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Steamer Amur :
Changes Hands

Reported to Have Been Bought
by C. P. N. Co. for North-
ern Route.

Nothing Seen of the “Phantom”
Ship by the Willapa’s
Officers.

The steamer Amur, it is understood,
has been purchased by the Canadian
Pacific Navigarion Company, and, with
the steamers Tees and Danube, will be
placed on the Northern route. Until the
end of the season it is said she will run
as she is, but as soon as the rush is
over she will be placed in the hands of

. ship carpenters and machinists and
E‘r;;ujst pcum;I)lctely remodelled, in fact
the company intend to make a fast pas-
senger steamer out of her. As it is,
the Amur is a fairly fast steamer, and
she is one of the staunchest in these wat-
ers. What she most requires is better
passenger accommodation. This can be
easily provided, as'the vessel is a very
roomy one, but it is said the company
will not be satisfied with simply improv-
ing the passenger accommodation, but
will overkaul her engine room and make
ner one of the fastest boats on the
route. This is what Vietoria has been
looking for for some time. Although the
company’s steamers now on the route
are giving a good service of its kind, a
boat is required whose speed and com-
fort will catch the passengers. The
Amur was the property of the Klondyke
Mining, Trading and Transport Cor-
poration. She was brought here by
that company in the spring of last year
for the Alaska route. It is understood
that she will make her first trip for her
rew owners this week, there being con-
siderable freight offering.

e
HEAVY 'FRISCO FREIGHT.

Uver Three Hundred Tons Landed by
the Walla®Walla — Queen Sails
for San F'rancisco.

On Sunday morning 3265 tons of
freight’ was landed here by the steamer
Walla Walla. The ship was late in ar-
riving, being detained by head winds,
ard when landed her Victoria shipments
were rapidly distributed, a large portion
of the cargo being new .fruits. As pas-
sengers the Walla Walla had aboard 1006
cabin and 36 steerage travellers.

When the Queen sailed south later in
the day she had abeard from this city
the following passengers, a partial list of
whom was published on Sunday: A.
McGregor, George Harris, Miss E.
Lubbe, Mrs, T. Lubbe, Miss S. Heilitz,
Miss E. Bremann, Miss A. Fredrick,
Mrs, G. Proctor, Miss A. Cobb, F.
Lubbe, V. R. O’Connor, G. B. Le Roi
and party, of Seattle; . Mrs., Boyd and
two children, Miss R. Boyd, Mr. Ham-
burger, Mrs., Hambarger, Miss Leiser,
H. A. Payne, J. L. Payne, J. H. Luna,
D. A. W. Moody and wife, H. P. Gi-
rard and wife, A, D. Severs, H. A. M.-
Lean and J. D. Molson and wife.

S oy ST ST
CANNERS RETURNING.
L.arge Number Return on the Queen City
From XNorthern Rivers.

JJThe salmon season in Northern waters
being now practically over, labor is be-
ing rapidly dispensed with by the can-
rers, the vnly employment now being la-
belling and boxing. Every steamer from
the Nerth, consequently, brings a large
number of Japs and Chinamen back to
Victoria. The Queen City, which ar-
rived on Sunday, had her ’tween decks
filied with these Asiatics, and her freight
hold all taken mp with 3346 cases of sal-
mon and quantities of furs. She reports
that the Hudson’s Bay steamer Cale-
donia returned from Hazleton last Wed-
nesday with very few passengers and lit-
tle freight, which would seem to indicate
that few are coming out of the Omineca
country this year, for the trip of the
Caledonia is the last she is to make this
season. She will now be hauled out on
the ways at Port Simpson, as is the cus-
tom every fall. Among those to return
on the ‘Queen City were: R. Chambers
and wife and family, R. Draney, G. Mec-
I{enzie, C. Wichart, J. Robinson, H.
Peck, O. Kellog, T. J. Williams, W.
Noel, C. Murray, W. Chary, A. Dunn
and J. Steele. The.last two named are

prospectors.

_——
THAT PHANTOM SHIP.

Officers of the Willapa ‘Saw Nothing of
Her on Their Trip ito Cape
Scott.

The “phantom” barkentine, ‘which
made her.appearance in Clayoquot Sound
4 few weeks ago and then :strangely dis-
appeared, has seemingly been seen again
to the north of Vancouver Island, Capt.
A. L. Hammer, of the steamer Lily L.

Sound, according to his report to the
United States hydrographic .effice a few
days ago, says that on August 16 he
passed just such a vessel about.350 miles
north of the Tsland, and in latitude 49
degrees 58 minutes north, lengitude 136
degrees 46 minutes west. The descrip-
tion which Capt. A. L. Hammer gives
of the delelict tallies identically with
that of the vesse] first reported, namely,
that she has been a three-master and
square-rigged, and when seen had only
th.(- lower part of the mainmast standing,
with a Jet of the planking missing. There
can, however, be no doubt but what the
vessel has drifted further from the
Coast, for officers of the Willapa, which
returned on Sunday from Cape Scott,
saw or heard nothing further of the
craft, b

Some residents of the West Coast are
of the opinion that the vessel is man-
led, and that her marvellous manoeu-
Vres ahout Clayoquot in escaping all
dangers is due to this; in fact, a passen-
zer who arrived from Clayoquot states
Dositively that there is a crew on the
Yessel, whatever conditian she may be
in, for hg‘saw men aboard himself.

T'he Willapa reports that the Scandi-
lavians, belonging to the Quatsino eol-
ony, who have spent the summer months
fishing on the Northern rivers have re.
turned home,

Since the Willapa was up to Quatsino
‘st month and obtained a quantity of
the coal there being mfned to burn and
¢St in her.own furnaces, the shaft has
been sunk on the property on the south-
£ast arm to a depth of 125 feet.

pa appear to be very rich. ;

The passengers to arrive on the Willa-
pa_were:

J. H. Hamsworth, A. J. Morris, A. H.
Lindley, ¥, J. Hall, L. Deach, J. Bates,
C. 1. Penwell and wife, Mrs. Lowrie
and child, A. Mossley, J. A. Coates, Mrs.
MeDonald, J. P. Lewtas, . €. Child,
E. Woolaston, C. H. Anndel, T, Wyatt,
G. ¥. Adams, Thomas Egrle and daugh-
ter, Mrs. Huxtable, Rev. G. Smith and
‘wife, Miss Lindsay, George Smith, Miss
W. Wazd, O. B. Richards, Miss Gilligan,
Mrs. Williams and son, Miss Huxtable
end Mrs. McKay.

O

GROWING WORSE.

From the Nelson Miner.

It is doubtful if at any time or any
where in the Dominion there has existed
a political sitnation in every respect so
pecullar and unsatisfactory as that which
prevails to-day in British Columbia. In
the estimation of a large portion of the
people there is good reason why the Lieu-
tenant-Governor should dismiss the Pre-
mier; there would seem to be no manner
of doubt that the Premier ought to dismiss |
his Finance Minister. Only the other day
he got rid of his Attoracy-General, because
he had made a ruffian of himself and had
been neglecting the duties of his office.
The people generally have regarded these
as sufficint reasons, and with remarkable
unanimity approve the action of the Pre-
mier in forcing his resignation. But the
Finance Minister is charged with offeénces
in comparison with which these are al-
most Innocepce itself. The charges are
made by Mr. Martin, his former colleague
and assoclate, and have been embodied in
an official communication addressed to the
Premler.l The latter, therefore, can have
no excuse for refusing to take cognisance
of them. : Sy

The charges were first made several
weeks ago, but were repeated the other
day with more circumstance and greater
precision. Mr. Martin says Mr. Cotton mis-
represented the action of the Executive
Council in respect to a certain matter that
arose out of the Deadman’'s Island ®on-
troversy, and that he fdalsified the records
of the Council in order that his misrepre-
sentation might have the appearance of
being authorized. He is further charged
with having divulged the secrets of the
Council, in violation of his oath. This
latter may be small affair. Political mor-
ality has got so low in this province that
the mere violatiou of an oath will fail to
excite more than momentary interest. But
the forgery which alters the sense and in-
tent of a minute of Council is much too
serious a matter to be disposed of with a|
shrug. It is quite true that Mr. Martin’s
charge, however precise and circumstan-
tial in character, does not of itself estab-
lish the truth of it; and Mr. Cotton may
claim, in accordance with that good old
British principle; that he has a right to be
regarded as innocent until the contrary is
proven,

That principle would apply, and we
should all feel ourselves bound by it, if it
were purely a private or personal matter,
affecting only Mr. Cotton’s character as an
individnal member of the community. It
concerns, however, his character as a Min-
ister of the Crown, and affects, not his per-
sonal representation only, but his conduect
of those public affairs which are entrusted
to his control. It has to do, not only with
Mr. Cotton, he individualt but with Mr.
Cotton the Minister; net with the larger
affairs of the province in which all ,have
a stake and in which all are supposed to
take a deep interest. If the charge were
without foundation it was Mr. Cotton’s

whose servant he is, to have the fact es-
tablished at once and to the satisfaction
of the public. This has not been done.
So far he has ignored it. No man ever
lived who could afford to ignore a charge of
that nature. Men of the most illustrious
character, failing to repel it with scorn,
would sink under it. Mr. Cotton must
realize that he is not superior to this ne-
cessity. What, then, is to be thought of
his silence? If he declines ta .clear him-
self, it becomes Mr. Semlin’s duty to re-
lieve him of his portfolio. Failing this, for
the honor and good name of the province
the Lieutenant-Governor should step in
and relieve both,

¥ e e s

SPOONS FOR RIFLEMEN.

Scores of the Saturday Competition at
Clover Point Range.

The second of the series of the spoon

shoots now on between members of the
Victoria Garrison Artillery Rifle Association
was held at Clower Po-ut range yesterday
afternoon. ‘The weather was ideal for good
scoring; the light being clear and strong
and the wind so light .s to permit almost
of a dead-calm aim.

The rifiemen in all classes turned out in
much more satisfactory numbers than on
the preceding Saturday. There were in all
thirty-one competitors, comprisirg 12 first
class, 9 seecmd class and 10 third class.
By companies the representation was as
folows: No.'1 Company, 8; No. 2 Com-
pany, 15; No. 3 Company, 5; staff, 2; and
civilian, 1.

Sergt. Winsby and Bombr. Curry com-
pleted their scores for the first spoon shoot
held last Saturday, and Currie proved win-
ner by 8 peints, with 93 ag his score, while
Winsby's was 79.

The feature of yesterday's shooting was

the score made by Gr. W. Duncan, being,
200 yards, 33; 500 yards, 33; and 60 yards,
31, a grand total of 97.
In the first rehearsal of the “Dominion
of Canada” mateh in the Ottawa pro-
gramme, 200, 500 and 600 yards, 7 shots
each, the scores were:

FIRST CLASS.

Gr. W. Dupean ......
Bombr. A. W. Carrie ...
Gr. J. Craven
Gr. J. Webb

Sgt. W. H. Bailey
Bombr., W..Winsby .
Q.-M. Sgt. Winsby
Major Williams ...
Gr. R. J. Butler

Corp. R. Harris .
Gr. C, Harris

Gunner W. Duncan wins the spoon

this class.
SECOND CLASS.
Gr. J. B. Green
Gr. Brayshaw
Gr. W, H. Keating
Gr. W, J. Buckett
Gr. C. Wilders
Bombr. W. J. Savory
Gr. H, Gartley
Capt. D. B. McConnan . ..... G
THIRD CLASS.
Gr. I. V. StG. Williams
Gr. W. Pumfrey
Gr. A. Toller
Gr. B. Burgess
. W. N. Winsby
. D. A. R. McKenzie
Mr. F. Foster
Gr. A. Ohlson
Gr. J. Little

The spoons in the second and third classes

Gr. W. Pumfrey, as Gr. Williams of the
third class won the spoon in the first
match. The following did met complete
their scores, and they are consequemtly not
published: Surg -Msajor Hart, Gr. G. W.
Neill, and Gr. Saunders,

The Salmon Are Slow.—Although the
salmon were selling at 10 cents each yes-
terday along the water. front, trolling is
as yet an unprofitable sport for the
majority. The Indian offerings of fish
are for the most part net-taken, and out
of 23 boats engaged in line fishing off
the harber yesterday, only eight had any

As the shaft descends, the Ii
{he‘ coal found continues good, (o i Of,
A new strike of gold has been mad

almost the same district, and sample: 3
the ore brought to Vietoria on the W i"b‘

success at all, and two was the biggest
haul. The run should be on .in earnest
by next week. Just now it is very much

duty to the people of British Columbia,

wo Concerts Here on
Thursday.

Selections by Famous Masters
to Be Given by the
Great Band.

- Lieut, Dan Godfrey and his British
Guards band, who are touring Americs,
will be here on Thursday and give two
concerts, one in the afternoon and the
other in the evening, at the Drill hall,
The programmes for the two concerts
were received yesterday, and are given
beldw: o

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME,

1. Overture—Zampa »é Herold
2. Selection—Remini of Balfe..
. = cesesessieasansss Godfrey
(With solos for principal performers.)
3. Flute Solo—‘‘There’s na Luck.’”’ .Scotch
Mr. Redfern.
4. Mar_ch-—“Under the Bamnnper of Vie-
& tsorl{c'n '.I.‘heG VonJBlow
5. Belection—*1 eisha’’ .........Jon
6. Cornet Solo—“For All Eternity” .. o
. Mascheroni
= _. (By request.) Mr. Kettlewell.

1. Valse—‘*“Amaratten Tanz" Gungl
8. (a) Spring Song Mendelssohn
(b) Introduction Act I1I1 and Bridal
Chorus from Lohengrin Wagner

. Duet for Ilute and Horn—The Ser-
epnade ....... DR A % Bragga
_ Messrs, Redfern and Spencer.
. Valse—‘Jolly Companions’” ....Volsted
(In which a party of students return-
ing from the ball are heard whistling
the refrain of the Valse, daylight ap-
pears, the ™‘roosters’” crow announc-
ing the peep of day.) °
. Grand Fantasia—‘*Scotland”’ ..Godfrey

EVENING PROGRAMME.,
. Overture—Robin Hood MacFarren

(First performed by Lieut. Godfrey's
{gllgd) at the Boston Peace Jubilee,

. Selection—Faust ., Gounod
With solos for principal performers.)
3. Flute Solo—*Le Carnival de Venise”

(Mr. Redfern.)
- March—*‘The British Guards” ..Harriss
.- Cornet Solo—‘“The Children’s Home"
Cowen
(Mr. Kettlewell,)
. (2) Ave Marie Mascheroni
(b) The Patrol Caryll
. Overture—Willinm Tell Rossini
(Flute, Mr. Redfern; Claronet
. Mr, Stabbins.)

8. Valse—‘The Guards’ Godfrey
Composed for the wedding of H. R. H.
the Prince and Princess of Wales.)

9. Selection—Tannhauser Wagner

(With solos for the principal performers.)

10. Bassoon Solo—‘‘Lucy Long” ..Richards

(Mr. Campbell.)

11. Nautical Fantasia—England and Am-
o RSN T D e Godfrey

(Description of the visit to the U, S.

of the Bri‘ish Fleet.)

Svnopsis—1. In  Portland Harbor,

‘“Hearts of Oak.”” 2. “"Weighing An-

chor,” ‘“‘Bos’un’s Whistle and Sailors’

Chorus,” “Fare Thee Well Ports-

month Town.” 3. Old Song. “The

Anchor’'s Weighed.” 4, Saturday

Fvening on the Forecastle, “Begone

Dull Gare,” Jack's Diversions—Dance

and Songs. 5. A Night at Sea: air,

‘“‘Dincked in the Cradle of the Deep.”

R Rtorm in .the Atlantie. 7. Sandy

TTark in Sf'oht: “Yankee Dondle and

‘‘Dixie.”” & Salute +o the American

Admiral's Flas. “The Red. White

and Blue.” 9. Finals. “The Star

Spangled Banner.” “Rule Britan-

nia,” ‘“God Save the Queen.”

e §
JOB CHASERS NOT ALARMED.

From the Montreal Star.

It would perhaps be incomprehensible
that none of the Liberals, who in 1893,
in convention assembled, “ viewed with
alarm the ‘large increase of the public

penditure,” and demanded * the strictest
economy in the administration of the
government of the country,” are not
horror-stricken at the princely way the
public money is mnow being lavishly
poured out by the gentlemen who then
condemned extravagance, were it mnot
for the pungent remarks made by the
mover of that side-splitting resolution.
This individual is a leading local-Liberal
light from London, Ontario—Mr. George
C. Gibbons, Q. C., . and when he was
“viewing with alarm” the way - the
money was spent, and demanding that
policy of retrenchment which Mr. Tarte
is so adept in not adopting, he said, and
said it with a seriousness that now al-
most passes comprehension, that—

“ We are not sent here by people who
paid our way- This is not a convention
of office-seekers, but a convention of the
people.”

Of course it was. ' It is quite possible,
however, that there is a slight difference
between the disinterested Liberals, who,
as Mr. Gibbons boasted, paid their way
to Ottawa, and those other able and
earnest workers who travel to the United
States at other people’s expense, but no
one would be so unkind and ungenerous
as to intimate that the eonvention was
composed of office-seekers, when so ex-
pert an authority as Mr. Gibbors said it
wasn’t. It is true that the patriots
who assembled on that memorable occa-
sion—not one of whom had even a stray
thought of seeking office—included
amongst their number the following,
who would scorn to chase after a govern-
ment job:

Mr, James Lister, M. P,, who is, how-
ever, now a judge.

Sir Oliver Mowat, M. L. A., now a
lieutenant-governor.

James Grieve, M. P. for North Perth,
now a government immigration agent.

P. A. Choquette, M. P., now a judge.
F. Langelier, M. P., also a judg.e

C. R. Devlin, M. P., now a govern-
ment immigration agent.

F. G. Forbes, M. P. for
Nova Scotia, whe is a judge.

J. M. Platt, M. P. for Prince Edward,
Ont., now warden of the Kingston peni-
tentiary.

David Laird, ex-M. P., now Indian
commissioner.

William Wilson, York, N. B., now a
judge; and ;

W. T. R. Preston, machine hugger,
now a government immirgation agent,

Besides these were scores of the Me-
Alpines of New Brunswick, Prendergasts
of Manitoba, and - the / smaller fry
throughout the different provinces, whe
were not office-seekers and would not be
for the ‘world, but who have in some in-
scrutable way contrived to become office-
holders -at good fat salaries. These,
perhaps, are remarkable instances where
‘ the office has sought the man,” unless—
which is perhaps less unlikely—the
framer of the famous economy resolu-
tion 'and the champion of
people mpon whom the fat offices have
been thoughtlessly thrust. was making a
megaphone of his chapean at that par-
ticular time.
terizing of the members of the eonven-

Queen’s,

absent,

tion explains the why and the wherefore
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What Will Be Played at the
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CARIBOO.

Josepa Hunter has-returned from a
sli‘o:t’etl;ip to the He will at once
begin operations on the south fork of the
Quesnelle. - v R

"The prize lists for the exhibition have
been mailed to all parts of British Co-
iumbia. The dates arve
Thursday and Friday,-September

and 29. ; 4
Miss Blanche Foster, daughter of F.
W. Foster, met with a serious accident
at Clinton while out driving. One of the
reins becoming loosened, she jumped
from the wagon to stop the team, and in
doing so she broke both bounes of her leg
above the ankle. ;

Nicola reports rain for nearly every
day for a week or ten days. The wet
weather has greatly hindered farming
operations, and ‘hay and grain will be
considerably injured.

Mr. Bellamy, who has heen for some
days inspecting the dredgers at work
on the Quesnelle river, speaks very fav-
orably of the Oleson dredger, and ex-

2 for putting one

}; ‘on 'thé North ‘Thomp-
son river,/ The revolving screen is, Mr.
Bellamy thinks, a complete success, The
largs engines for the Souther dredger
on Quesnelle river were started this
week from Asheroft. 'This mammoth
dredger will have cost, it is claimed, in
the neighborhood of $110,000 when com-
pleted.

The Newell dredge, on upper Ques-

successfully launched and run down to
its destination, some 20 miles below
Quesnelle Forks.

The Hall dredger, on Quesnelle, has.
been started, ‘and is reported as work-
ing successfully. On the Fraser above
Quesnelle the Pittsburg dredge, under
the management of Mr. Lee, had not
yet begun operations at last reports, but
expected to do so as soon as the new
scow~ has been completed and taken up
to the dredge. The dredge owned by
an English company at Big Bar, on the
Fraser, is expected to begin operations
under the management of Mr. Gore soon,
as the water is now low enough to oper-
ute successfully. No reports are obtain-
able as to operations on the Fraser near
North Bend, but enough is known to be
able to state positively that it is a finan-
cial success.

: GRAND FORKS,

Grand Forks, Aug. 23.—Development
work is being carried on extensively on
the Four Hundred and the Delia, two
adjoining properties in Central camp re-

cently acquired by the Wellington Mines,

Ltd, They are situated one and one-
half miles from the City of Paris, and
about the same distance west of Foarth
of July creek. The ledge on the Four
Hundred is 100 feet wide, one of the
largest in the Boundary. Two prospect-
ing shafts have been sunk to a depth of

taken from the bottom of these shafts
averages in value from §5 to $12 in gold
per ton, and copper and assays from the
pay-streak gave $69 per ton. A double-
compartment working shaft is now being
sunk. It has attained a depth of 36
feet,

The same ledge crosses the Delia where
it'shows up 80 feet wide. It has beén
prospected by a series of prospects. As-
says range from $8 to $48 per ton. A
contract has been let to sink to the 100-
foot level, when cross-cutting will begin.
The properties were located by Tim and
Thomas Kahey in 1897. The company

debt and of the controlable annual ex-|Just organized is capitalized at one mil-

fion dollars, and one hundred thousand
shares of the treasury stock have al-
ready been sold.

J. A. Bangs, of Calgary, is here, after
visiting Republic, where he has large
mining interests. He has great faith in
the future of the camp.

The Merchants’ Bank of Halifax has
just purchased at par an issue of civic
debentures amounting to $24,000 for the
enlargement and development of the.wat-
er works, and another issue of $11,000
for the, extension and improvement of
the electric lighting plant. The satisfac-
tory terms secured speaks volumes for
the stability, progressiveness and finan-
cial standing of Grand Forks. The fact
that the issue was taken at par by a
bank which has an ageney here and
which is acquainted with the local con-
ditions, is also significant. The bonds are
repayable in 20 years and bear interest
at 5 per cent. per aunum. B. C, Riblet,
a Spokane hydraulic engineer, has ar-
rived here for the purpose of making
specifications. A contract will be let at
once, and it is expected that work will
be commenced within a fortnight. Ow-
ing to the comstruction of the smelter

ture will be taken from the main Kettle
river.
tank on Observation Mountain, thus in-
suring splendid pressure. The present
electric light plant is unable to meet the
existing requirements, The new plant
will have a capacity of four thousand
lights,

A good-fized stampede took place to-
day to the east fork of the north fork
of Kettle river as a result of the news
which reached the city yesterday respect-
ing some remarkably rich discoveries re-
cently made there.  The new camp is lo-
cated 45 miles northeast of Grand
Forks, and 2t a point 15 miles from its
junction with the north fork. The ex-
istence of a minerai belt in that locality
has long been known by prospectors, but
the region has hitherto been considered
too inaccessible, owing to its remote-
ness and the cost of transportation,
Three years ago Frank Macfarlane and
James McLellan discovered a 30-foot
vein there, and have done assessment
work ever since. In sinking the shaft
the quartz developed silver, galena and
copper. The entire face of the shaft
is in ore. Assays range in value from
$16 to $75 per ton. J. A. Coryell, C. E,,
and Frank Coryell got the tip last month
and despatehed George and Charies Wolf
to the scene. The prospectors located
three claims on what appears to pe
a mwountain of white quartz. They dis:
covered a 40-foot vein, from the surface
of which assays valued at from $5 to $12
in gold per ton were obtained. The
ledge matter is similar in color and for-
mation to the Republic article. Dead
Shot Jim, who was grub-staked by
Vaughan and Meclnnes, the local ranch-
ers, also made loeations. He found two
ledges of galena earrying gold and cop-
per and silver values. The assays from
one of his claims average $160 per ton.
When Wolf returned to the city the
news quickly spread, and seven or eight
outfits left for the new camp. Other out-
fits will start to-morrow. KEvery pack-

At any rate, his charae-{horse in the city has beem hired. It is

stated that the camp can easily be reaeh-
ed from Brooklyn, B. C.

4

‘Wednesday, |
27, 28

nelle, 'is now at work, it having been

25 feet and 45 feet respectively. Ore

dam on the north fork, the water in fu-|

It will be pumped into a steel.

By Tacoma.

: Demen fed Pretender to the
Throne of Korea Suffers
Death Penalty.

Japanese Fishermen Go to Sea
to Settle a Long Stand-
ing Dispute.

From Korea, the hot-bed of political
mystery, intrigue and assassination,
comes a story by the steamship Tacoma
of a man who would be king, and who in
| his bid for the Bceptre of the most
troublous land in the world, forgot to
reckon that the price of failure ig death,
Wang Eui Soo was his name, and it was
on the 2nd of May last that he made his
way from Chemulpo to Seoul and gained
entrance to the royal palace, where, to
the consternation of the court, he
promptly proclaimed himself the right-
ful heir to the throme of Korea, volun-
teering to produce indisputable proofs of
: hh<digct descent from the ancient
monarchy. How successful he might
possibly have been had he primarily de-
voted himself to winning the hearts of
the people, is matter for conjecture. His
over-sanguinity was, however, fatal to
his rights or pretensions. The all-
powerful Lady Mo, herself risen from
slavery- to the dictatorship of the king-
dom, had, however, no intention of re-
' linquishing the supreme authority in the
(land, and despite the national supersti-
tious respect for the feeble-minded, and
. the fact that the court physicians -ad-
{ judged the claimant of the crown de-
mented, she ordered his arrest and imme-
diate execution by banging. Wang Eui
i Soo protested not against death, but the
{ method of extinction proposed for him.
{He was a son of soldier sires, he de-
| clared, and he claimed the right to die
by a soldier’s sword. There were mur-
j murs of approval or of sympathy, and
{ the Queen Regent regarded it as politic
to accede to his request. So the self-
 described lord of the kingdom was de-
1cnpitated, protesting to the last the legi- |
i timacy of his claims to the royalty, and
prophesying the speedy dissolution of the
, ancient kingdom, now fallen upon evil
{ days.

‘ M. de Giers, Russian/ minister at
i Peking, has addressed a note to the
{ Chinese governmeént, warning the latter
1tbat the proposed alliance with Japan
| would. give great offence to Russia, and
i that the consequences would be most
| serious. - And as though to emphasize
! this objection, the government of the
Czar have suspended negotiations with
China upon the demand for a concession
for the construction of the Peking rail-
At the same time, to further add

[

way.
Lto poor Ghina’s perplexities, the Italian
| minister has informed the Tsung-li
Yamen that Italy will renew her former
demand. Details are not given, but it is
understood .that Italy insists on the
opening of Shanmun Bay to foreign
i trade, and. the concession of mining and
railway rights. She will be satisfied if
{ China grants those demands. In fur-
"therance of the bid with closer relations
with Japan, it is’ _ 4nnounced that a
special Chinese mission was sent recently
 to Tokyo, with autograph letters from
| the Empress Dowager to the Emperor of
! Japan, and that in connection with this
i the Japanese admiral has gone up the
{river to communicate with the two
|Yang-tze viceroys, Liu Kun-yi and
| Chang Chih-tung. = The reputed object
[ of the Japanese admiral’s visit to Nan-
i king is to arrange for the return of the
' Chinese ships captured by the Japanese
in the late war.

The steamer Rosetta recently trans-
i shipped at Hongkong a package purport-
" ing to contain ivory and conmsigned to a
! prominent Portuguese firm in Yoko-
‘hama. The goods were duly landed
and taken possession of by the con-
signees, but on examination at the cus-
| tom house it was found that the case
| contained, in the place of ivory, a large
' quantity of pig iron. The circumstances
|are being investigated.
I The fishermen of Kokata and Korua
! villages, in Bizen province, Japan, have
| been habitually in dispute as to their
respective fishing boundaries. A few
weeks ago about 600 of the fishermen
went out from the two villages, and
were about to settle their dispute by
force of arms, when they were prevented
by the Okayama police before the battle
began. The matter was subsequently
settled amicably, for a time at least.

The American-China Deévelopment Co.
and the British-Chinese Corporation,
which are interested in the construction
of railways and the opening of the
mines of China, have combined their in-
! terests and formed a joint syndieate,
with practically unlimited capital. Their
agreement has been approved by the
British government, and it is believed
i that the American government will also
| give its assistance to the syndicate. In-
I cluded in the new syndicate’s projects is
: the construction of the Canton-Shanghai
railway, penetrating a rich mineral coun-
try, in regard to which D. D. Mann, the
Montreal railway contractor, is now on
the ground.

Double and triple murders have Dbe-
come unhappily frequent in Japan of
late, and now comes the news that a
man named Awaya Shuroku, a native of
Yamaguchi, murdered the wife of Ozaki
Sochi and his three daughters, and -then
committed suicide.

el T S
ESQUIMALT GARRISON.

Royal Artillery and Engineers to Be
Stationed at the Work
Point Barracks.

X

According to the arrangement between
the Imperial and Federal governments,
the R. M. A. now stationed at the Work
Point barracks were to have been re-
placed by a company of Royal Artillery
on October 1. ' It is probable, however,
that this date will have to be extended,
as the barracks necessary to accommo-
date the new force will not be ready.
The garrison of Royal Artillery will
consist of 300 men, .besides which there
will be 50 Engineers, as at present. The
force will no longer be under the admiral
of " the Pacific station, but under the
commander-in-chief ' at Halifax. ° Col.
Grant, R. E., will continue to be senior
officer “here. - 'Ungder. the ' arrangement
Canada bears part of the cost of provid-
ing .and keeping up this force. and also
agrees to supply artil .y and infantry
| militia,

.

At no time in its hisiory has the strong

box of the Dominion hotel been so sorely !

taxed to accommodate the wealth of guests
of the house as it was last Saturday even-
ing, there being not less than $300,000 to
be cared for in the safe or under guard.
This immense amount was of course the
broperty of the Klondikers who had come
down by the Tees, among whom were Paul
Ogilvie, a gon of the commissioner, who is
on his way to the family home in Ottawa;
C. J. Dubolton, a Northern cattle importer
who cleaned up $65,000 during the season
just closed, and who with Mrs. Dumbol-
ton is now going East, but to return short-
1y; George W. Munger, of Eureka, Cal, a
gentleman largely Interested in railway
enterprises, and accompanied by his daugh-
ter, Mrs. W. A. Purdy, and what they prize
infinitely more highly than the gold they
carried—that lady’s little four-months’-old
bady, J. B. Dawley and wife, who made
a fortune in Bennett; Charles Milne, man-
ager of the Parson’s Produce Co.’s Dawsoan
business; and half a dozen others of im-
portance, 4

0. W. Shupe, .the. ex‘-St. Louls news-
paperman, latterly identified with the
ploneer press of Alaska and the Northwest,
is at the Dominion, with Mrs. Shupe and
that lady's sister, Miss Lou Wendall. The
latter went up to Dawson some six months
ago on a visit to her sister, and while in the
Klondike formed the acquaintance of one
of the officers of the Northwest Mounted
Police—which acquaintance speedily ripen-
ed into a fonder attachmer.. The engage-
ment was, indeed, announced prior to Miss
Wendell's departure for the outside, and
after visiting her home and relatives in
Rortland, she will return with Mr. and Mrs.
Shupe to wed her soldier.

- *

H. H. Podgett and B. Hasell, who were
among the party of young Englishmen going
into the Klondike via St. Michael with the
Manauense's original party, returned from
the North by the upper river route Satur-
day ewening, and are guests at the Hotel
Victoria. They are well satisfied with the
prospects of the North country, and are
now on their way to England to interest
capital in the development of enterprises
with which they are identified.

* - .

Col. - ¢
Through Crow’s Nest
Pass.

~Miles Along the Line '
of Railway.

——

Hon. B. G. Prior and Major A. W,
anes returned on Sunday evening from
a trip over the Crow’s Nest Pass rail-
way, visiting the coal mines of the
Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company. Col.
Prior being an expert in coal mining,
having had long experience in the north
of Emgland and Vancouver Island mines,
and being a member of the North of
England Institute of Mining Ensinv‘rs,
was asked for his opimion of the value

mines, In the first place he said he was
greatly astonighed at the extent of the
coal fields. "He found that he eould

pany’s ‘property, and slways in' rail

way. The coal field Col. Prior said he
believed was the largest and finest in
America, if not in the whole world.
There are thirty seams of coal running
cleqr through the mountain' and aggre-
gating 300 feet of coal in thickness.
Four of the seams are 30 feet in thick-
ness, and ‘the others are 15, 12, 10, 6,
ete.  The company at present are only
working on three of these seams, but
have done, a little prospecting work on
othel_'s, all of which showed coal of good
quality, very often free from dirt. The
seams being worked are a 30 and an 11-
foot seam at Feruie, at the end of a five-
mile branch line built by the C. P. R.,
and a 15-foot seam at Michael Creek
station, on the main line. .

The Dominion 'ir at present a favorise !
meeting plate for brides and bridegrooms.
Spending their honeymoons at this hostelry |
are Alfred and Mrs. Hyde, of Los Angeles, '
Mr. Hyde being a successful miner of the
Klondike, who intends returning to the
North shortly; T. B. and Mrs. Scott, Se-
attle; and Francis A. Garrecht and wife,
Walla Walla, .

- * * s

Commercial men form an important col-
ony among the Hotel! Victoria guests, among
the most recent arrivals beisg C. T. Rar-
ker, San Francisco; G. W. Speer, Lndlan-
apolis, Ind.; J. H, Caiveri, Toronto; G. L.
Scott, Vancouver; D. . ¥ull, Philade:phia;
and F. B. Saunders, San kran<icco. Mrs,
Saunders accompanies her husband on his
present trip north,

* " *

Among the travellers for pleasure regls-
tering recently at the Dominion are the
following: G. S. and Mrs. Stayner, Los
Angeles; D. MacKenzie, New Westminster;
Dr. D. E. Roberts, San Andreas, Cal,; D. B.
Driver, Murphy's, Cal.; H. W. Kinecaid,
Portland; E. B. and Mrs. Scott, Seattle;
and S. Mortimer, Barnstable, Eng.

William Thornbtxrn,‘ ot‘Pnlsley, is spend-
ing a few days at the Dominion, on his
way te Dawson. Mr. Thornburn is a
nephew of Dr. Bonnar, late of the N. W.
M. P, with whom he will probably iden-
tify himself in business in the North, while
also practising his profession—that of the
law.

L4

Charles Drinkwx.zter‘, of Montreal, secre-
tary of the Canadian Pacific Railway Co.,
and assistant to the president of the road,
spent a.few hours at the Driard last even-
ing. With him were Mrs. Drinkwater,
Graham Drinkwater, and Dr. K, D, and
Mrs. Graham, of Ottawa.

Among the guests of the Driard are H. J.
Wernstein, Ann Harbor, Mich.; F. E. and
Mrs. Judd, Pendleton, Ore.; Judson De-
londe, Philadelphia; H, A. Payne and J.
A. Young, San Francisco; D. M. Burnett,
San Jose; and R. H. and Mrs. Davis, New
York city.

The Misses Rockwell, Taylor and Cooper,
from Des Moines, Ia.,, Mrs. Howe from
New, York city; and E. H. Gerrard and
wife, also of New York, are among the
touring visitors to Victoria that are num-
bered among the guests of the Dominion.

W. W. McLeod, John Hildreth and W. K.
Buck, Winuipeg; and J. A. Tierney, Ed-
monton, are commercial guests at the
Driard. J. C. Martin, of Portland, and D.
K. Mollison, Toronto, represent the craft
at the Hotel Victoria.

Among the prominen. residents of the
West Coast arriving in town by the Wil-
lapa on Sunday are A. Mosley, of Quat-
sino; and ‘M. J. Hanger, of Clayoquot,
who are guests at the Queen's during their
stay in the Capital.

A. J. T. Tagg, a young Eanglishman who
renched Dawson six months ago by the
all-Canadian route, returned to Victoria
on Saturday evening and Is at the Do-
minion., He is returning to his former
home,

J. A, Fullerton, marine superintendent
of the C. P. R., and J. E. Fagan, of H. M.’s
Customs, Vancouver, are at the Driard,
awaiting the arrival of the R. M. 8. Em-
press of India, from the U.ient, to-day.

William Finlay, of Sorel, P, Q.; J. F.
Slesson and C. M. Cameron, Montreal; and
A. E. Bailey, of Seattle, formed a guariette
of live commercial men, s“endinz yester
day at the New Eng’and.

Fi D. Farling and W. S. Ryland, who
went into the K'ondike by the notorious
Ashcroft trail, have succceded in getting
back to civilization, and are at the Occi-
dental.

H. Griffin, Rivers Inlet; W. H. Noll and.
T. Raskins, Skeena; and R. S. Ross, Daw-
son, are among the -lately arrived North-
erners enjoying the comforts of the Oceci-
dental.

L. Dach, of Seattle, who returned from
Cape Scott by the Willapa on Sunday, is
at the Queen’s. He contemplates the es-
tablishment of a first-class tannery here.

A. W. Chrey, of Skeena, who came down
by the Queen City and is at the Occidental,
says that the salmon season on that river
has been extremely satisfactory.

H. Braunschweiger, sr., and H. Braun-
schwelger, jr., impoiters and wholesale
liguor ‘merchants of San Franclsco, are
guests at the Vietoria.

D. K. Larimer, a member of the staff of
the Seattle Timis, 18 at the Hotel Driard.

F. C. Morgan, of Sai Francisco, is a
guest at the Driard.

E. 8. Reece, of Atlin, who has done pass-
ing well in that gold field, and is now on
his way East to secure an hydraulicing
plant, is at the Dominien,

A. C. Paterson, representative of H. M.'s
Customs service at Portal, Assa., Is spend-
ing a few days as a guest at the Do-
minion,

George McL. Brown, ..ceutive agent of
the Canadian Pacific, and A. J. McMillan,
the Rossland mining operator, are guests
at the Hotel Driard.

Adolph .McKenzle, a representative In
China of the New York hous2 of Armold,
Constable & Co., is at the Hotel Victoria.

G. ‘T, Leonard, of San Francisco, the
representative in Orient of a strong Cali-
fornia syndicate, is at the Dominion. -

Miss Mayer and Miss McLaughlin, of San:
Francisco, are spending a few days’ holi-
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days as guests of the Hotel Driard.

The coal taken out is very similar to
the Cardiff coals. "It is mot as hard as
the Vancouver Island coals for shipping
purposes, but is splendid coking and
steam coal, and is also very good for
domestic purposes.

The company have already 50 coke
ovens in operation; 50 are being burned
in, and 100 more are being erected. The
coke, for which there is a great demand,
has been repeatedly tested and found to
be even better than the Pocahontas and
Cornellsville cokes of Pennsylvania.

“To my mind,” said Col. Prior, ‘it
would be impossible to place too great
a value on these coal fields. The quanp-
tity of coal in sight shows that if .the
mines were worked for a hundred years
on a large scale, the amount taken out
would be as nothing when compared
with the supply. The market for this
fuel, which even now is good, will be im-
mensely increased in the mext year or
two, owing to the erection of smelters in
the Kootenay district, and also to t.he
fact that American smelting companies
prefer it to other cokes. Already some
of the smelting companies at Butte and
Helena have tried it and report it to be
the best that they have ever used.

“ Unless the whole Kootenay country
proves a fizzle, which there is no pessi-
bility of, there is a great future ahead
of the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company.

financiers, who have ‘engaged the best
mining engineers that it is possible to
et.”

v The trip was not a very pleasant one,
it having rained almost continuously
since Col. Prior and Major Jones left
Victoria.

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS.

Trustees Against Levies on the Chil-
dren — Suggested Reform in
Prize Giving.

The school board had a protracted
meeting last evening, on the subject
of music teaching occupying most of the
time. At the outset a request by Mrs,
Pemberton that a class from the Y. W.
C. A. be permitted to use the Pember-
ton gymnasium was granted.

Several of the principals wrote, ask-
ing permission to levy fees on the chil-

dren to provide instruction in mausie,
Miss Williams suggesting 5 cents a
month, Mr. McNeill 10 cents (to be vol-
untarily paid), and Miss Cameron that
the fund should be raised through a con-
cert already arranged for.

Trustees Marchant and Hall spoke
against any levies on the children; while
Mrs. Grant thought the fees proposed
were so small that they might safely be
authorized. g

Superintendent Eaton theught the
board should provide for the cost of mu-
sical instruction, say for an experiment
$100 to pay for two hours a week in two
of the schools until the Christmas holi-
days. This suggestion was referred to
the school management committee for
report. To the same committee was re-
ferred the following letter from the su-
perintendept:

Ladies and Gentlemen: Permit me to
suggest that the following be adopted as
the policy of the board in respect to prize
giving in the schools:

1. Disallowance of competitions limited
to members of a single class or division.

2. Permission of individual competitions
open to all pupils of like class-rank (gram-
mar, intermediate or primary) in the city).

3. Encouragement of competitions by
classes for school trophies. In addition to
the medals for individual competition in
reading and writing which will probably be
offered this year, I should be pleagsed if
some citizen would offer for competition a
prize in reading for grammar classes, com-
peting classes to be represented by, say
five members, the prize to g0, not to the
best reader, but to the class that has the
best five readers: also a piize in reading
ond another in writing to be competed for
by intermediate classes In the same way.

FRANK H, EATON,
City Superinténdent.

Victoria, B. C., Aug, 28, 1899.

A Family Field Day.—Yesterday was
a I_ield day for the Williams family in
police court affairs, for by a peculiar co-
incidence someone of the name appeared
to be mixed up in every case. Charles
Williams, who on Saturday was conviet-
ed of the theft of - Frederick Deacon’s
watch, answered a second charge—of
stealing collars and cuffs from the resi-
dence of one Myrtle Williams. The
evidence of Bartender Williams of -the
Rock Bay hotel, was. taken, and the pris-

remanded until to-day. In the provin-
cial court the information for assault
preferred by Oliver Courtland against
Edward Williams was dismissed, exees-

sive provocation being established.
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Prior . Makes a Trip ]

Outcroppings of Coal for Forly 7

and extent of the Crow’s Nest Pass

travel for forty miles through the com-
cars, and see outcroppings of coal ail the

The mines are in the hands of capable

ener. (who had pleaded not guilty) was .
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