toria district, yesterday applied ‘to Mr.
- Justice Drake, by his counsel Mr, The
,M{h‘r’u‘rﬁjnh&ﬁm

‘upon giving the usual notice.,
T visi made by the city officials to the
Darcey island  lazsresto ‘yesterday reveals

the death of another of the lepers. * He dicd
a few weeks ago and the remains were in:
terred aloogside the grave of the other un-
fortunates whose life terminated under
similar . circumstances, Oaly two of the
 little colony, which now numbers six, are
able to. work, and their industry ‘is most
oreditable, for'they have nnder caltivation
a plot of land which would be the envy of
almost any of the local gardeners, ;
- INTERESTING ¢ivil, and perhaps also other
proceedings -are promised by a resident
of Victoria West in conneotion with the dis-
“appearance a few ‘weeks ago of a valuable
horse of which he' was the proud possessor.
The animal was last seen grazing peacefully
by the roadside; then he was not to be
found; even when the aid of the police and
an advertisement had been  enlisted. - It is
now asserted that the horss had its leg

broken by a kick from a neighbor’s charger, |

and the neighbor thereupon gave erders for
its destruction and burial, which orders
‘were executed with ‘military alacrity and
thoroughness. ; ;

WiLLiam 8. SMrTH wee yesterday form:
ally committed for trial for unlawfully ' re.|
' maving a surveyor’s landmark from its posic
tion, contrary to the statu'e in this bebalf.
The case will be heard at the Spring assizes,
opening  on the '29:h instaus, andin the
meantime the acoused is admitted to bail in
the sum of §1,000, nis own :ecognizince of
$500, and ope surety of the same smount.
_The cate originated'in a property dispate,
the partionlars of which, however, the mag-
istrate declined to hear; the evidence, he
raled, must: be - confined to the criminal
chargelaid. ~ . = O

A NUMBER of 'pleasure loving ocitizens
took adyvantage of the first train over ‘Lhe
Victoria ' & Sidney railroad to attend ths
annnal ball of the North and ‘South Saanich
Agricoltural Association, held last night,
e train lefs Tolmie avenue about 7 o’clock
I the 9&@1@& mekiog she run in gooa
shape.  The vall was_a very successful
affair, and ranke well with past similar oneg
held by this association. ‘The weather
proving all that counld be desired added
materially to the pleasure and ocomfort of

the visitors. The various committees had
their work well in hand and the comfort of
‘all guests was made the matter of carefnl
and successful solicitation. Sy
A coNCERT and dance under the auspices

of Coury Robin Hood No, 8,100, A O-F, in

; Semple’s hall formed one of two popular at-
bractions in Victoria - West last "evening.
It was, no doubt, through the popularity
of the society that the entertainment was so

.well attended, and the society was oarefal

selectingan axceptionally good programme..
ﬁm ing it out the ladies .of the Com:
panion lodge assisted them very materially,
The programme was : Selection, orchestra ;
-song, Mr. Wilks ; solo, Miss Martin ; reci-
tation, Mrs. Wilks ; tableau, Cave Brothers ;
recitavion, A, Simple ; song, Mc, Simple ;
song, Mr. Wilks ; and scarf drill by ladies
of ( anion lodge. = After refreshme:
had been served danding was indulged in
during the remaining pars of the evening. '

Tz following extract is made by permis-
sion from a private letter received yesterday
from Ainsworth and bearing date of May 6 :
*“You will, I am Bare, be glad to learn that

the concentrator at the *No. 1’ mine is'a
success, and that Messra. Carber and Clarke
are satisfied with it, which speaks for itself

'So far they have only been experimentir

| yaluable portion .of it. About 25 tons of
|concentrates have been saved, which aver-

sge 400 ounoes of silver to the ton, and some
of them m;g-tov'lliﬂ v As
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" | New Regv.llﬂomm Regard to Vie-

‘Mg, Pmoxs.a proprby owner in Vio. |

toria and Esquimalt Harbors—
. Steamers Go Slow.

Captain Perry of the © Warrinioo ”

BRSO Ay

A special dispateh to' the Corowist from
Ottaws says that the following important
chargee have been made in the harbor regu-
lations:| ‘* Steam vessels using the ports of
Viotoria and Eequimalt shall he required to
go slow and if [Decessary stop their engines
altogether ‘'when nesr places where sub-
marine  works are being operated. Any,
neglect of this precantion will render the
vessel linble for any damage that'may occur:.
A portion of Eequimalt harbor known a8
Consvunce cove, and sitnated eastward of a
line drawn between Duntz head and Ashe
head, is designated a man-of-war anchorage,
and such portion'of the harbor shall bej un-
til otherwise ordered, set apart for the use
of ‘Her Majesty’s ships, it being nnderstood
 that access to_cover shall at. all times be
allowed to vessels desiring to make nse of
the graving dock situated thers, and to ves-
sels requiring to proceed to the different
wharves situated on the shores of Constance
cove.” ; i ! .
CHANGES ON THE ‘‘ WARRIMOO. "
. On arviving’ in . Vancouver  with the.
steamer Warrimoo, Captain Perry teceived
@ letter from the management ‘to hand over
the ateamer to the charge of Mr. Arundel,
the first  officer—that vhe company did not
‘require his services any longer.” Captain

Perry states that he has had no trouble with |

the' management and does not understand
his dismissal.  His numerous friends mot at
the Hotel Vancouver shottly after the news
‘became known and expressed their regrets
in the following address : *‘ It is with much
surprise and regret that we heéar you are no
longer. to continue in. command of the
Warrimoo, and have no hesitation in saying
that it would be hard to find a more
courteous, considerate and cdpable com-
mander. Msny of us have travelled on all

| the lesding lines of steamships, and we are

umanimously of the opinion that we have
never recsived batter attention and have
‘never been more favorably impressed by the
seamanship. and. general management than
on board the Warrimoo, and ‘we sincerely
trust that it will not be long till ‘you are in
gommand of another ship, "

THE. ‘“TDAHO” PURCHASED.

Steamer Idaho, which has been plying on
 the Whatcom route, has been rold by Capt.
Bromfield, and by a second  transfer

comes the property of the new Northwest-
ern Steamehip Company, Thus the Idaho
is the first steamer to be secured by the
new company, although the George E.
Starr is owned by members of the’ organ-
ization. Just what will be dome with the
Idaho has not.been disclosed, and she
may be put on the run to Victoria or left on

company bargained for the Rosalie, but that
the owner, U. L. Diamond, jr., asked to

con!d make' money on the Alaska ran:
Capt.  D. B, Jackson has stated that he
would have & boat on the Victoria run as
#oon ag business would ' warrant it, which
may mean the Idaho or some other steamer.
The Idaho is a side-wheeler, with independ-
ent engines, likg the Sehome.—P I,

THE ** SHELBY . REPORTED.

An Indian who arrived in from Dodge’s
Cove ‘yesterdsy morning reports the steam
schooner Shelby, & Siwash sealer and
«another pealing schooner as being there
three weeks ngo. .The Shelby then ' had
only ‘20 skips, and had left for the North
with others of the fleat less fortunate than
herself. She has had considerable trouble
with her Indian crew. They all deserted at
Dodge’s Cove; and being unable to obtain
another fall erew of seven cances the vessel

upon the ore, and it _saves abont Al | 2ad o be content with seciring thres.  The

‘weather has been very unsettled and un-
favorable for sealing operations.

. CAPT. STEWABD AGAIN HEARD FROM.

st »

ing and srm chair. :

| Tam
; noe & we ear appeals,
'and the members of the- profession are to be
| notified accordingly. The d

'noon for the

ber present route. It I8 known thas tha |

have the trade canceled, as he concluded he |

: apers; &
 one turkey; &, L i > Mrs
oodward, rhn’bnb;‘i'f)‘f" aloth-

THE Trades and Labor Counoil at’their

last regular meeting disoussed the question

tarers, and
m

of Chinese labor on logal clothing manutao
ors, and directed the seore

“ ‘ RS pa
day that the Divisional Cotrt
after sit only once & week to hesr

chosen for
the geekly sitting is' Fridey, and the rale
goes into effect on the 18th of this month., '

THE coramittee of the City' Council to
whom were referred the petitions for and.
against the compulsory ' olosing: of barber
shope, tobacconists’ establishments, etc., on
the Sunday, have agreed to disagree, and
announce that the decision of the mat-

“ter will in all probability be left to a vote of

the citizens. ; g

A wxLL attended parade of No. 1 ocom-
pany, B.C.G.A., took place yesterday after-
purpose of pertorming the
regulation target practice at Clover
range. The wind as usual was very tronble-
some, and the scores even of the best shots
were low. The parade was in charge of
Lieut. McConnan, :

Somz of the members of the Orange as-
‘sociation in this city have formed a olub to
be known as’ “The Orange 'Amateur
Dramatiec Clab,” and intend giving some
entertainments during the summer and next
winter, Mr. A. MoAfee being Jmldons.
They intend giving » ball on May 23 in
Philharmonic hall. A district Orange Todge
meeting of Vancouver Island will be held
here on May 25. AL e

LovaL Dauntless lodge, C.0.0.F. held
their last regular meeting Tuesday, when
under good of the order Bros, Tagg, Leroy
and Colvin were appointed an execusive corn-
mittee to act in conjunction with the com-
mittee appointed by Fernwood lodge and to
Ieport at the mext regular meeting. D D.
G. M, Dwyer conferred the ¢ purple degree”
lon Bro, L D, Cummings. . ;

Dr. KiusALL, of New York, D. H, Gill-
man, of Seactle, and Professor Dewlax, who
have been to Barclay Sound, examining the
iron ‘and marble deposits thers, returned’ to
Vietoria on the steamer Coquitlam yester-
day morning, favorably impressed with what
they had seen. " Dr. Kimball, who is'an ex-
_pert’ mineralogist says that the mineral ex.
amined is of excellens quality. Yesterday
he went out to Sooke to look at the mineral

claims there.

THE engineers and contractors of the Vio.
toria & Siduey Railroad entertained »/num.
ber of ‘guests yesterday afiernoon by a trip
of inspection over the line., ' The train left
Tolmie avenue ‘at a few minutes past 3
o'clock and ‘made the run out as far as Sid-
ney in fine style. 8o far as completed the
road appéars to be in: excellent shaps, and
thie guests expressed themselves as being de-

lighted with the smoothuess of the motion

and the' evidently substantial manner in
which the various structures have been fin.
ished. = After a short time spent in inspect-
ing the present terminus of -the road, the
party returned in the evening.

THE monster cannery at Steveston is now
nearly completed, and the new Hinchcliffe
caunnery at Port Guichon ready for business.

'Quite a number of fish are being caught at

the 'present time ; in fact the run of spring

salmon will be gquite up 6o the aversge.
Sturgeon are also plentifal. - The steamer

ar is the only regular passenger ateamer
plying on the lower Fraser at present, the
Travsfer ronning up the river from New
Westminster, The Hincholiffe cannery at
Port Gaichon covers 30,000 aquare feet and
ook 200,000 shingles for ita roof. Although
the season has béen very wet and backward,

the farmers are trying to. make vp for loat,

time by rushing their plewing. -

also a namber of acres being planted vo hops,
with every chance of ‘the Delta becoming a
very important hop section. -

THE people of St. Mark’s churoh, Bole-
';:lng I‘x".ond, held a meeting in tbéi m‘iiogl

use last evening to disouss congregation af.
fairs and church policy,with special refereace
%o the depa :?n{.Bo

‘porta ~D. Read % ke
Fhtaner AR IS 18, pelor'¥e.biu ek of{ b

'oint ing p

Mr. Arden and the

Anwing-room’of Mr.
ence, Esquimalt road.

“Bryden deserves oredis for giving

390. | preference to native wood, and Me> Bebl

and his foreman, Mr, Hausen, for the work-
 manlike mauner in which the design hae
‘been carried out ; the polishing, which was
Dick Ryan, is not the least com-

wdnﬁ _lh part of the work.

. Mz JusTicE DRARE yesterday  morning
'delivered judgment in’the County Court
) gh&g}y creditors of Green, Wor-

s bank, in which garnishee sum-

ved  yarious debtors of

of Morzow, Holasd &
lock & Co, was dismissed
‘on the gunnd that the garnishee
issned-was directed to a firm in ite firm
name, and was therefore absolutely void, ‘In
this case Mr. Robert Cassidy appeared for
the _Ehinﬂﬁ'l and Mr. Thornton Fell for the
bank. All the other. actions were also dis-
missed, bt without odsts, as there was no
irregularity in the proceedinge, and the
Whole question involved was obe of .pure
law. His Lordship, in & written judgment,
decided that the garnishee procesdiugs be-
fore judgment simply operated in the way of
8n injunction, and . in_respect to a deed of
assignment, for the benefit of creditors did
not constitute a prior claim. -

PRESIDENT VAN HORSE of the C.P.R.
arrived over by the Mainland steamer yes-
terday evening, accompanied by ' the follow-

:  Messrs. ?ﬁ G. Shaughnesay,
'vice-president ; Col.. 8ir Casimir Gzowski,
Toronto ; Thos. Skinner, London, England ;
R. Jaffrey, Toronto; A. A. Allan, of the
Allan svesmship line, Montreal; G. B,
Hopkine, New York ; I. R Erskine, Lon-
don, Enpgland ; C. C. Chipman, Chief Com-
missionerof the Hudson’s Bay Co., Winni-

g ; L. Govett, London, Eogland ; P. A.

etersen, Chief Eagineer C P,R., Montreal;
Grabam Drinkwater, Montreal: G. A.
Macdonald, Montreal ; H. Abbott, General
Superintendent Pacific division, Vancouver,
snd J. P, Geddes.  They are.staying at the
Driard.  Mr. Van Horne stated last night
that he is merely on the annual trip of in-
spection over the line of the C.P.R., and
has nothing of public interest to communi-
cate at present. ' Speaking of the prospects
of the Northwest, he remarked that thongh
it was pretty early to form much of an
opinion, the farming outlook in Manitoba
and the Territories is at present very favor-
;;ble. The party leaves on Tuesday for the

a8t.

MINISTERIAL SUPPORTERS.

Bonsing Meeting in -+ Vanconver—0f
What the Opposition Is
l@ude Up.

e e

Mr. Cotton’s Political Ineonsistency—
. Good Business Men Wanted
in the House.

VaNcouver, May 12.—(Special.)—The
regular Saturdsy night meeting took place
at the’ central commistee rooms of the gov-
ernment  supporters, A' crowd filled the
large room and blocked the street, An ad-
dress was read, prepared by ‘Chairman Op’
penheimer, demonstrating that the Nation-
alist platform was unworkable, ' The speak-
ers were Messrs. McQueen, McLagan, Tat-

low and = Anderson. All ‘the speakers
brought out some good points, :
Mr. McQueen said the opposition were

made up of several factions, and if retuened:

to power and tied together like Kilkenny

cats pothing wonld be left of them in two

weeks, A

Mr. McLagan said those who l:pportod'
the tion were supporting the party
th&bagigo:ill it.could to prevent the C.P.R.
coming: to Vaucouver, and had always
worked against the interests cf the city.

Mr. Tatlow said Mr. Cotton in Dominion
politios was'a loyal Conservative. and sop
porter of the National Palicy, He was
also a supporter of the National Policy in
British Columbis, which, however, in his
-case atood for “Nationalist Platform,” and
this proved hus inconsistency. was - wil.
ling to throw aside principle and catch at
any straw in the attempt to save himself,
as the Nationalist: platform. was radical in
terms and communistic in principle—strange

actions thess for an nltra Tory. He did

not think any intelligent man in the labor
mrty‘would vote for the Nationalist plat-
 Mr. Anderson ssid there was too much
ROk e A o o Pro.
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| The whole of the business of getting
.| company

_The Royal Commission on the Nakusp &

er sterduy at
2 o'clock, when Hon. Mr, Beaven resumed
his speech begun on Thuredsy.  He first
referred to the Order-in-Couneil authorizing
the Minister of Finance to gusrantee the
bonds of thie Naknsp & Slocan up to the ex-
teny of $25,000 a - mile at 4 per'cent., but
nob.po exceed in all the snm. of $925,000 for
the whole length of the road. By the rail-

m':nld do so,

JAVIS on rising stated that h
ssk Hon. Mr. Beaven a fev:
10 oertain statements made in

T like,” said Mr, D
ouid. like,” sa 3 g, ‘t
hhw ilo.dld not, when t'he bil(i
i before’ the house of assembly for the
 of ip »000 per mile,
the guarantee

~ Mr. Justice Burbidge remarked tha
 bardly ssw the utility of the guestion, as tlﬁ:
only m’tm of fact brought up in Hon. Mr,
Beaven’s statement was as to the location of
the Kaslo & Slocan and the Wakusp & Slocan
n%wayl.n'
on. » Davie replied to the effec
that he wished to ask some questious
showing that while Hon. Mr. Beaven took
exception o the amount of the present

) himself favored guarap-
teeing’ bonds of a road ruoning into :l?e

way aid act these bonds were only to be
issued in form approved by the Licutenant-
Governor-in-Council a8 the work of con-
strnotion progressed (section 4) or if it wae

decided to dispose of all the bonds the pur- | later.

chase money and proceeds of the bonds
should be'retained by the Government and
out by certificate as provided by the

stead of this the Government author-

ized the Minister of Finance toendoras in:
terest and principal for the whole ‘of the
$25,000 a mile. They thus wen: to the
untmoes limit although the act provided that
in the event of the road cossing less than
$25.000 a mile the lesser amount only should
would be

cost averaged for the thirty-eight miles
$15,216 a mile, and Mr. Abbots of the
C.P.R. ‘considered that a fair price,
but that . possibly 15 per - cent. shouid be
added for contingencies, ingi
amount up to 4,500 a

ture between the Nukusp & Sk
Inland Construction & Development Co.,
the latter contrac/ed to. build the  line for
$18,250 a mile. Yet the government guar-
anteed the'bonds up to $25,000 a mile. © Of
course, it bad been said in justification of
this policy that iv would cost less to get the
money to baild the road if both interest and
principal were guaranteed. That of _course
was a question of pelicy more than anything
else. . He wished, however, to next refer to
the contract between the Nakusp & Slocan
Railway and the Inland Construction and
Development Co. Mr. Dachesnay’s esti-
mate was §15,216 a mile, while the agree-
ment with the: government was estimated
upon the basis: from Nakusp to Slocen
Iake, $14,350 per mile ; Slocan }:\ke to Wil-
son creek, $16,000 a mile ; and Wilson creek
to forks of Carpenter oreek, $25,000.a mile,
the government agreeing 'to |pay 90 per
cent. of the value on this basis as the work
progressed. . The contract of the Nakusp &
Slocan with the Development Co. agreed. to
pay the contractors 90 per cent. on exactly
the same sum—a very peculiar feature, he
argued, as it meant that the government
were practically finding ail ‘the money ‘for
the- work. Then when contracts were
called  for by the. company, the contractors
were obliged to put up a check for $112,000
until the completion of the contract, so that
- this $112,000, which was to be deposited
with the province, formed part of the $118,-
000 ‘which .the company had 'to find us
security in lieu of the Domrinion subsidy.
Consequently the company virtually made
the contractors put up security for them,
This being an onerous obligation, the con:
tractors naturally must tender for a larger
sum than would otherwise be required to
complete the wotk. By none of the estimates
of ' contractors or of the engineer, ' Mr.
Beaven maintained, could the road cost
$925.000. He would suggest that the sub-
contragtors be called by the Commissgion to
give the actual cost of the work. -

The Chief Justice remarked that no con-
tractor would make a'bid for exactly what
it would cost him to build a road, as he wonld
have to get his profits. The actual cost of
the road would be what the company had to
pay to the oontractors. ‘

Continwing, Hon. Mr. Beaven thought
that he had established the course this mat-
ter had taken up to the time of the passing
of the statute by the legislature last session,
He maintained that though there were three
railways which the government had decided |
to aid by the railway aid act the Nukusp
& Slacan was singled out and the (Govern-

ment in aiding it departed from the princi- |

The Chief Justice pointed out that con-
.stitutional governments not unfre quently do
acts involving great responsibility and then
come before parliament for indemnification.
i Mr. Justice Burbidge said that the mat-
ter was one no doubt for explanation.

“Hon, 'Mr. Beaven proeceded that the
goveroment had selected this one company
and put them in a position to get the money
to build their road. Why was this road so
(favored ? The Kaslo & Slocan railwsy, as
far as he knew, goes into the same section
of the country, though developing different
partsof it. Why was one qommy favored
over the other? It was the time in
the history of the province that such a de-/
parture had been made, and was a matter
which demanded most careful consideration.
ting. for the

3¢ y the money to do vhe work bad
been done by the 'gavernment,  principally
by the Attorney-General, and that waa oer-

e ‘tainly ‘& matter that required more than

©1 ordinary explanation; Ho

proceeded, as he
bad on Thorsday, to take exception to the
government not having made an appropria-
‘tion when the house wae in session for the
carrying on of the Commission, for conrsel

|and witness’ fees ; and, referring to Mr.

r, said it would have been unfair for
‘that gentleman to be expeoted to come bé.

Wi : |
poai- | fore the Commission and employ counsel.

b ‘mission, iy might be taken for

ber

He would be at a disadvantage should he
Shphas otherwise, arguing: against trained
; mld .Ahctloo—Whut-we want is not
80 muoch argument as facts.
- Mr: .';’ﬁ' oe Burbidge said that Mr, Fors-
ter would not have been at a disadvantage
byil\vhf Iswyers opposing him. - The Com-
granted,
‘would see to that, and would insure’ ih;
'witnesses being properly examined. | . -
“Hon. Mr, Beaven—I am sure he would
get: fair play. pae
| 'Mr. Justice Burbidge—He would 'get
| assistance ae well. : i

o oy b Gy

hér royal commiss vision had been
mudo:ry:t : ; ‘butdt. had not been
-done in this partioular case.
. Hon. Mr. Davie expleined that a special
rran “bean 'passed placivg ample.

disposal of the Commission for
. Beaven having conoluded his

b i el e
m’l‘hﬁﬂhl!thn‘ﬁu asked if he bhadany

Hop. M. Beaven replied that ' he was not
appeariog :l & prosecutor, but. might pos-

| quiring into

city of Victoria for $20,000 & mile and at
5 per cent. He had a great many ques.
tions  to a8k Hon. Mr. Beaven that were
very pertinent to the present case.

Mr. Justice Burbidge remarked that Mr,
Beaven might be 8word wnd questioned

The Commission then took s recess of
ten minutes, after which
Hon. Mr. Davie opened his statement,
He,pm”ppnd, in the ﬁﬁut pléce; to answer
; ments, or rather argumen used
by ‘Mr. Beaven and tinerwgrnds tou’umder
himeelf as a witness to answer aDny ques-
tions that might be put to him, He pro-
posed first of all to answer the arguments
Jjust adduced, and claimed the right of going
into some matters that had been brought up
by Hon, M He would with.

and the action of the houss and ‘the govern-
ment in thée matter, and show thac there
was nothing different in promoting this in.
quiry than in other previous cases, They

General

. s . Th
motion introduced by him in the house hag

covered exactly the same ground ag tha
brought in. by Hon. Mr. Bea%en. ’

Mr. Justice Burbidge, touching upon the
two resolutions referred %0, remarked that
though that moved by Mr. Beaven had in it
two things not in the resolution paszed by
the houee, namely, whether the government
had exceeded the Railway Aid Act and who
were the persons interested in the townsite
of Three Forks, the resolution appointing
the Commission opened as wide » field of
inquiry as did the other,

Hon. Mr. Davie continued that the resoly.
tion passed went into the matter s fully and
even more 8o than the other; and demanded
the fullest investigation in so far as any
charge of corruption counld be urged. The
charge made in the house was simply that
the government were guilty of acts of cor-
ruption—that was what was meant. Hon.
Mr. Beaven had stated from his place in the
house that it looked as, if some subtle in.

aence was at work in: the matter. That
was the language made use of, and it was as
& result of these attacks that the govern-
ment had asked that a Commission be ap-
pointed.  As to the statement that the leg-
islature had been asked to ratify any action
of the government in exceeding the author-
ity of the uct, that was simply an attempt
to drag ared herring across the trail to keep
the public from seeiog the true point at
fssne.. What the government had done in
the matter was in the true interest of the
country. ' As to the townsite of Three Forks
there was nothing to preventthe Commission,
under the extensive powers given it, from
going fully into the question. If it was
desired, every member of the government
might be put into the witness box, and Hon.
Mr. Beaven could ask them any question he
wished and they. would be quite ready to
answer. It bad been said that there was
something quite unusual ‘in appointing this
Commission. There was a similar Commis-
sion appointed in 1874

Hon. Mr. Beaven objected to this being
alluded to.

The Chief Justice remarked that what
they had to ingnire into was not the Com-
mission but whether the government were
actuated by corrupt motives in pushing the
bill through the house.

Mr, Justice Burbidge assured Hon. Mr.
Beaven that any statement Mr. Davie made
he (Mr. Beaven) wonld be given a chance to
reply to afterwards. '

Hon. Mr. Davie explained that his object

the government itself moving fora Com-
mission: to inquire into charges against it.
On the 20th of February, 1874, Mr. Rob-
son moved, seconded by Mr. Smithe, that :
‘* Whereas, ocertain ‘statements have
appeared “in the public’ newspapers con-
necting the. names of members of the late
‘government and of the present government,
with proceedings of a questionable charac-
ter in . relation to Texada island, in the
straits of Georgia; and whereas, transac-
tions are alleged to have taken place in re-
spect to said island of a nature prejudicial
to the public interest ; be it therefore re-
solved : That a respectful address be pre-
sented to His Honor the Lieutensnt-Gover-
‘nor praying that he will “~cause a Royal
‘Commiission to be appointed, with full power
to take evidence und!er oalt’l.s, and sendf for
persons and papers, for the purpose of in-
uiring into t}:: whole matter, and report;-,
ag thereon to this housg at its next session.
Now at that time Mr. Robson was in
opposition, and a prominent member of the
opposition. Hon. Mr. Beaven was then a
member of the government. Mr. Walkem
was aleo & member of the government. Mr.
Robson’s motion did not suit his opponents,
s0’it was defeated, whereupon the standing
orders were: suspended, and Hon. Mr.
Walkem moved, seconded by Hon. Mr.
Beaven, that : i >
*“Whereas, the hon. the member for Na-
naimo hag stated in his place in ‘this house,
that he was credibly informed that promi-
nent members of the late and present gov-
‘ernment were in a ring to acquire possession

| of Texada Island, in & maoner prejudicial to

the interests of the public, be it therefore
redolved; That & respectful address be pre-
sented to His Honor the Lieutenant-Gov-
etnor, praying that he will canse a roysl
commission to be appointed, with full power
ﬁﬂo evidence undfer oath, and aendf fzr
persons and rs, for the purpose of in-
' whole mtbte_rpund reporting
thereon to His Honor the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor for publication.” ;

Here was & precedent'set by the Hoo. Mr.
Beaven himaself  for the way these thinge
shall preceed. . if
Justice Barbidge — Certainly i
charges are made in the house motions for
inquiry into them must be made by direc-
tion of the government, as they are leading
the house. That is a matter.of form.
. Hon. Mr. Davie—@Quite so. Prccoediog,
e remarked that they were told that some-
thing should ‘have been done in the house to
provide fands for the expenses of the Com-
mission. - In 1874 nothing had been done in
that direction, Jt waa jast the same as in

e

fdinplv anewering one questi

‘He bad shown conclusivel
[ ermnment in its present actio
*, the precedent of twenty

,:;  ‘Hon Mr. Beaven himseif w

the government, Aas to exp
ernment had power to make
for special pu A bill
' have been introdnced last
purpose, but the supply b
passed. the house, hat th
wanted, however, was that |
#honld be thrown on the maf
usp & Slocav, and he wonld
in to the Commission a ful
‘speech he had already made o
showing exactly what was th
-'Eoeibion in the matter. He
is” explanation, practically
lines as in his speech of last

¢+ ‘'was as follows :

The Nakusp and Slocan Ra
‘was one of the enterprises incl
way Act of last session, with
Spence’s Bridge and the -Chilli
Under section 2 of that act, t
were empowered to guaranted
an amount sufficient o’ build
road, but not to exceed $25,00
section 6 limited the umount d
to ‘“interest on $925,000, or
company of the said railway enf

. ever might be the smaller sum.

. passed the house without divisio
as had also the Shuswap and O
antee Act at a previous sess|
of last session followed closely

-of the act respecting the Shuswa
Railway. The public accou
house last year showed the cos
road to have reached the limit,
mile, within a fractional sum—a.
ment had then guaranteed interg
at four per cent. Practically, t
were authorized last year to do
the three roads, i.e., the Nak
the Nicola & Spence’s Bridge, a
wack road, as with the Shuswa
gan, in 189o—with the variation
the case of the Chilliwack road,
cipality was to pay one-half, §

. house rose last year, the Exec
enterprises up, and conceiving
Slocan road to be the most urge
ment togk steps to enquire fully
and, taking advantage of the ass
he had public business to trans
Davie) had gone to the spot, an
take long to convince him of thel
ancefto the country of immediate
of the road, to preserve the Ko
which otherwise would be divi
south, and lost to British Col
projected road would give access
greatest mining regions of the wo
of which, without the road, woul
into the adjoining republic.
country is situated from twenty tq
to the westward of the Kootena:
way between Kaslo and Nakusp
present time the ore being take
Slocan is carried to Kaslo and
the Nelson & Fort Sheppard.

The desirability of prompt con
2 commencement made at once,
lished—the question arose ho
What was' the cost of the road
the money to be found ? Fortun
valuable aid at hand to solve bof
From a gentleman who happened|

_ling in Kootenay, connected ‘wi

- Sfrongest financial’ houses in: Lo
came convinced of the undesirabi
interest guaranteed bonds. Thel
looked upon as a desirable invel
could only be sold at a heavy disct
were injurious to a countrys

Dbegging as they did—just asa pro
with an endorser being hawked
injure the credit of all parties to
with this class of bonds, which n(
much to take. Interest guaran
can, in fact, only be sold at just su
would give the investor, margin st
of the interest and discount to for
fund which would make good the
the time the loan expires. The

Sidney Railway bonds—endorsed

ernment and the city of Victoria.

in point, for with a five per cen|

they were considered well sold 4

If the interest had been 4 per cen
case under consideration, they wo

have brought no more than’ 75, @

not ' that, particularly in hard tin
$925,000 of Nakusp & Slocan bo
be sold at that price, the discow
cent. would have amounted to. §
sacrifice which could not be jus
company could afford this wast
government certainly ought not—

apparent that some other method d

must be adopted. To have allows

ject to remain over for a year to ob

legislation, would have been as i

more so, than to make the sacrificd

not only on account of the delay,
the additional time would meantimd
given to divert the trade, and as is
when a market is once lost it is
matter to recover it. Vast quanti

'\ awaiting shipment, and mines waif

road to develop their wealth—t
would not have justified the governm
ing ; the people were impatient for t}
ment of this country, and the only w4
British Columbia will benefit by t
its development is by this road.” T
«certained by bills of quantities and
measurements exactly what the rd
«cost, would have meant a year’s de
the country would not have told
more than they would have con
“waiting another year’s time to cons
islature in the matter of floating b
Mr. Davie) went to. Montreal, an
Horne ascertained from his enging
spot what the probable cost of .¢d
would be, what the C. P. R.; with
‘ties- which they had at hand, could
the road for, "and that cost ‘was
$17,500 per mile. He, Mr. Da
“upon Mr. Van Horne to build the i
did not care to undertake:it.

" *however, that his engineers would s

the construction, and that the comu
~lease the line, paying 40 per cent. o

receipts as a rental. He, Mr. D
~ arranged with the Nakusp and Sloea)

# #Company to build the p6ad, and

vie) then concluded an agreement

(e Pacific Company and the Na
. Slocan, which is now before the hol

which the C. P. R. superintend the
tion and agree to operate the line foq
Ander a penalty of $50 per day. TH
+Lompany pressed for the cost of equ
well, which the government woul
thorized under the act to.allow,
matter was concluded for the cost o
‘fion only. The company had to p
S, of $118,400, being the amoul
inion subsidy in cash. To havd
by interest guaranteed bonds, w|
ired all of the bonds—for unde
‘company were {0 have **the cos
enterprise.” ' Placing ther
of construction at $17,500 per.
ittysseven miles, the length of the
amounted to $647,000. Ad
ount of bonds, which would H



