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The Enquiry Conducted
By T. Hollis Walker, K.C.

appointment of a controller aa it ex
isted would continue to exist, get
ting less and less probable that the 
appointment of a Controller under 
the Act, as the Act stood, would con
tinue as a permanent appointment?

Q.—It was improbable that a full 
appointment would be continued un
der the Act?

A.—I was anticipating at each 
Session of the Legislature, an entire 
revision of the Act ' itself.

Q.—You did not express that to 
wrongly you did not court a possible any of your colleagues?
reverse. a.—There was always discussion

A.-I felt the Opposition was suffi- between the members of the party as
I t0 ®°me very material amendments 

COMMISSIONER You thought you being brought lnt0 the Act. That
had better drop that particular ap- started as a ripple ln the House of 
pointment at the time: but ydu say AsBembly aBd became a matter of 
at the time you had not materially very conelderable magn,tude.
changed your views as to Mr. Mean- _______ ___ ____ _
ey-s honesty and respecUbility? ^°. Cha“ge the“

WITNBSS-There was no reason w“ not becanee of “y change ln Mr- 
why I should • ^vuuey, but because, you say, the

MR. WARREN—You made him act- °®ce |£elt g0‘°K td * m,^‘fied? 
ing controller in 1920? A.-The office might be modifled. I

WITNESS—The Executive'Govern- hfed “° ,ntention ot throwlng hlB out 
ment made him acting contrôler. 0 offlce*

Q.—On your recommendation ? COMMISSIONER—But there was
A.—-I am not quite sure whether I greater and greater probability, as 

personally recommended him or not; time went on, that the offlce would 
efery member of the Executive vot- be modified? -r
ed for him. A.—Yes. I had my own public

(Attorney General quotes from programme in connection with the 
evidence.) _ matter.

COMMISSIONER—Please stop the MR. WARREN—You did not discuss 
noise hi the gallery. I can hardly it. Did you discuss his full appoint- 
hear the Attorney General speaking, ment, with the Executive?

(Attorney General continues to witNESR-Shortly before the
quote evidence.) J election, the Minister of Finance and

MR. WARREN Now why waS It Cu8tom8 >who waa head 0f the Oe- 
less probable that Mr. Meaney would partment and to whom he was re
get the appointment? sponsible, recomemnded to the Ex-

A* The apoplntment of Mr. Mean- ecutIve Government that he should 
sy as Controller would have to be an apoplnted t0 fuU control. . I

QOMMISSIONER—When was that? Q.—You say I have not got them; friends. The members of the Coi
WITNESS—Shortly before the elec- tbat It was nbt on the Agenda. If it t mittee were all friends and associât

tion of 1923. The Minister of Finance was n°t on the Agenda, it would not j x would start with the man on my |
and Customs, who was the proper of- be tn my possession. I was a member 
flcial to do so. recommended to the of that Council, was I not?
Government that Mr. Meaney 'should A-—Yes-
be appointed to full control. ! Q- Was I present at the Meeting to

MR. WARREN—What happened to which you refer?
that recommendation, Sir Richard? ?ou probably were- ......I Q.—I was. Now you say that this 

^T.TNESS-I think one or two mem- questlon waB brought Up-this ques- 
bers of the Council supported the tion of tbe full appointment of Mr.
idea, and I think some of the mem- j Meaney was brought up by the finis
hers said nothing about tl^p idea; ■ ter Qf Finance and Customs. Are you 
there was no vote taken on it, and no 8ure about that’
Minute made. It was not a matter , A._No, but that ,s my recollection, 
which was regularly on the Agenda, : Q._That the Minister of Finance at 
and I was speaking entirely from tbat meeting of Council recommended 
memory. On the other hand, it may tbat Mr Meaney get the full appoint- 
have been a matter deferred until the ment; that he got 80me support; that 
election was over. j it was not on the regular Agenda

Q.~Yq|U think that. Well, then, have and nothing was done, 
another think as to what happened , A_„r Brownrigg saw me per- 
to that recommendation of the Minis- 80nauy
ter of Finance? „ " ■Q.—Why do you say no vote wcs 

A.-On that matter, you would have taken? Have you ever known a vme 
to refer to the official records, which t0 be taken by the council?
would be In the hands of the Deputy A_yes
Colonial Secretary. As far as I can Q"ZMany times? 
remember, it was not regularly on the A,_Not often.
Agenda, if so, it was merely added in . __ .. .
my own handwriting. I don't think it O-Ortainly not Why then do you
was on the Agenda of Council. If so, it Bay no vote was taken'? 
was an item written in afterwards, A.—In ninety-nine cases out of a 
and my recollection is of there being b®udred, I would find out if the mem- 
no vote taken on it, and of some of bera assented or dissented by nodding 
the members of the Committee of around to.each man.
Council expressing an urgent desire COMMISSIONER—It was done by 
that the thing would, stand over ufetil nods? If’so. I can quite understand a 
after the Election, and that Mr. Mean- vote being taken by any part of one's 
ey wofhd then get his appolnmtent. I anatomy. Did you-all have to nod in 
am speaking entirely from memory, one direction?
and my recollection of any one of ,t^e WITNESS—The practice, sir, h 
thousands of transactolns of the'Coun- much the same as that which is foi- 
cU is not very exact. I would ask you . lowed, at a meeting of the directors of 
to produce the records. a small company where they are all

appointed. In that direction you coil 
curred?

WITNESS—I did not oppose it, sill 
Q.—Did you concur or not?
A.—I do not remember I expressed 

any definite opinion or not. 
COMMISSIONER—I

should bfe finally made in connection 
with any department during the heat 
of the political situation.

! COMMISSIONER—Was it agreed 
that he was to be appointed after the 
election?

A.—I think it was.
MR. WARREN

suppose vein
head had the opportunity of nodditl 
like the others?

WITNESS—I don’t have that pri’-j 
ilege. I am Chairman of the Assemble 

COMMISSIONER—You might put i
to all the other heads, and-----

WITNESS—Keep my own level] 
The Chairman keeps his head white 
the others nod.

MR. WARREN 
level.

WITNESS—My recollection con
curs with yours, now that you havtj 
outlined it to me. I think it was re
ferred to by Mr. Brownrigg, and thill 
some individual members spoke it 
favor of it, and I believe my asso
ciates of the Board decided that 'I 
should be done.

Q.—And you concurred?
A.—Certainly. I accepted the decte-j 

ion of my colleagues, as I always did 
Q.—As you always did.

" COMMISSIONER—That was before] 
:nd the election of 1923. About April?

WITNESS—I don't recollect the: 
agreed date. My recollection Is that it vre 

it would not formally be made before the Election. The reason wfcj 
after the Election? I we did not go through the usual form -

[TNESS—Yes? That is as Mr. | and send up a Minute of Council was 
ren outlines it from his. joint re- ]the Impending election, 
ction and mine. That is the size ' COMMISSIONER—When was

election—about June?'
t. WARREN—Th,at Is the size of WITNESS—The Election was on ti*j
hat Mr. Meaney was actually ap- ®rd day ot May-
id, and that somebody suggest- COMMISSIONER—And this wai
lat the appointment should not prior to it?
iade until after Polling Day. It! WITNESS—Yes.
lecided that Mr. Meaney would be 1 (Continued on page T )

-That is a different 
the story from what you told us yester

day. ,
it it ; COMMISSIONER—Whether it was 
igly a matter of his being appointed or 
is. | not, or whether he was to be appoint- 
thé fed, were you all agreed as fo whether 
see he was to keep his lob? 

not? A.—My impression was that the
fere Council were favorable to his ap- 

pointment, but not at that time, 
one COMMISSIONER—Not at the mo
an y ment. But you agreed he was to have 
lies- the appointment? 

or A.—I think that is correct. To my
recollection, my associates were fav- 

telch orable to his having the appointment. 
,uld COMMISSIONER—Very well then,
r. TYou had agreed that, he was to have 
ters I the appointment, but not that it should 

i be gazetted or brought before tie 
-ard I Governor or what is the next step? 
di8. I WITNESS—The next step would be 
tern I a formal Minute of Council submitted 

MO His Excellency the Governor,
:an-1 then the appointment would be made, 
ced, j COMMISSIONER—But you

(Continued from page 6.)
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