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CITIZENS WARMLY WELCOME PREMIER McBRIDE S^nr^K^en0'!8;^ t“ *???* *** "*

E!”£ttrâ5SBl"5S fme say again tile general opinion of all were getting. Then as we grew 
the local prime ministers, and of the fed- and larger that amount would (,„■■ 
oral prime minister was that we were creased until finally when theTR^™ 
entitled to special recognition. I, at might have attained a population

(in line with what has been all say two and a half million ofBHiaÜ 
along contended for by the different local we would be entitled in pern^^T 
administrations that have taken up this all time to come to an extra in ' "
question of better terms), iujristed upon of 25 cents per head after we V-, 
anything that might be done being done to the population of two and ,,J 
through the agency of a board of ]j0n. 1,1 1

I said that those who ' r-i.:__».were most expert, who were best „„ p Claims Admitted
able to judge, had concluded that >ow, when the conference in-ienrS 
the only way that the interests of the responsibility of saying we were 
British Columbia might be conserved titled to special recognition, it nu-lu 
and justice done all parties concerned hav.e followed that to its logical ,0 
would be by proper reference of this sion. For instance, the , promi-e^™™ 
question to a board of arbitrators. This that had led up to that coneliKinn" 
board to consist of one arbitrator select- these—that our pbvsical condition 
ed from the local, one from the federal, tified that treatment; our mounni„‘JP 
and one from the imperial governments, 0ur streams, and our vast extern 
so that you see they would Tiave a most Htory. (Cries of Hear, hear and ” ,
menülf whom*you^sbouk^be abde'rij^pl'ace ott’Tere^th^*'OT™ 
every confidence and trust—men who »*nerL'"'h/ nS, '1 J'"' p - 
could come right here on the spot and ®‘1 **t ®*d®' a°d Uncle Sam tojh,
study the conditions and see for them- north and south of ns, and t!ic^ 
selves what we have to cope with. territories of Saskatchewan i“

Now, when these gentlemen were berta to the east of us; a tremendous 
good enough to say that they believed Province to govern—and the richest pm. 
we were entitled to special recognition, Tlnce of Canada. Witli uimmiu n, 
and there was absolutely no question whose records of late so far as mine-,I 
as to the justice of our claims, what deposits are concerned, are showinr 
fairer proposal could be niade to that themselvés as being possilily the rielie.T 
conference of local and federal prime in the world ;_bet yet at the same til,! 
ministers than that which I made, and a province presenting physical obsturtL 
which embodied a reference to arbl- in the Way of road construction and i 
tratton of our claim r- iCrles of “None velopment generally, thus necesrihs» 
whatever" in audience). the expenditure of a great deal ?’

“But how was I met there? It money indeed to carry on the 
struck me, sir, that on every occasion ment of the country. Now, there warn.
I had to go on record, you might yy more graphic way in which vou ™„n 
officially, with regard to things that abow tlle conference that these phjSl 
were transpiring in that conference, conditions were of so „ ifüîlwhile at times Sir Wilfrid Laurier and than by no^ting out the ns, m,"men: 
his colleagues were entitled to take a 3““* i^iutmg out the cost of road
most prominent part in our délibéra- VicLmK- the monDtsi“
tlons, but were able to do so in an un- -J1*?*”*,8® ,:omPai>i
official way. Now, I insisted, as I with similar work in the other provinces
had a perfect right to do, owing to the t“*y could see at a glance üia;
reservation in the original resolution, there was no comparison, 
and having secured' an expression of - Final Action of Conference 
opinion from the conference that we Now, then, ladies and gentlemen, 
were entitled to special recognition, I must see what a feeling of discourse, 
had a further right to demand that this possessed me when the final action
question Of better terms for the prov- rathe conference was to offer me $ 100 - 
ince of British Columole should be 000—for ten years only. I said: ‘Lf yoil 
submitted to arbitration for considéra- ?*n hunt the age of those mountains t, 
tion. How was It considered? There J.ears (Laughter and applause) there 
was an expression of opinion from the F11®"1 b® 80me reason for such an offer, 
prime minister of Canada that was by a condition being entirely out
no means satisfactory to me. I said 2f “* question in the West I am afraid 
when the prime minister had delivered f. cannot meet you. My scheme for set- 
himself of his view tnat I believed he1] ,”as “P1 Accepted. There wai
had said so and so, and I was very ®°taing but this $100,000 payment for 
careful in following him to make no years, and I was given clearly to 
mistake In my repetition and my ac- tumeretand that I need expect nothin, 
count of what he had delivered offl- rarrner- 
dally to the conference as his views.
But though Sir Wilfrid nodded his 
head and said it was quite right, Mr.
Fielding did not see eye to eye with 
him. And the result of that day’s de­
liberations was that on the next day 
a formal minute was presented by the 
federal ministers embodying the view 
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Now, I was 
under the impression that that minute 
would be a very short minute, because 
In our discussion It took a very short 
while. However, I found that me next 
day when the formal minute was read it 
was pretty nearly two pages. And when 
that formal minute is printed and dis­
tributed to the people of British Colum­
bia, and you hare had an opportunity 
of reading it—what will you find?

“You will find that Sir Wilfrid Lau­
rier says: ‘You will not have arbitra­
tion. I don’t want you, Mr. McBride, 
t o go back to the people of British, Co­
lumbia and say you won’t have arbitra-

shoulder the responsibility.’ And that is 
substantially what that minute amount­
ed to.

“Sir Wilfrid and Mr. Fielding most 
emphatically advised the conference that 
they could never, so far as their judg­
ment would bring them, see how an ar­
bitration could satisfactorily settle a 
question of that kind, and they were very 
kind and generous and very fulsome in 
giving their advice along these lines, with 
the result that when finally congress 
came to pass on this question as to 
whether or not our claims might be sub­
mitted to a board of arbitration for set­
tlement, why, the majority of the con- 
fetence said ‘No.’ These gentlemen, who 
were Liberals, said they could not see 
how this question coiild be satisfactorily 
settled by arbitration, a#d Mr. Whitney 
and Mr. Rohlin voted with them.

“Well, still I held out. Still I insisted 
that we were entitled to such a board of 
arbitration, aq I considered that was the 
proper way to investigate our case, and 
to learn the condition that existed in our 
province in all its details. And'the re­
sult of this part of our convention work 
found itself in the form of a resolution 
submitted by Mr. Whitney and Mr.
Peters, stating that the conference was 
of the opinion, and would place itself on 
record accordingly, that British Columbia 
was entitled to special recognition. (Cries
of hear, heard Exerted Every Effort

I said, ‘Gentlemen, I wish to do - *
nothing that would obstruct the business “I do not want you to forget that toe
of our meeting. I wish to do nothing question of British Colombia s position 
that would cause the slightest feeling in was taken up immediately after we as- 
this conference. I wish to do nothing sembled on Monday, and the quest '! 
that would make any man here feel that of British■ Columbia’s position was pret- 
I had come from the province of British ty near the sole topic of discussion from 
Columbia for the purpose of plaiting this Tuesday up to the time of my withdraw 
question of better terms a partisan ques- a]. And do not forget that at all times 
tion. And I appreciate very much what X did everything possible to make the 
you have done in making this resolution proceedings harmonious, and to see that 
setting forth that the conference of our business was done in such a fashion
pîlQe-.?if11?îeirS ï<t ieve tPeîno as would commend itself to the peopleof British Columbia are entitled to spe- o£ the Dominion. (Applause). We were
mal recognition. aIV there representing different govero-

Well, that resolution was just about ments; we were men and not boys, and 
to be accepted by the conference, when wey were there to do serions business, 
a gentleman from one of thei Mintai A^it was not until there was no other 
provinces said be could not agree with <,ourge open but for me t0 withdraw,
unless the sum totol o?f wh2t toaTspe^ when ï.had heard the sentence pronoun-
cial recognition might amount to was in- ed against me, that I finally decided- 
eluded in the resolution. only honorable course for me to pursue

, „--#i™-„ was to cease to remain a member of the
- Now> f*’d„! flrhtinv fnr conference, and to explain my reason they expected me, after fighting for , . 4.up -<.pn r ^id if i have

some days to secure this official recogni- wrongtn taking that no­
tion, to be read£ “nd J"1’1”8 Rl to what ti0B 1 a“ ready and willing to go before 
judgment from them offhand as to what .. , „/ British Columbia, andamount would be sufficient for British îrî«ÎÎjSSHÏ! ttWCrie" or 
Columbia’s needs. Did you ever hear ‘ake *» responsibility for Tfcr(Ln||°| 
of such an absurdity? Then they began hear, near.) 
to suggeet-first it was $50,000, then What would a Liberal pnme mulls 
*60,000, until the sum of -muu.uvO was ter have done if he had gone to Otta 
offered. I said No, No— (Interrupted by ,mder the same conditions? I• re*n. 
applause) I Said “no *100,000 does not 8Up06e' ladies and gentiemen there 
meet the ease.” Then they said “So far , °“? - an^Ter' a°d, that„‘I!Ln
as we have been' able to study the ud Ta°kiu tlm$10oW and
2“*“ ? y»Ur PX«?Cwo,Od con1 (Loud and continued »p-|
should do. Now, what would j ou con- piaosf) Well ladies and gentlemen, I 
alder Mr. McBnde as a fair settle- 6ay again to you that I had no commit­
ment?” sion from the people of British Column**

Well, in answer to that I said: “To to act In that way—and when I SP* v 
show you my anxiety to have the confer- of the ‘people of British Column* 
ence a success, and to go back to British of all the people regard e s
Columbia with good substantial results,. P°üt*cal classes.
I will do my best to meet your wishes, 
and tomorrow I will come back, and 
State what I consider to be a fair basis 
oil whidh a settlement should be arrang­
ed.” ' ': • -V-. l j?

once people—Emphatic Expression of Approval of Course 
Pursued by British Columbia’s Repre­

sentative at Inter-Provincial Con­
ference—At Rousing Meeting 

at the A. O. U. W. Hall,
Premier Explains His 
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2 “Now, let me say again—the general opinion of all the local prime ministers, and of the federal prime min- £ 

ieter, was that we were ehtitled to special recognition. I at once (In line with what has been all along con- e 
tended for by the different local administrations that have taken up this question of better terms) Insisted Upon 2 
anything that might be done being done through the agency of.a board of arbitrators, 
were most expert, who were best able to judge, had concluded that the only way that the interests of British * 
Columbia might be conserved and justice dene all parties concerned would be by proper reference et this qusa- • 
tion to a board of arbitrators—this beard to consist of one arbitrator selected from the local, one trom the fed- * 
oral and one from the Imperial governments. So that you see they would have a meat representative body In- e 
deed, and certainly men in whom you should be able to place every confidence and trust; men who could come • 
right here on the spot and study the eondiitena and see for them selves what we have to cope with.

“Now, when these gentlemen ware good enough to say that they believed we were entitled to' special- • 
recognition, and there was absolutely no question as to the justice of our claims, what fairer proposal could be a 
made to that conference of local and federal prime ministers than that which I made, and which embodied, a J 
reference to arbitration of our claims?”—Premier McBride, at last evening’s meeting.

’to:
•aid that those who s
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PREMIER McBRIDE00

Helmcken, K. C., George Jay, ex-ltayor 
Barnard, H. R. Robertson, J. Brown, 
A. M. Cookson, H. B. Thomson, A. 
Sproule and A. W. Ceehmore.

The Chairmen
Mr. Beckwith in his opening remarks 

said the purpose of the meeting was to 
present an iaddess to their r’ii tinguished 
Premier, Hon. R. McBride. (Applause). 
It was well known that he had worth­
ily upheld the rights of the province. 
There had been much said abort "bettei 
terms,” and it was well known that Bri­
tish Columbia was not treated the same 
as the other provinces, and they had a 
“good kick” coming. When they sent the 
premier to Ottawa it was well known 
that he went with a good amount of 
backbone, and had shown that their 
hopes were not misplaced. There was 
not a man in the conference who did not 
admit that British Columbia had not re­
ceived her doe, and in his opinion 751 
per cent, of the Liberals of British Col­
umbia would acknowledge the fact, if 
they hgd the backbone to admit ft.

on many occasions of addresses. It al­
ways seemed to be that wherever I was 
privileged to meet the people of the 
country, and especially the electorate, 
the addressing was done from my side. 
Tonight a most pleasant departure is my 
experience, and let me say at oncé, ladies 
and gentlemen, from the bottom of my 
heart I thank the Conservatives of Vk- 
toria who have so kindly paid me the 
compliment of giving me such a very 
excellent address. And . I wish to ex­
press in my most hearty fashion my deep 
appreciation of what they have done for 
me. And I also wish to thank the people 
of Victoria, Liberals and Conservatives, 
boys and girls, ladies and gentlemen, for 
the very welcome home-coming they have 
given me tonight

I N fi most emphatic manner the citi- 
rens of Victoria. Friday evening, 
demonstrated their approvel of the 

pursued by Hon. R. McBride at men charged with passing judgment on 
the province of British Columbia, and 
he seemed to have very little conception 
of what the province of British Colum­
bia waf. like. I used to tell my friend, 
Mr. Peters, that we could take his little 
province, and hide it away on one of1 
our small districts here. For as you 
know Prince Edward Island is only 
about one hundred and sixty fifths the 
size of British Columbia, and I forget 
how much larger we are than New 
Brunswick and Npva Scotia put to­
gether.

“But I cannot help telling you right 
here and now that what struck me 
throughout the whole conference—and 
especially in connection with the pro­
vince of Prince Edward Island, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia—was the 
keenness displayed on the part of the 

.A _ , prime ministers of those provinces- to
* Better Terms get their extras under the Quebec con-

“Now, with regakd to the question i reCence and get back home, because I 
of better terms, as you well know, I found out that my good friend, Mr.’Pet- 
went to Ottawa ajonh, I found, Jmw- ers, was to get some $70,000; Mr.
ever, when I reached the capital city Twtédie some $200,000. ___ ____
of the Dominion that the other prime some $200,000, and my friend Mr. 
ministers of tHe" other provinces we'hf Gouin was to get some $000,000 ovir 
not aloha; but that some were aceom- and above what they were to get under 
panied by one and some by two' col- ; the terms of the federation—a very nice 
leagues, who were expected to take sum for those provinces, especikliv for ac«> part tn our deliberations the Maritime provinces, xrtere we nl 

Had it not besn that the case of tic© with some il... k0«
British Columbia was especially an been that nroerpsa „nd important one, particularly to our- mark j the Zstero ^
selves—and then, again, to some of our „j„. part of Çan-
warm sympathizers in the eastern part ‘„5u d„. h.l h ha? 8pr*ad ,m.or* ” le»= 
of Canada—perhaps the conference throughout the entire Dominion, 
would have ended In a one day’s ses- Premier Peters Modesty
sion. I found that everything was “And I found, too, that the province 
made ready there to put through the for which my good friend Mr Peters 
Quebec resolution, have a good time was securing the additional grant of 
and then go home. Rut British Co- $70,000 was for a province that had 
lumbla was not to be forgotten in that today a smaller population than when 
resolution. Now, It Is quite true, Mr. It came into federation some veara 
Chairman, that we did hawe to make ago. And I also found out that this 
a hard and strenuous fight there to same gentleman. Mr. Peters, only a few 
secure recognition. 1 found myself months ago had been ko fortunate as 
in an assembly composed of six Lib- to secure an appropriation of a mu­
erai premiers and three Conservatives, petufty of $30,000 a year because it 
The three Conservative premiers came was claimed that some mail arranae- 
from the Province of Ontario, the ments between the federal and colonial 
province of Manitoba and the province governments across tne Straits of 
of British Columbia—the three prov- Northumberland had not been carried 
ipces that made the surplus in the out. So you can see that my friend 
federal treasury I found that the Mr. Peters with his mtle ^rovince 
other six came from New Brunswick, (some l-165th the size of British c. Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, the iumbla) wa8 not coming 4 hlîi baSy 
two new provinces and Quebec. And one hundred and five thousand dollars 
I found in the course et our délibéra- a year. No wonder he wss V.. 
tlons when anything savored of a crlti- ious to settle up the work of thü Clsm of the conduct of the federal i.rraiM and pa5t hts lUUe US,k and 
authorities, the vtewe of these six men go away dowS“om, a^n * a”d 
seemed to pretty nearly fall in line, . - , , B
while the views of the other three at -_*gE}„ Ihf°“nd ^",‘h. regard to Mr. 
times were not letter for letter. It „5,p*°ted to witb
seemed to be a remarkable colnçl- HSUm ?f S200.000, I
dence, but I thought afterwards that td® e*a5E fl.?ure' bu.t 1 will not
possibly the very near proximity of Y<to with those statistics this
the federal cabinet had something to evening—and Mr. Murray the same, 
do with the situation. And when we came to Quebec,

Th. Fieri Business *hoB® who were studying the situationThe First Business found that there Wfus a keenness on
“Now, those of you who have follow- the part of Mr. Goulh to get his $600,- 

ed the proceedings of this federal con- ®00- J might say here that had It not 
ference, will have observed that our first „en_ , persistence with which 
business was a resolution, adopted utt *1 Jiff followed up this ques-
animously, which endorsed the Quebec b p *WOuld 5otconference, with this réservation—tiiat FYE® llad ‘h!“ ?£$£!??% F,or
provinces who claimed to have special m flelf fammaS wtthC Ith*0<Li^Auîake 
daims were charged to present them generally, alto l to^nd that This gen! 
now, and were given the right so to do tleman has been giving Sir Wilfrid 
when we were to meet again with bit Laurier a great deal of worry, and he 
XV llfrid Laurier and his colleagues. Well, was very much concerned with the 
that meeting took place. The resolution condition of affairs In nls own prov- 
was presented by Mr. Whitney and Mr; Ince.
Gouin. And then the time came to pre­
sent the case of British Columbia.

“You who have fallowed our case at 
all know well just /what that amounted 
to. You all know tfow we have tried to 
emphasize, and fairly so, too, the phy­
sical conditions of British Columbia, 
which in themselves afford ample jus­
tification for the treatment we were 
asking at the hands of' Canada, -and j 
may say that I tried to bring out clearly 
and strongly these different points to 
which I have just referred, and with the 
very gratifying result that when I had 
finished my address Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
said without secret he was of the opin­
ion that British Columbia was entitled 
to special recognition. ;. ■'

“But, however, the end was not yet.
There was not that unanimity that the 
federal authorities were looking for, and 
we had to go hack into conference 
again. This was on. Tuesday morning, 
and all I need say here was that from 
that Tuesday until Saturday afternoon, 
when I withdrew from the conference, 
mainly the business that was undertak­
en was respecting the special demands 
of the people of the province of British 
Colombia on the federal treâsury.

Fair Treatment Refused 
“Now, ladles and gentlemen, I found 

it very hand indeed to get what I con­
sidered to be fair treatment for our pro­
vince. My friend, Mr. Peters, of Prince 
Edward Island, was one of the g an tie­

time to come.
“I believe all manner of charges have 

been levelled against me, and that those 
critics have been very emphatic in giv­
ing those charges publicity. Well, ladies 
and gentlemen, you must judge for your­
selves. The time is not far distant when 
the present government will again come 
down to the people for endorsation. If 
we are successful, we of course will ap­
preciate the confidence of the public, 
and we will continue to carry on the 
government of this country in that same 
satisfactory fashion that this province 
has enjoyed in the past—well pretty 
nearly three and a half years. In other 
words, if you are consigned to the ten­
der mercies . of the other eide I am 
afraid I shall have to ask you to place 
no responsibility on me for what might 
happen., (Laughteri.

course
the conference of provincial premiers at 
Ottawa—a large concourse composed of 
all classes in the community, irrespect 
tive of party allegiance, meeting him on 
arrival of the Charmer from the malh- 
land, escorting him to the A. O. U. W. 
hall, and applauding him to the echo as 
he gave an account of his stewardship.

’ There have been ferw occasions in the 
history of British Columbia when there 
has been suen unanimity of feeling 
in respect to n great public question 

jjas was evident Friday evening. Though 
*?it was only a few days ago that the 
suggestion was advanced that it would 
be appropriate to accord the returning 
.premier seme manifestation of approval 
,of his course at Ottawa, the response on 
the part of the public wages spontaneous 
as it was universal. Though the boat on 
which the premier arrived got in at an 
earlier hour than was generally expected, 
there was a thoroughly representative 
gathering at the. whqrf topent and 
as the procession wended its way to the 

O. U. W. hal¥=th<«ra*ier Was greet­
ed with cheers from the crowds which 
lined the route of procession.

The hall was speedily packed to the 
doors by an audience which In its per^ 
sonnel was. one of the best ever gathered 
at a political meeting in Victoria, and 
cheer upon cheer greeted the premier as 
he took his seat Upon the platform. He 
spoke for a little over one hour, and 
during the entire time not one dis­
senting voice was heard as to the state­
ments he made and his explanation of 
his. position.

That his course at Ottawa was on 
honorable one, that he acted ,n the best 
interests of the province, and that he 
took the only consistent course open to 
him in refusing the pittance offered Brit­
ish Columbia In respect to its claim for 
better terms was the emphatic opinion 
of all present, and the meeting consti­
tuted a veritable triumph in its unmis­
takable contradiction of the charges of 
incompetency and neglect of duty pre­
ferred against the premier.

The Reception
The Charmer, bearing the premier and 

Hon. R. Q. Tatlow, who had gone to Van­
couver to meet him, arrived about 7:15. 
on- the wharf to give him a welcome. 
Immediately the whistle of the steamer 
was heard the Fifth Regiment band left 
Government street for the wharf, ac­
companied by a large contingent of torch 
bearers, which greatly lficreased the 
number who were already gathered at 
the dock. Among those present were 
Hon. F. G. Fulton, L. W. Shatford, M- 
P. P. fdr Shntlkameen; H. B. Thomson, 
George Jay, Hon. B. Dewdney, D. M. 
Eberts, K. C., Trustees McKeown, Lewis 
and Riddell, A. XV. Cashmere, H. Bish- 
op, ex-Mayor Barnard* H. R. Robert- 
son, J. L. Beckwith, W. C. Sloresby, J. 
E. Phillips, H. Maynard J. W. Bolden

I understand that press reports have 
it that subsequently Mr. Fielding ap­
proached me and said that he would take 
the responsibility of offering the sum of 
$o0,000 in perpetuity to the province of 
British Columbia, and $40,000 for ten 
years to come. Well, I simply looked 
at Mr. Fielding and said I was very 
sorry I could not accept, but such a 
thing was absurd; it was out of the 
question. You know very well, gentle­
men, that $30,000 per annum would not 
build a piece of trunk road in any of 
mountain sections. (Hear, hear.) And 
as to $40,000, the thing was ridiculous 
in the extreme.

“All throughout the proceedings what 
I tried to do, ladies and gentlemen, Grit 
and Tdlw, was to impress upon the peo­
ple of Eastern Canada that I had not 
come to Eastern Canada to beg (Loud 
and continued applause) for British Co­
lumbia (Cries of hear, hear) ; but that I 
had come from the capital of British 
Columbia to ask them for the rights of 

Columbia. OCriee- of hear, hear.) 
friend, Mr. Peters—he was very 
kthst he should go back with 

l?600, and no matter how his pop-

“When I came into the province of 
British Columbia not so many hours ago, 
st the little town of Laggan I found a 
delegation awaiting me from the Koote­
nay country, charged with delivering a 
message of welcome from Golden and 
Field, and inviting me to accept the hos­
pitality of that section in the way of a 
banquet and other festivities. And then 
as I journeyed further Along the line the 
same pleasurable experience was repeat­
ed at Revelstoke,,.Kamloops and Mission 
City, and then finally, why11 came to my 
own town of New Westminster another 
experience or a' similar" character was 
mine. And then again at the city of 
Vancouver my friends, and the people 
generally, seemed to be anxious to show 
me some appreciation of what I had at­
tempted to do at Ottawa.

The fact that British Columbia was 
in need of better treatment was asserted 
by Hon. William Templeman, 
he was told to sit dpvnuMff, hae gaver 
said anything since* ,

If British- Columbia ^ad been % re­
presented when confederation was ac­
complished by Mr. McBride there wouidi 
be no cause for a cry of “better teritis.”
It was very seldom that a premier of 
British Columbia had gone to Ottawa 
under the same conditions as premier 
McBride; and it was all honor to him 
that he had stood on his rights.

The Reception
The chairman then presented the fol­

lowing address:
To the Honorable Richard McBride, K.C.*

Premier or-British ColMnS&r-? , .
sir—We approach you this evening on lumbla today. No man is more anxious 

your return from attending the Inter-pro- than I to see that the question of better 
»i^aLm*rfe/e.ÏS?'at Ottawa, to bid you terms is made a big and broad question, 
la^L^!de.fflt.^^?_..huI1lre,i. th0Dy£d|and bigger than a party question, if such 
degree the pride end gratification we Si f. possible. The line of action
In having had you as <mr representative at I that I have always pursued, whether m 
that historic gathering, tor, so strongly government or opposition, and I might 
were you possessed of the courage of your say have tried to endorse and have en- 
convktlons, so firmly convinced of the Ins- domed in season and out of season, would 
tree of your cause, that the most specious Doint In that conclusion arguments and alluring pro mines failed to pomt t0 mat conclusion., 
lead you from your path of duty. As Con­
servatives, we welcome you as our leader 
and chieftain; as citizens of British Col­
umbia, we welcome you as a feHow-clti- sen to whom we are proud to do honor; 
and as Canadians, we welcome you i 
native son, deservedly honored by the con­fidence and esteem of the people of the 
province of year birth. We regard your 
withdrawal from the conference at Ottawa 
aa toe successful opening of a-Campaign 
which must eventually result In the 
triumph of justice and right, and we con­
gratulate you, sir, most heartily on your 
masterly grasp of- the situation and your 
bold course of action.

but

A. B
amidol 
that $7
ulation decreased that $70,000 would be 
a fixture.“Good Old Victoria’’

“And npwxwhen I come to i 
cto?ie<^the capital of British 
i, I find here a good, kind s

Hi» Count Approved Of 
"Now, ladies and gentlemen, fol­

lowing on the offer which Mr. Field­
ing made me, and which was made 
in a most kindly way — and I 
would not have given it publicity here 
tonight were it not that the Liberal pa­
pers have taken the matter up—I may 
say that I was approached by several 
of the members of the conference, and I 
was asked if I would not consent to 
make the business of the meeting uni­
form, and consent to implement Imper­
ial legislation which would give them 
better terms; and asked if I would send 
in a letter saying that if British Colum­
bia got that $106,000 she would be very 
grateful for it anyway. Well, I could 
not do that either, and as you will 
know, gentlemen, when finally it was 
quite patent that I should be compelled 
to remain and be a party to proceedings 
that passed judgment on us to the ex­
tent of $100,000 and no more, I fell 
that the only course open for me was 
to withdraw from the conference. (Loud 
applause).

good old 
Colum-

■ H '«gp
erous reception awaiting me. And I feel 
quite assured that this demonstration 
tonight is a very true index indeed of 
the feeling which prevails generally 
throughout the province of British Co- 

No man is more anxious

“During the session of the conference 
that has just ended down at Ottawa, I 
invariably tried to place myself on rec­
ord with the other prime ministers, as 
being more than anxious that toe ques­
tion of better terms for the province of 
Briieb Columbia should be removed from 
what might be called the "partisan 
arena.” If I have not been successful 
in that endeavor, the fault Is not mine, 
ladies and gentlemen.

“I am not here tonight to make that 
problem of Better, Terms an issue of 
party linés. But I say again that I am 
more than anxious that it should be 
grappled with in a bigger and broader 
fashion if such were possiblè at all.

Conference at Ottawa
“Now, as to this conference down at 

Ottawa, I believe the press of the coun­
try has had a good deal to say in regard 
to it. And in speaking for a moment to 
the address that Mr. Beckwith has been 
so kind to read to me, let me take up 
the last section which deals with the 
press of Victoria—toe press of British 
Columbia which takes upon itself the 
responsibility of being my critic. First 1 
will take the Victoria Times. Now, I 
have always considered your evening 
paper, the Victoria Times, te-he one of 
my best friends. XVhy, since I have 
come into politics ten years ago, the 
Victoria Times has been at me, and it 
has been going to finish me aH the time, 
But it appears to me‘that in the end t 
have pretty nearly won out all the time. 
Ladies and gentlemen, nothing has help­
ed me more in the public work I have 
carried on in the province of British 
Columbia than the mean and unfair 
criticisms which have been raised 
against me from time to time by the 
Victoria Times.

“Now, I feel that I owe you an apo­
logy when I take up .your time for one 
second in discussing the Victoria Times. 
(But since reference was made in an in­
direct fashion to its publication I ■ con­
sidered it was only due you that I should 
make the observation I have just made.

“With regard to the Vancouver 
World, the other champion of your 
rights, I do not know but what pretty 
near the same,remarks would apply. All 
I would say for the editor is ‘Poor Mr. 
Higgins, We are all sorry for him.’ 
(Laughter.) And with regard to the up- 
country press which seems to take 
pretty nearly the same line of action, I 
cannot say very much more. There you 
have my old friend Mr. Dean, a dis­
gruntled politician, and a nou-successfui 
candidate in the last election. They are 
all there in strong array—Men 
opposition, and I think they will be 
bound to stay there for $ good long

The federal government has seen fit to 
ignore tile pleadings of British Columbia 
for justice end fair treatment as one of the scheme of federation, 

our case that consider
the partners In t 
Instead of giving a tion which its importance should com­
mand, tUe administration at Ottawa re­
ferred K to a committee composed 
naturally antagonistic to endorsing any 
proposal which might. In the slightest de­gree, affect the etandliig of their respec­
tive provinces. This reference of one case 
placed yon In the position of a leader of • 
forlorn hope, so far as securing any sub­
stantial or permanent relief for the prov­
ince, tout yon faced the situation bravely 
and unflinchingly, and single-handed, un­der toe most adverse end disheartening 
circumstances, upheld our ririhts and took a position which must convince a« fair- 
minded men that British Columbia Is no longer prepared to suffer In silence under 
toe dlsabtlltles Imposed upon her by Ot­
tawa.

In assuring yon that we regard your ac­
tion In retiring from the conference as the only alternative left you in the face of the 
•tltude assumed hy a majority of its mem­
bers—the only step compatible with your responsibility as the representative of 
British Columbia, holding toe dignity and 
honor, the vital interests and future In­dependence of your province paramount to 
all other considerations—we feel that we 
are expressing the sentiment of every loyal 
British Columbian regardless of party, and 
we feel convinced, when the opportunity 

Horded them, the electors of the prov- wtH endorse the manly course which

of menand A. M. Cookson. ,
The majority of the passengers had 

left toe steamer before Hon. F. G. Ful­
ton and the officers of the Conservative 
Association went on board to greet, their 
returning leader. After a short wait the 

mending figure of the premier ap­
peared coming down the gangway, and 
this was toe signât for loud cheer», while 
the band struck up ‘^The Maple Leaf 
Forever.”

In waiting were a number of carriages 
which had been engaged for the occasion, 
the one set aside for Premier McBride 
being draped with the British flag. As 
he stepped into the carriage he was 
again greeted with cheers, file proces­
sion was then formed, and with the band 
leading, a start was made for the A. O. 
XX. w. hall.

In the carriage with the premier were 
Hon. R. G. Tatlow, Hon. F. G. Fulton 
and D. M. Eberts, K. C.; in the second, 
carriage were L. XV. Shatford, M. P. P., 
J. L. Beckwith, H. Bishop and George 
Jay; toe remainder of toe conveyances 
being filled with other prominent Con­
servatives

Turning on to Government street, a 
brilliant sight was presented, with the 
electrical illuminations across the thor- 

ifare. At intervals along the route 
rea fire was displayed and toe throngs 
that lined the sidewalks greeted the re- 

premier with cheers, 
procession proceeded along Gov­

ernment street to Yates street and thence 
to the hall, where another ovation await­
ed the premier as he stepped from the 
carriage.

The hall jvas fairly well filled before 
the party arrived, and when Premier 
McBride walked up the aisle with Mr. 
Beckwith he was repeatedly cheered.

After a short interval, during 
the hall rapidly filled up till every 
was taken, J. L. Beckwith took the 
chair; on his right being Premier Mc­
Bride and on bis left Hon. R. G. Tatlow 
and -Hon. F. G. Fulton. Also on the 
platform were H. F. Bishop, H. D.

com

A “Hurry Up" Programme
“Now, all these four gentlemen to 

whom I have just rererred were very 
Attirions to get away from that con­
ference with these very handsome 
annual contributions to their treasury 
Then when we came along to Ontario 
we found some indifference there on 
the parf of the conference. At the 
same time, having endorsed the Que­
bec resolutions, we found that Mr. 
Whitney and his colleagues, so far as 
they consistently could, were anxious 
to make the work of the conference a 
success.

“Then we come to Mr. Roblin, pre­
mier of Manitoba, who Is a 
sample of a Canadian man. 
one of bur strong men championing 
the position taken at the Quebec 
ference, and was anxious for 
terms.

“Then when we come to the two new 
provinces, those provinces which have 
been so handsomely and generously 
treated by the federal government, while 
we found them now very eager or anx­
ious about special terms, they were very 
anxious to see that their votes were on 
record whenever there was a division of 
conference. Those are Liberals — Mr. 
Scott and Mr. Rutherford.

“Then we come to the province of 
British Columbia—a province with spe; 
cial conditions and with The right to de­
mand special recognition (Cries of hear, 
Bear.) And as I say, ladies and gentle­
men, I did not spare myeelf in trying to,

is ainceyou pursued. * . *
Gross misrepresentation of your conduct 

and your motives, by a subsidized party 
press, falls to obscure toe fact that you 
were offered a most inadequate sum for toe 
absolute surrender of the rights of 
native province, which you refused 
righteous Indignation, and to yonr own 
lasting honor and, credit.

Assuring you, sir, \v our confidence In 
you as prettier of British Columbia, a con­
fidence strengthened and renewed toy your 
patriotic and honorable course In this 
grave crisis In the history of the province, 
We have the honor to subscribe ourselves behalf of the Conservatives of Victoria, 
your devoted friends and supporters.

splendid 
He wasoi yourwith ; cqn- 

betterriling
The

tu

Many KindljAGreetings 
“You may rest assured that nolhmg 

has pleased me so much since c°mi - 
back into British .Columbia as the nm ? 
kindly grettings I have received tr 
very many prominent Liberals, im , 
way from the Rockies to Vancouver.
I have met one, I have met P?5 , hl 
hundred, asd they have not hesitate' 

me, Mr. Chairman, that they f . 
and heartily endorsed the position l 
taken down at'Ottawa, and the;

on
The Premier

Rising to respond to the address, the 
premier was greeted with ^prolonged 
cheers. He said:

“Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle­
men.—It has not fallen to my lot since 
I have been connected with toe politics 
of British Columbia to be toe; recipient

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I went 
back the next morning, and I brought 
With me a proposal which was arranged 
on which you might call a sliding scale; 
based on the population, and it was ar­
ranged in that way because I concluded 
that as "soon as a country became thick­
ly populated a great deal of our business

which
seat

tell
on the

^Continued ou page twelve.)
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c ANON BEANLANDS, I 
tire Rev. H. St. J. pi 
a ted at a very pretty <a 

ding on Wednesday, when Ml 
Adelaide Walker, eldest duugl 
and Mrs. IÇ. G. XValker al 
daughter of Lady Crease ol 
and Mr. Ralph Walbrick Deal 
merland, Okanagan, B.C., m 
in the holy bonds ofrmnirimonl 
Church Cathedral. The sere 
fully choral, and the weddinl 
were ably rendered by the chil 
1st, Mr. Pauline, ns the bridal 
tered and left the sacred edil 
was still beautifully decorate! 
(Harvest Home decorations. 1 
was gowned in a pretty weddil 
white silk richly trimmed wits 
broidery and lace, with hand! 
ton lace veil surmounted by al 
orange blossoms. Her bouquet 
handsome. It was composée 
roses, lilies of the valley am 
hair ferns. She was given ail 
mother and attended by her tj 
Miss Freda and Miss Joan W1 
wore pretty gowns of white m 
pink and pink roses. They carrll 
of pink and red carnations with I 
groom was accompanied by Ml 
(Xlnskett and Mr. Schofield, 1 
the part of groomsmen. Ins 
after the church ceremony I 
with their intimate friends rl 
the home of the bride's mothel 
sumptuous wedding breakfast I 
ed. The apartments and tal 
Tery pretty with flowers, fl 
vines. The numerous weddinl 
tod were greatly admired by 1 
present. Mr. and Mrs. DeauJ 
for their honeymoon by thel 
train. It will be spent at fl 
Lake. They did not escape I 
heavy rice showers and left j 
and carriage wheels decora tee 
proverbial shoes. They will I 
Summerland. As a traveling | 
bride wore a pretty invisible I 
tume in brown Shades with hatl 
fur and trimming of crushed re 
flowers. The groom’s presen 
bride was a gold bangle bra 
with turquoise, to the bridesm 
a necklace and pendant. Othea 
were received from friends inj 
ver, Summerland and many othl

* * »
Mrs. (Major) Mutter has beei 

cans enjoying a pleasant visit# 1 
of her friend, Mrs. RivingstonJ♦ * », 71

Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt arrived
Saturday from XVinnipeg, when 
epent several weeks.

• * *

Dr. Rankin of Utah has a
past week in the city the gud
daughter, Mrs. Bldrldge of Fori

* * » I
Miss Sehl returned last week] 

extended visit to Seattle. XVh]

SURVIVORS EL 
STORY OF DISH

Barkentine Skagit Struck 
ily an^ Was Wrecked W 

out Any Warning
.

SALVOR BROUGHT -SHIPWRECI

Cook Refused to Leave W] 
Vessel Is Complete^ 

Broken Up

The steamer Salvor, of the 
Columbia Salvage Company, 
Esqulknalt Friday night with cl 
cer Langkow, the second mate 
other survivors of the wrecks 
entine Skagit, which lay dismaa 
with the starboard side pound 
a hopeless wreck, which evei

"Sr»
»

11
V

mu
r Never Be 

Without It.
Miscilar Cramp 

Nearalfla, Back Ael 
Palis la Slie aid LI
ate cured instantly by

* Hirst's Pain 
Exterminato

The most powerfi 
liniment made.

25c. at all dealers.
Try Ursl’s Utile Liv<

Pills for sick headache at 
dizziness. Ask your deal' 
or send us 25c. direct, 
handsome water cole 
sketch free.

the F. F. DALLEY CO., Limited 
Hamilton, Ont.
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