them.

The difficulty under which the 
gentlemen named are laboring arises 
from the fact that they have no case, 
and they know they have none. We 
do not say that a good case could not 
have been prepared for submission to 
the electorate, a case yvhich might 
have given the government all it. could 
do to meet; put it wpuld have had to 
be a? constructive case, ’not'"'merely' a 
mistiellaneous collection of ’nonsensical 
criticisms. 'Tf after the last general 
election the Liberal Party had de
voted itself to a study of the needs 
of the province, if Its leaders had 
presented proposals to the people, eith
er in the legislature, on the public 
platform or through the columns of 
their newspapers, which would attract 
attention, if when the question of bet
ter terms came up they had lent their 
aid to the Premier instead of seeking 
to create at Ottawa a sentiment hos
tile to him, they might have come be
fore the electors now .with some rea
sonable hope of success, 
are the very things that they did not 
do. They have been astute to discover 
Ways of showing themselves up to the 
country as mere fault-finders and 
scandal-mongers. The result is that 
they find themselves a few " weeks be
fore thè election in the same position 
as the foolish virgins. The oil of slan
der has given out and they cannot re
fill their lamps. This was why Mon
day night’s meeting was a disappoint
ment to the Liberals themselves. This 
is Why among other things, the elec
torate of this city is going to elect 
Conservative candidates. A party 
that misses its opportunity must take 
the consequences, and the Liberals 
have woefully missed theirs.

SHOTBOLT'S Compound Balsam of Honey is just the 
medicine you need for a cold and cough, but be sure the

50 cents a Bottle.
The considerations arising out of 

the facts as set. forth Above are of the 
greatest importance to British-Colum
bia. This province has an immense 
store of coal, located In a great num
ber of places, 
really the great source of fuel for the 
whole western part of the Continent, 
exclusive of such part as shall obtain 
its supply from Alberta. This means 
a region extending from Alaska on the 
north to the Isthirius of’Pknama on the 
south. In this fact alone there Is the 
basis of great and enduring prosperity.
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AN ASTOUNDING THREAT
" of a great industry.According to a Vancouver despatch 

to the Times, Mr. Mclnnes stated at 
a public meeting there that British 
Columbia would never get better terms, 
until a Liberal government was put 
into office. And this is from the oliief 
fighting man of the party whicb de
precated the introduction of Better 
Terms into the present political cam
paign. But Mr. Mclnnes’ statement 
is even more significant than this im
plies. He has lately come from Otta
wa. He has Just resigned a lucrative 
office to engage in the election. He 
comes with a threat. He has ven
tured to tell the people of British Co
lumbia that the price of Better Terms 
la the supremacy of Liberals in local 
poUtlcs. This is more than we had 
expected. It introduces, a new element 
into the campaign. The fight" is no 
longer simply for the return té power 
of the present government, but A pro
test against Ottawa domination. The 
issue is:

SHALL BRITISH COLUMBIA BE 
COERCED?

We call upon every voter to ponder 
well what this means. We have rights 
which are entitled to consideration. No 
one dares deny that; they have been 
admitted by the Dominion government; 
they have been admitted by all the 
provincial premiers. Now we are told 
by an emissary from Ottawa- that these 
rights will not be recognized until we 
have dismissed Mr. McBride from of
fice. This is a little the worst, a lit
tle the most bare-faced attempt to 
throttle the voice of a free people, of 
which the political annals of Canada 
have any record.

Let the reply of the voters of Brit
ish Columbia be as unmistakable as 
the threat. Let them tell Mr. Mclnnes, 
let them tell the people of Ottawa, 
who have authorized this outrageous 
statement, that they value their 
rights as citizens of British Columbia 
too highly to surrender them at any 
man’s command.

We greatly misjudge the Liberal 
Barty of this province, if thev will 
submit to dictation from an ex-federal 
official. The issue is not of our seek
ing. but the answer is in the hands 
of the people.

:
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WHY MAKE A CHANGE ?
.... 40c. 
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It is good logic and good politics also 
to say that the burden of proof rests 
upon those who propose something new. 
Our Opposition friends want to bring 
about a change of government. It is 
perhaps natural enough that they 
should want office and all that is there
in implied; but where will, the public 
derive any advantage from the change? 
Mr. J. A. Macdonald says that he is to 
remain the leader of the Liberal Party. 
The people of British Columbia have 
had an opportunity of judging of his 
qualities as a public man. No one de
nies his personal respectability, his abil
ity in some lines, and his many estim
able characteristics. He has made 
friends in and out of the House, but not 
many warm friends. His supporters 
respect him, but they do not look upon 
him as a capable leader. He lacks in
itiative, magnetism and aggressiveness. 
On none of the questions, that have 
been before the public during the last 
three years, has he taken a position that 
has in any way impressed itself upon 
the public mind. He has made very 
few promises for the future, and seems 
to be entirely lacking in that grasp of 
conditions, which is necessary to en
able any man to direct successfully toe 
affairs of a province. He is clever at 
criticism of details, but weak in his ap
preciation of broad questions. Such a 
man has so little to offer toe electorate 
that it is small wonder that Mr. Mcln
nes has been persuaded to enter toe 
field. The Liberals hope that he will 
supply, for campaign purposes, toe qual
ities in which Mr. Macdonald is com- 
spicuously lacking. As to what may 
take place after that, they have not 
taken the trouble ,to think out. All 
they ask for is a victory. They shirk 
a decision as to what will follow a 
victory. That Mr. Mclnnes would be 
content to play the part of lieutenant 
to Mr. Macdonald may be a good 
enough story for immediate use, but 
every one who knows toe ex-Commis- 
sioner for the Yukon will concede that 
he must be “aut Caesar aut nullus” in 
his party.

It is also very evident that in the 
present divided state of the electorate 
the possibility of the Liberals succeed
ing in electing a working majority in 
the new House is exceedingly remote. 
We do not imagine for a moment that 
they will get anything like a majority, 
and it is impossible for a candid obser
ver, after "conceding them everything 
that they can reasonably claim, to come 
to toe conclusion that the. result of the 
elections will enable Mr. Macdonald, if 
he. has, a seat in the -new House, ,.t.o 
form a government that pan carry on. 
What the strength of toe Labor vote 
will be has yet to be ascertained; so also 
has the effect of the nomination of So
cialist candidates. This much is cer
tain. The presence of Labor and So
cialist candidates in the field will weak
en the Liberal vote. Now we submit 
it to be of the utmost importance that 
the party, by which the government is 
to be supported, ought of itself to eom- 
mand such a number of votes that the 
administration of affairs can be carried 
on resolutely and without any fear of 
a combination among the other ele
ments of toe legislature to defeat any 
particular policy. We do not think there 
is thé least likelihood that, under any 
conditions which are probable, the Lib
erals can hope to be in that position in 
the new House. This being toe case, 
and there being no question at issue 
upon which all Liberals would naturally 
be on one side, we submit that it would 
be wise to discard the strictness of 
party, cleavage and secure the return to 
power, with a strong backing, of the 
men who are morally certain to have a 
majority of the House, or, if this is 
thought to be putting it too strongly, 
who are sure to have more votes "be
hind them than any other party into 
which the legislature may be divided. 
The Conservative - party is unquestion
ably stronger in local politics than 
either of the others. We feel confident 
that it will be shown to be stronger 
than all the others combined, but we 
are writing now to those, who may be 
undecided as to how they will vote, and 
hence we claim no more than seems ab
solutely certain on the face of things. 
The province needs a stable govern
ment. The only sure way to get it is 
to strengthen the hands of a ministry 
which has shown itself able to give the 
province stable government, even al
though it had behind it only a narrow 
majority over all other parties.

We invite persons not very qlosely 
identified with either political party to 
look at the matter along these lines. 
Let them reflect upon the few simple 
considerations advanced above. They 
are very simple considerations, but ail 
really important things in politics, as 
in everything else, are simple. The 
idea that in order to decide how to cast 
a vote a mal must wade through all 
the minutiae of political controversy 
and reach a conclusion upon things, in 
regard to which certainty is impossible, 
is a mistake. A few general principles 
are all that are necessary to be con
sidered, such as: Has the country pros
pered under the administration? Has 
the policy of the government produced 
beneficial results? Has there been hon
est administration ? Have the laws 
been faithfully carried out? Have too 
opponents of " the government exhibited 
any special qualifications fitting them 
for ministerial positions ? Is there a 
probability that a new government can 
improve upon what the existing gov
ernment has done and is doing? Which 
party is most reasonably likely to be 
strongest in the new House? We do 
not suggest that pronounced party men 
will be altogether influenced by the an
swers to such questions as these, but 
the great majority of men are not strong 
partisans, but hold then)selves free 
to vote as their judgment dictates. Such 
men will support the government at toe 
election, because they know it has been 
a good government, because they are 
uncertain what would be the conse
quences of its defeat, and because they 
know that the only party, which can 
hope to command a strong working ma
jority in the new Honsc, is the Conser
vative. Party. This is the reason why 
many persons, who have hitherto voted 
with the Liberals, and under normal 
conditions, will vote with that party 
again, are with " toe McBride govern
ment at this election, "
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THE PREMIER’S ADDRESS
We print this morning an.address by 

the Hon. Mr. McBride to toe voters of 
British Columbia. It is written so suc
cinctly that it is Uafdly necessary to 
give an epitome of it here. Every voter 
will read it, and it cannot tail to have 
very great influence id'determining the 
result of the election. Mr. McBride re
views the condition in which toe pub
lic business was when he took office, 
and reminds toe voters that he then 
stated tha.t his policy would" be, first of 
all, “to restore confidence jn thé ; finan
cial and political administration of the 
province.” To accomplish this, steps 
had to be taken to rafte money immedi
ately, and to increase the public rev
enue. After this had been done, and a 
rigid regime of economy and retrench
ment bad been inaugurated, a steady im
provement set in, and" toe result now 
is that toe financial position of the prov
ince is excellent, the revenue is increas
ing, the credit of British ' Columbia is 
good everywhere, capital:is flowing in, 
end there is prosperity on all sides. This 
beifeg the case, the government is 
able to change the general character of 
its policy in some respects. It is able 
tb become more Aggressive in such" 
directions as the necessities of- the prov
ince demand.

The first step .will be in toe direction 
of reducing direct fixation. -New pub
lic works will be inaugurated and new 
areas will -be opened to settlement. Ag
riculture will be stimulated in every 
way possible in all its departments, and 
in general every effort will be made to 
secure to the people of British Colum
bia the advantages resulting,from im
proved conditions. Among other things, 
the government prOpokes to take up on 
a larger scale than ever the examination 
and survey of land fit for settlem^it; it 
will deal with the question of irrigation 
and drainage, and in this connection the 
public interests in unappropriated water 
rights will be properly protected. It is 
not proposed to alfltt the mining or land 
laws in any materijLway, as the results 
of the operation of toe existing statutes 
have" been so satisfactory to the publie 
and to the treasury. The remarkable 
gain in receipts from timber licenses, as 
compared with what they would have 
been under the oid law, is a special sub
ject of congratulation.

Mr. McBride’s. views in regard to im
migration will give general satisfaction. 
His policy will be to bripg'to the prov
ince a good class of white immigrants, 
and to steadily and persistently discour
age the incoming of those wljo are un
fit or unwilling to become citizen* in toe 
true sense of the word. In regard to 
railways, the Premier makes his posi
tion very plain, and nil reasonable peo
ple will bear- him out in the course 
which he followed. The railway con
struction now in progress in toe prov
ince shows that he acted very wisely in 
declining to assist any of the projects 
submitted. We are getting all the rail
ways we need and getting them at a 
minimum of expense to the province.

We shall only this morning mention 
the School Law, add invite attention to 
what Mr. McBride says upon it, and 
the same as to his references to Better 
Terms, the Kaien Island matter and 
the Columbia and Western subsidy. 
These are matters into which we shall 
go at length in later issues. The whole 
address is admirable". It is not boastful; 
it is "not flamboyant. It has not .been 
written to catch votes, for it is a plain 
and straightforward. statements of facts, 
all. of which .can be. supported by refer
ence to the public ^records. Comparing 
it with the manifesto issued by Mr. 
Macdonald, it appears to very great ad
vantage. It is toe .utterance of a man 
who is conscious of having well dis
charged a very onerous duty, who is in
spired by a desire-to. promote the wel
fare of his native province, who appre
ciates toe responsibility, of public office, 
and who has givqn the. people in his 
past acts the best possible reason to be
lieve that he will discharge his duty 
well in the future. .
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and without honing and grinding. The Carbo Magnetic is a razor that shaves 
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A few days ago an up-country Op-, 
position paper said that the govern-^ 
ment had claimed credit for advanc
ing the interests of agriculture, but 
all It had done was to send a fruif 
shipment to Europe. Of course it has 
done much more than this, but it- 
would be interesting to know what 
eome people think a government 
ought to do to promote the farming 
interests. Surely it is not expected 
to ask the legislature for appropria
tions to pay for plowing or harvest-' 
ing. Surely the members of the min
istry are not expected to go around 
the country doing farm work. There 
are not very many things open to an 
administration in connection with ag
riculture, but among the development 
of markets is entitled to a first place.- 
British Columbia can raise excellent 
wheat and vegetables; but its most 
profitable line of husbandry at present 
seems to be fruit- culture, for which; 
such a large part of Its area is ex
ceedingly well "adapted. The local de
mand Is not great, for the reason that 
the population is yet small. Hence it 
became necessary to see what could; 
be done In the -way of opening out
side markets, and the government has. 
done this with conspicuous success. 
By means of well-selected exhibits, It; 
has been demonstrated to the people 
of the Central Provinces and the 
United Kingdom that this province not; 
only can ’produce fruit of the very 
highest quality, but that it can be 
shipped to the markets there in prime 
condition. To an ordinary individual;

this;
would seem to be a highly praiseworthy 
an# important thing., Jt ft slwig tiw 
same line *aa was "pufsoed by -Mr. SldV 
ney Fisher in connection with certain 
products of Eastern farms. The Lib-* 
eral press took great credit to Mr. 
Fisher for what he did in this way, 
and the Conservative press did not at
tempt to question their right to do so. 
Why should any representative of the 
Liberal press seek to belittle what the, 
provincial government has done toé 
the provincial fruit industry ? 
Department of Agriculture has done 
many other useful things, but as the 
fruit exhibits were the only matters,- 
the utility of which was questioned, 
vve have spoken only of them.

If at the end of that period you are not satisfied, all you have to do is— 
return the razor to ue in good order and we return your money.
Concave ................................. .....
Double Concave, for extra heavy beards ........-

$2.00 
$3.00

THE HICKMAN-TYE HARDWARE CO.
32 and 34 YATES STREET, VICTORIA, B. C.u now

rFiMmroBM
. Wardrobe

nr
F: I Rnwm

^ I I'
mm

THE LIBERAL CANDIDATES
’ The Colonist has no fault to find with 
the selection of candidates for this city 
Made by the Liberal -Convention. The 
ohoiee has greatly simplified toe work of 
the supporters of toe government. The 
Sour gentlemen named have been be
fore the people of Victoria in a repre

sentative capacity, and they may very 
properly be judged Upon their public 
records. Mr. Hall has had a longer 
legislative experience than the
but in the observations; which ______
about to make; we propose to confine* 
ourselves to toe last three and a half 
3'ears. During that period there has 
Ibeen a ministry in power in Ottawa, 
with which the four representatives of 
this city were in sympathy. During the 
ehme period also there have been many 
«natters of grave public importance in 
cbenection with Victoria, which properly 
came within the powers of the federal 
authorities. Among them were the im
provement of Victoria harbor, the 
proper safeguarding of the coast, the de
velopment of Vancouver Island, the es
tablishment of rail connection with the 
Mainland, the settlement of the Song- 
bees Reserve, the improved mail and 
steamship service to the West Coast 
nnd to Seattle, the establishment of n 
free port the pilotage question, and 
other subjects of a similar general char
acter, all absolutely non-pavtizan. These 
things have all been pressed by the City 
Council and the Board of Trade upon 
the attention of the government with 
much vigor and some snccess. During 
the same period two Royal Commis
sions have visited the city, one dealing 
with thé tariff aiid toe éther with trans
portation. It is - the plain, unvarnished 
truth that tiie Liberal representatives 
of this city in toe local legislature, with 
the single exception of Mr. Hall, have 
been conspicuously lacking in a dis
play of interest in. these great questions, 
if there is a single matter of great local 
importance, a single matter relating to 
the development of the commerce and 
business progress of Victoria, a single 
matter relating to the Advancement of 
the interests of titié City and this Isl
and in any particular, which might prop
erly hare received toe attention of toe 
Dominion government, and in connec
tion with which either Mr. Drnry, Mr. 
Cameron or Mr. McNiyen has displayed 
any interest publicly, we should be very 
glad to know what it was.

Apologists tof these gentlemen say 
that these are not matters within toe 
jurisdiction of the provincial legislature, 
and we concede this at once; but when 
we elect representatives, we have a 
aright to expect that they will take some 
tiart in promoting all great questions 
affecting their constituency. If we could 
be assured that our representatives 
maintained the same abstinence in re
gard to matters of federal patronage, 
there might be eome slight reason to 
excuse tieir indifference towards wider 
eiibjeeta, but every on* knows that they 
have been quick to see every opening in 
that direction and to use their Ihfluence 
In such ways as seemed to them best. 
They, or at least some of them, have 
never lost an occasion to influence the 
Dominion government in things of that 
hind, but we regret our inability to re
call a single instance in which either 
of them, Mr. Hall excepted, ever lifted 
bis véice, in public at least, for the ad
vancement of the proposals referred 
to, upon which toe future of the city so 
much depends. A constituency, when 
It-elects a representative; has a right to 
expect that he will concern himself ac- 

! tively in all public movements, on one 
side or toe other. When Royal Com
missions visit the city to inquire into its 
necessities along certain lines, the peo
ple have a right to expect their repre
sentatives to make some effort towards 
Informing those commissions as to what 
the needs of toe city are. But our rep
resentatives, with the single exception 
mentioned, have at all times been con
tent to say nothing and look wise. Ef
forts made with great pains by private 
citizens have never been seconded by 
anything which these gentlemen could 
do. They did not even show a passing 
interest in them. Their indifference has 
been a dead weight upon everything pro
posed on behalf of toe city; because it 
in the most natural thing in the world 
for the Ottawa government to think 
that, if proposals were really pressing
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But theseTHE FUEL SHORTAGE
To talk about a fuel famine in Vic-; 

toria is a good deal like the reference 
in “Nothing to Wear” of the tot&l des
titution of Brussels point lace, which 
the philanthropist discovered in sev
eral homes on Fifth Avenue. There is 
enough rubbish lying around within: 
two miles of the City Hall to keep ev-, 
ery household supplied 
next summer, but’ out in this part oft 
the world we have the idea, that un
less everything is of the veby finest 
quality, we are being; very badly used. 
If the day should ever come, when we 
did not have the best of coal in just 
the right sizes to burn in kitchen 
stoves and open grates, we would 
think the end of all things was about 
to come, and to suggest that any one 
should burn any kind of wood except 
the - best quality of Hr and oak would 
be to invite derision. If wé had Just 
a little dose of what other people have 
to put up with, perhaps we would not 
go around shivering, when the mer
cury gets down below freezing just 
to see how it will tit part of the ther
mometer, and wondering what we will 
do to. prevent a- fpel famine. But there 
is a fuel shortage all over the West, 
and we nee* not be surprised if Vic
toria has to part with a little of its 
abundance to help less favored local
ities out.

The principal reason for this short
age’, which in some places .is very like 
a fuel famine, is the increase in the 
population, coupled with the lack 
of labor.
found in the fact that the mines in the 
State of Washington are being rap
idly exhausted. The local coal output, 
of that state is not nearly enough to 
meet the requirements of the,growing 
population. What was a superabun
dance when, for example, Seattle,was 
a city of less thân 60,000 pepple.vand 
that was only ten years ago*, is. noth*- 
ing like enough for that cltÿ. now'that 
it contains more than 200,000. people. 
Ten years ago there were qijly a,, few 
small factories there; now. .there,, are 
many large ones. Meanwhile -the ocodf 
output has not anything like kept pac^ 
with the demand for it, and the result 
is that the San Francisco market has 
been compelled to draw more largely 
than ever upon British Columbia, In 
our own province thé rapid growth of 
Vancouver "has of coursé led" to a great 
increase in the demand for coal, and 
the same thing is true, though to a 
less extent, of Victoria. In regard to 
the wood supply, there is plenty of 
that standing in nearby forests, but 
the men to cut it are not available, 
and it they were the wood would 
be too green to be first class fuel. 
Moreover some of the available stand
ing timber Is not near enough town 
to enable wood dealers to pay the 
freight in addition to the cost of get
ting it to the cars and sell it at a 
price that has heretofore been ob
tainable. * ‘ : ;

In Middle Canada the reason of the 
shortage is probably two-fold; the in
crease of population and the miners’ 
strike. - Perhaps also 
cold winter has had 
with it. In the Nort 
generally the shortage is principally

m

And will continue until Jan. 22nd
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A MARE’S PtEST
,£he. Times devotes a double-leaded 

editorial to an alleged discovery that the 
old House was to have been called to
gether on March 7th, but something in
tervened to prevent. It says that the 
notices were prepared; that some of 
them were sent out, but that 
were stopped. If this were true, "it 
wogld not be anything very strange, 
cause governments - have before now 
changed their minds in regard to hold
ing sessions ; but the a Housing part of 
the matter is that the letter, "which the 
Times prints, and which is correct 
enough, was sent out as a matter of 
routine in connection with the dissolu
tion notices. When it was decided that 
the new House should be called to
gether on March 7th, notices were pre
pared accordingly, and were .sent out to 
the members of the existing House. 
There may have been ho necessity for 
doing so; but the practice has alway 
been, when the date for the opening of 
the session has been fixed; to, notify all 
tlie members. Jn, the* case of a dissolu
tion, such a course seems to be some
what unnecessary, but we are informed 
by the Provincial Secretary’s Office that 
it is the practice, and that being so, it 
was followed in this case. There 
no stopping of the notices. The Pro
vincial Secretary’s Office is, under the 
impression that all the members re
ceived them; they were sent out to all. 
But be this as it may,-it is absolutely 
true that the government had no inten
tion of calling the old House together 
for March 7; and hence it follows, that 
there was no change ra the intention of 
the government. It is not “now clear 
that the government intended to hold 
another session,” as the Times alleges; 
it is not true that anything happened 
in connection with, the Chief Commis
sioner or any one else to lead the gov
ernment" to reconsider its decision. If 
the fact is of any interest to the Times, 
we may inform it that very early in De
cember, Mr. McBride obtained the con
sent of the Lieutenant-Governor to a 
dissolution, whenever he choses to ask 
for it, and that it was known among 
those in. the confidence, of the Premier 
that the dissolution would be announced 
either immediately before or just after 
Christmas. It was made, before Christ
mas in order that the public might have 
as long a notice of the election as pos
sibly . without deferring the date too 
long.

ALLEN & CO., 73 GOVERNMENT STREET
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For one week we offer the following articles :

Reg. Price, 
$2.50

O
I A CAR FACTORY Sale Price.

made in these col- Skates, No. yr Steel, per pair---------
Skates, No. 0, Acme Club, per pair...,, 1.00
Cold Blast Lanterns 
Conductors .........

* Each week we Will have special .sales.

I'v Reference was 
umns a short time ago to the opening 
here for a car factory, in order to sup
ply the great demand that will 
exist and will continue for freight 
In this connection it may be interest
ing to mention that the Chicago Mil
waukee & St. Paul Railway company, 
is making 28 freight cars a day and 

week to be used 
of con-

75C
Another reason is to be e"25c

hoc
*: now

cars. e.90 *
■31.00 50cm f

. ■ ; <#
two locomotives a 
upon its line now in course 
struction to Seattle. This work is giv
ing employment to $,000 men, and it 
will give some idea of what such an 
industry means. It is a fact that can
not be disputed that if there were a 
factory on Vancouver Island capable 
of turning out fifty cars a day it could 
riot supply the demand. Not only, is 
there a great increase in the number of 
cars required for business, but the 
“mortality” among freight cars is very 
great, being equal to about 10 per cent 
annually. That is to say, the whole 
outfit, must be renewed every ten years, 
and besides ail this a vast number must 
be provided every year to accommodate 
new business.
. The best wood in toe, world for 

freight cars is the Douglas Fir. Next 
to it comes the Southern Pine, but the 
latter is heavier than the former, the 
difference being about three tons to the 
car, a very formidable item, and quite 
sufficient to determine what wood will 
have the preference, especially as the 
fir is eqpally strong with the pine.

Of iron there is abundance, and the 
Colonist is ii^ a position to say that if 
the new bounties are so arranged that 
a plant erected here will have the same 
benefits as those already in operation in 
the Bast, a smelting plant for the man
ufacture of charcoal iron will be es
tablished on Quatsino Sound. It will 
take nearly a year to instal a plant,

WATCH OUR ADS
H 0. C. Greenshaw W. J. Griffinm ?

B.C. Hardware Co.
Cor. Broad éc Yates St.
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$5.00 GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR = $5.00s
!

.

* We are now enabled to save 
you the duty on this Razor 
It is said “ once you get used 
to the Gilette way it is the 
only way you wiH go.”
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CYRUS H. BOWES, chemistm , an unusually 
Something to do 
tnwestern States 98 Government St. , Near Yates St.
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