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WILL SEIZE

AMMUNITION
OENT HUERTH

Orders Issued to Admiral Flet-
cher to Take Vera Cruz
Customs House.

MANY FIELD GUNS, TOO

These Supplies Are on Ger-
man Steamer Expected to
Arrive Soon.

MAY CHELKMATE HUERTA |

Senate Committee Amends
Congress Resolution and
President Is Satisfied.

[Canadian Press.]

Washington, D. €., April 2
Yongress is debating Mexic
&tion, President Wilson has ordered
Reéar-Admiral  Fletcher to the
Vera Cruz customs house and prevent
Huerta from getting several million
rounds of ammunition and 200 field
guuns an a German steamer bound for
that port.

The orders went out from Washing=-
ton early today, when it became ap-
parent that the delay in Congress was
&ccruing to the advantage of Huerta.

At noon the cabinet was in session

nd so far as was known no word had

een received from Admiral Fletcher of
his action. The orders, officialg said,
left to the admiral's discretion when
and how to act. As there is no block-
ade, the American forces could not in-
terfere with the German steamer. The
orders were to seize these guns and
shells after they had been landed or
seize the customs house to prevent
their landing and thus keep mem from
going to Mexico City.

Has Authority,

Officials declared that Pwixdeat Wil-
eon had ample authority for his ac-
tion without the approval of Congress.

Meanwhile both Houses and Senate
are convened and the Senate went to
work on the resolution of approval of
the President’'s course.

The orders to the admiral, it was
gaid, conferred the broadest author-
ity upon ‘him and directed that, if ne-
¢essary, he take the town of Vera Cruz
as well as the customs house, to
went the landing of the munitions.

What May Be Done.
«Officials here said admiral might
n,m in me‘ki) ways. He mightuwais
eamer had landed
nd then siade

1.—While
an situ-

the

Selze

e

lwr cargn .mn-uu ot )
the customs house ang munitions,
or when the German amer comes to
the port he might scize  the ecustoms
house and if the guns were landed they
would come into possession of the Am-
erican forces. That the steamer might
take her cargo to some other port was
a possibility of which ofticials were
cognizant.

Pemocratic senate leaders belleved
an order to the American commander
to begin actual operations would serve
to hurry action on resolution to
back up the President’s course.

The House resolution as amended by
the foreign relations committee was
taid befare the Senate soon after it met
at noon.

Mexico Will

Mexieo City,
liano Blanquet,
war, askeq
would be called to

“In due time, if it should ne
cessary, they will be 30 called, as
every citizen in Mexico.”

May Not Reslst.

Washington, April 21.—There
report this afternoon that Admiral
Fletcher's would not be resisted,
and that Hueérta for intended to
retire to raiiroad trestles twenty
miles west Vera Cruz. Officials re-
fused flatly discuss it.

Trying for Coalition.

Laredo, Texas, April 21.—It was au-
theritatively reported here today that
two federal officers from the XNuevo
Laredo garrison, bearing a fiag of truce,
went down the river vestérday to par-
ley with rebel officers. Coalition of re-
bels and federals against the United
States was said to be the object.

Leaving Mexico City.

Vera Cruz, April 21.—A large nu
of Americans and other foreig
on their way here from the
day. They occup; t“‘u seciions of the
ordinary train, as well as a special
train. Everything x»'n‘lqu quiet in this
city. The American war vessels have
not changed their positions. :

Press Comments.
[Canadian Press]

New York, April 21.—Commenting edi-
torially on President ~Wilson's message
on the Mexican situation delivered ‘ro
Congress yesterday afternoon, the Herald
says: **Now we have the spectacle pre-
sented of a nation going to war without
a cheer, without a note of martial music,
because it Is to war that the United
States is going, and to call it by any
pther name will avail little.

&If any eriticism can be made of the
p,-eu:dent it is that he did net allow
the matter to rest in the hands of the
rear-admiral commanding the naval
forces at Tampico.”

The Tribune says: “Until it appears
that the people of Mexico are behind
Huerta in his refusal to make adequate
reparation for the Tampico incident, we
should not assume that our rupture with
him requires us to take measures affect-
tn' the whole of Mexico.”

The Times says: '“The President’'s wise
and temperate words and his scrupulously
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WAS FORMERLY A
GURATE AT ST. PAUL'S

Rev. Canon Hicks Dies
Simcoe After a Week's
Iliness.

at

[Special to The Advertiser?]

Simeoe, April 21.—Rev. Canon Hicks
died this morning at 1 o'clock from pneu-
monia, after an iliness of only a week, He
occupied his pulpit on Easter Sunday and
meeting = the following
evening. He had been pastor of the Angli-
can Church for 22 years. He leaves his
wife and one daughter. Mr. Hicks was
greatly beloved his congregation, and
most highly respected by all the citizens.

Weli-Known in London.

“I knew Canon Hicks very well,"”
Rev. Advertiser
afternoon,
the former

attended vestry

by

said
Canon Sage to The this
Londoner. ‘‘He was curate at
St. Paul’'s Cathedral over twenty years
ago, and remained in the city for five or
six years. During that time he endeared
himself to the congregation and to mem-
bers of other churches as well by his kind
imanner and thoughtfulness.
‘““At one time he was a master at Duf-
ferin College, and was secretary of the
{synod for some time. He took his degree
at Huron College.
“l am very sorry

hear of his death.’

RIES

to

MANY THEC
AS T0 CAUSES

when informed of the death of )

LUKE TUCKER AND
HIS CASH BOX: IN
SAFETY TOGETHER

With Housekeeper He Made
Escape and Later Rescued
His Valuables.

HIS SECOND CLOSE CALL

Veteran Janitor Feels Sense
of Personal Loss as He
Watches Flames.

“The first I knew of the fire was
when I awoke with a chocking sensa-
tion in my throat and found the flames
eating their way through the door-
way of mby bedroom. There was no
time to dress. I got up, threw open
the window and in my anightclothes
descended the fire escape to the ground.
[ badn’t even time to pick up a single
article of ciothing.”

Sucn In brief, is the story told
L.uke Tucker, aged caretaker of the
Dominion Savings building that was
consumed by flre early this morning.
His escape with his life was not the
first time the old man has bhen en-
dangered. Fourteen yvears ago when
janitor of the building which formerly
occupied the site, he was awakened one
iight to find his rooms in flame and
escape almost cut off.

by

OF BIG BLAZE

Some Passersby Claim to Have

Explosion.

DID FIRE SMOULDER?
May Have Burned for Some
Time Before It Burst {
Into Sght.

iany theories and no de- |
as to the cause of the'

As Is usual, n
finite information
fire are forthcoming.
of those who were near

Several the

building at the time of the fire say that
there was a sound of an explosion ap-
parently near the elevator shaft of thel
building. Then the flames shot through
the roof and quickly spread. The build-

ing had just been repainted and varnished,

fana this.made the wooden parts of the;
L stre tmc more inflammable. |

Anothé; n was that the fire|
had started e -amd still another |
that ’f had lered for some tinye
some section of the bullding before break-
ing out.

Chief Aitken no reliable
the fire. Wiring, cigarettes, match
thrown into a waste-paper basket, may
have caused the fire.. The chief heard the
theory of an explesion, but could not un-
derstand it.

INSURANCE ON BUILDING i

Tragge
in th

3 ’
smole A

theory of

S

How the $85,000 on Dominlon Savings |

Block Is Carried by !
Companies.

the whol2 of the cost of

Building 1is protected}

Although the

Dominion Savings
the owners state that the
be replaced short of
amounts

the fol-

by insurance,
building could not
$200,000,
(«)

’
lowlng compani=s:
Employers’ Liability
nitobg,
German-American
Sun-Fire ... ...
L R e e R
Guardian
Caledonia
North British a
Palatine
Law, Unlon and

The firm of J.
ried $50,000 of
building,

Ed Nelles stated this
it looked as though the loss to the
occupants would be about $65,000. 1t is
practically impossible 1o secure anything
ike an accurate estimate,

W NOT DECIDED
WHETHER TO REBUILD

Owners of Dominion Savings
Structure to Consider
Matter at Once.

The insv.ance carried

$580,000, distrvibuted between

10,000
5.000
3,000
5,000
5,90¢
5,000
5,000

. 5,009

A. Nelles & Sons care
the insurance on the

nd \Iemant).e

morning that

The owners of the Dorﬁinion Savings
Building have not vet come to a decision
as to whether the property now occupied
by the ruin of this morning’s fire wiil
hold a reconstrueted building.

Although if is anticipated that work of
rebuilding will commence at once on
a building of some type, it will not be
krown until the cempany which owns
the building has met whether the same
sized building will be reconstructed.

Although the building cost $100,000 at
the time of its reconstruc

: it could 3

 fought his way through the suffocating

Heard Report of an |

fgarments
own,

' watched the flames
‘tents of his little

! floor.
. ing, when it was rebuilt.

{ his wife had died.
i little knot and looked
 lames that were fast

BLAZING BEACON

‘Likens Big Fire to

{ing was seen

tbuilding were

Barely Saved Lives
Vith onlv time to rovuise his sleeping
wife and small daughter Mr. Tucker

'smoke to the fire escape. A ladder was
)lcue.d against the wall and on its
shaking rungs they descended to safe-

Standing in the centre of a little group
i of sympathetic friends, scantily clad in
that obviously were not his
the old man presented a pitiable
appearance this morning. Silently he
licking up the con-
rooms on the second
They had been his home since his
appointment as caretaker of the build-
He had grown
fooms.  They

1t w%s there that
He stood ameong the
moist-eved at the.
making a' furnace

two little g

to !ng,xthnsfi v
o him.

meant much

of his home.

Continued on Page Eleven.

SENDS REFLECTION

—Photo by Sanders for

The veteran janitor
building after close call.
had been rescued from

The Advertiser.
of the Dominion

the .building.

He was photographed just

lUKE TUCKER AND HIS STRONG BOX,

Savings Building who escaped from the

after

his box of valuables

FIRMANS LS

Residents of Spr
pected - to See Busmes; <
Section in-Ashes. ~

VOLCANO TO ONE MAN

Belching

Crater—Operators Save

Books.

The blaze which guited the Domin-
jion Savings Building early this morn-
by many citizens in all
parts of the city. As far east as Lon-
don Junction flames from the doomed
seen Eiootling up into
the sky, while residents of Springbank,_|
who came into the city on the suburb-
an cars from the park this morning,
stated that the fire had been seen quite
plainly there.

‘We could see the flames shooting
up against the sky,” said a resident of
the Pipe Line road near Springbank.
“From my home the entire downtown
section of the city seemed to be
ablaze. I expectzsd to find half of the
business section in ashes when I came
in on the car this morning.”

IHumined Whole City.

“It seemed to burn like a toreh,”
said P. C. William Middaugh, “and the
city was illuminated like day. I was
at Cheapside and Colborne streets
when I sighted the blaze first. Sheets.

BO0KG, FOANES

JIXED

O
N

HE

yéry"”Oﬁi‘é‘é"“

Intermixed with the tangled masses of
debris that lie twisted and charred be-
tween the four walls of the Dominion Sav-
ings Puilding are records of inestimable
value to many business and professional
men of lLondon.

Practically every tenant of the company
lost something of value in the shape of
books or documents, although the vital
facts that are beyond valuation were in
most cases stored in the solid vaults of
the building which withstood a previous
fire and which are unharmed at present.

Many Forms Lost.

Insurance docuraents;. of which there
were thousands in the building, are pre-
served. Mortgage and e0oan papers v-iil be
found safe, but a great deal of the routine
sttionery forms of all the offices was de-
stroved.

W. G. Murray was one of the heaviest
losers of impeortant office records. . His
building plans since the time he started
business wene-a prey to the flames, al-
though he had a few of the contracts upon
whiclhr he was working at his home.

“Only a day or two ago I resoived to
duplicate all my plans _and put them in

of flame were rolling uwards. 1 was
afraid that the entire =section would
go.

A north end man living on Victoria
street, confirmed P. (. Middaugh's
statement. “The entire downtown busi-
ness section appeared to be ablaze. 1
was awakened by the clang of the fire
bells, and going to the window I look-
ed -in. the direction from which the
sounds came. The sight gave me quite
a start. At first glance a huge volcano
seemed to be in eruption. Sparks were
flying high into the ailr. Fortunately
the wind was light' or several other
serious fires might have resulted.”

Gets the Books Out.

A number of tenants were on hand
soon after the fire but few were able
to get into their offices. F. J. Garceau,
one of the C. P. R. telegraph operators
br?ke into his office and got the books
ou

Charles Case, of The Advertiser, an
Associate Press operator, was one of
che first to enter the building with the
ﬂr%t line of hose. His opinion was that
the fire started under the stencil store
in the back of the building. There
were no flames shooting up the eleva-
tor shaft at that time. The fire seem-
ed to have originated in the north-east
corner of the building.

Secott, of The Adveriiser's of-
the door of the

safety deposit vaults,” said Mr. Murray.

“I would have st
1t

eral hundred
quarters.
surance,
the club,

Although

This
organizations.

House.
other
Union,
lost its charter,
by the members.

Severa
ferers by the fire.

tobacco,
to

stock of
amounting

goods,

Norman Peel,

be a serious loser.

arted in a week or
a serious loss to me.”
Ol!d Pictures Lost.

The Orient Club had recently spent sev-
dollars
there was some
the most valuable. possession of
the pictures of the charter mem-
bers of the organization,
ceeding members were lost in the flames,
as well as pictures of the old Grand Opera
was true

which had quarters in the building,
which was highly prized

Two Heavy Loscrs.

21 of the tenants are serious suf-
Joseph Nelan, tobac-
conist, on Richmond street, lost his whole
cigars
between
There was no insurance on this class of

who had a notion store
on the Richmond street ground floor, will
His stock was worth
about $2,000, on which there was a small
amount of insurance.
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DEBRI3

Has Los“es Beyond Replacing, Though
Vaults Safely Hold Most Precious Propei,.

! least,

{ ing scores of businessmen and their
| ployees. <
i sons found employment
. and practically all of them were at
i of one sort or
| ters,
[ culty as well as possible.

|
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WILD SCRAMBLE

FOR OFFIE

JPAGE BY QUSTED TENANTS

Western Fair Secures Ample

Accommodation and Many

Others Are Being Given Every Aid at Hands

of

Citizens.

London showed her powers of recovery
this morning, when within two
after the news of the destruction of t
offices came to the tenants of the
fon Savings Building, almost
had made arrangements,
for the conduct
businesses.

Citizens everywhere have given
aid to meet the serious situation conf

hours
eir |
Domin-
all of them
temporary

of their respectiz

e

It that

the

is estimated
in 5
TasAHs
in strange quar-
meeting the diffi-

188578

another,
it is true, but

Wire Service Restored.

Press and ecommercial wires
restored by both G. N. W. anada C.
and temporary quarters arranged

The Associated Press wire was
intae’”’ The Advertiser cffice.

A. M. Hunt, secretary of the Western |
Fair Association, telephoned The Ad-
vertiser at 12:30, that- he had secur
rooms in the London and Western T t
block, next the old board of trade room:
for the location of the fair offices.

“We have not been able to g.'(f near
our old quarters yet,” said ;
‘“so that T am unable to see
we will save. Chief Aitken tel
the vaults are still ~mn\m,g

ONE LIFE LOST

WETe |
) s -

l
.\l . ,

2 d

\.\. | @

{

1 |

In Wi

1 Northern

! went to
r { mond

i to
| are now being cooled off.
| safes still

of

! }u‘\{

event we will probably recover
less of our papers.”

John Pringle, of the Bank of Toronto,
at once offered quarters in the bank
building to the Dominion Savings and the
l.ife. The Royal Bank took
a number of tenants, and soma
a wholesale building on Rich-
street. All available office space
a premium, and for months many

more op'

care of

Is at

| will be inconvenienced for quarters.

All the tenants using vaults were glad
learn that all were standing. They
There are ma

ruins. Some of them
the debris, but their

the
into

in

have gone

| contents wi!l be secure.

In the Dominion Savings Building were
the head offices of the Woodmen of
World and the Knights of the Maccal
with all the books, records and pap e
The building was also the headquarters
the Ontario Commercial Travellers’
Assocjation and all the soctely’s books
there. <
building was the largest structure
the city devoted to offices, and almost
entire three upper floors were occu-
by insurance men, filnanciai age
real estate brokers.
> building were two elevator sh
up these the flames leaped, quic
ling to all the upper offices, ¢

through the roof in an ixwtmn.
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HERMITS CANARY PERISHED

one life was lost fire

the

Only in
destroyed

ing early

that
Build- |

4

Dominion Savin

this morning President Diic

Balfour and the members of the Hermit-

age Club
club canary.

mourning the loss
The litt'e bird, 0
many moons, bad made the clubrooms

are of

which

merry with his outbursts of song, perished
in the blaze, which completely
Hermiit quarters.

The ¢lub furnishings

gutted the

“and

e i s et et e

1} a 1 ye
’pﬂ.;\; on the poley,

| Treasurer

| ture,”’

| the little fellow, we would be happy.
lHu“ma will stick together and we will
' come.un Again stronxer than ever.

€qul 1“1"‘ 1 fvow have a couple of locations in
were estimated by President Balfour t > |

worth more than $2,000, with insurance of

$1,0600. Only yvesterday, the premium was

and the receipt sent to

A. E. Carrothers.

“We don't mind the loss of the furni-

sald the president of the club to

“but we are worrying
If we could have saved

The

The
about the canary.

Advertiser,

Wa
view,
and will get'into new quarters at once.”

FIREMEN GETTING TRUCK

IN LINE

two.

its
in-

in refurnishing

and all the suc-

of a number of
The Typographical

and sundries,
$1.500 and $2.000.

FACTS OF THE FIRE

CAUSE—UNKNOWN.
RECONSTRUCTION—UNDECIDED.

190C; BURNED 1914,

HISTORY OF BUILDING—BUILT IN 1880;

SCENE—DOMINION. SAVINGS BUILDING, RICHMOND AND KING STREETS.
TIME—FROM 23 O'CLOCK TO 5:30 O'CLOCK
LOSS+ON BUILDING, $200,000; ON CONTENTS,

PROPERTY ON WHICH NO VALUATION CAN BE PLACED.
INSURANCE—ON BUILDING, $8C,000; ON CONTENTS (SMALL).

£€0,000.

BURNED

THIS MORNING.
MUCH VALUABLE

1900;

RECONSTRUCTED

CRASHES INTO CELLAR

Falls Through Floors
Basement of Dominion
Savings Building.

Shortly after 1 o'clock this afternoon

an immense safe on the third floor of the
Dominion Savings Building fell crashing
through three floors into the cellay of F.
H. Heighway's harness shop on the west
sikie of the building, and as a result the
police are prohibiting all person sfrom en-
tering the burned bullding,

Chief of Police W. T,

Immense Safe
into

T. Williams
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THE WEATHER.

| Highest, 33; lo

LOCAL
TEMPERATURES
The following were
the highest and
lowest temperatures
recorded In London
during the 12 hours
previous to eight
o'clock last night:
Highest, 50.5; low-
est, 31.

The official tem-
peratures for the 12

hours previous to 8|

a.m.. today. were:

Losses Borne by

Tenants and the

Known Amount of Insurance

While
tenants of

it is impossible to accurately

the burned Dominion
estimate it will total $60,000
of tenants to enter the building to find
prevents anything like an
before the final figures will

According to insurance men

tenants of the building totals $60,000

Northern Life Insurance Company
Remington Typewriter Company
C. P. R. Telegraph Company

G. N. W. Telegraph Company
Western Fair Assoclation ...
Waldron-Drouin Company

Joseph Nolan, tobacconist
Norman Peel, statiopery and books
Eggett & Co., plumbers

W. G. Murray, architect
Hermitage Ciub

Edward Towe, Insurance

Knights of the Maccabees ...
Brunswick Club

Charles Brennan, barber
John Wright, broker
Western Ontario Travelliers’
E. S. Hunt, real estate

C. B. Laur

Percy Millman Insurance Agency
Manufacturers’ Life Insurance Company
W. C. Fitzgerald, barrister

Miss Annle Seaton, miilinery

Purdom & Purdom, barristers
Dominlon Savings and Loan Company
Federat Life Insurance Company..

J. M. Young, broker :

London Stamp and Stencll Company
‘Department of Agriculture

“Miss Nina Stanton, stenographer

and

be secured.

in

Walter Fairbairn, tailor.......... sel e o

L. . H. B:andrett & Son, brokers..........
E. A. Pocock, Insuirance ....:......iceces
‘R. G, Donaghy, broker ......... coveiine.

pirew Ellis;, Insurance .....iscivssives

Savi ngs Building,
possi- bly

accurate flg ure being

the amount

Assoclation. .

compute the loss that will be suffered by
at a most conservative
that amount. The inability
extent of the damage
It may bhe

double

out the

uone
obtained. days

of insurance carricd by
round

Covered
Mutual insurance
Mutual Insurance
Covered
Covered
Unknown
None

Littlie

1 000 (estimated)

Covered
$1,000
500
None
$400

None

None
400 (estimated)
500 (estimated)

$500

Covered

Covered

Covereds

Covered

$1,600

Covered

$400
None
Nona
$600
Nona

srves
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