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NOTHING TO LETTER.

My friend, I would willingly write to you, 
If I had anything to tell ;

I'd scorn to indulge in words untrue, 
Though they may answer as well,

But you know I’m averse to all but truth;
1^hold affectation at hay ;

So you must excuse my sleeping muse, 
For I have nothing to say.
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If I.were a woman I might contrive 
To invent a page or two ;

Their dear little tongues are ever alive, 
With something sweet and new.

Their talk is pleasant, but they must own 
There’s much of it thrown away;

I’d like to dilate on the female traitr ‘ 
But I have nothing to say.

Of words I was never so much bereft,
I think I'll steal a few,

And let no one else know of the theft,
As many good writers do.

But fame,though great,thus falsely gained, 
I fancy would soon decay ;

I’m sorry, indeed, that I can’t proceed, 
But I have nothing to say. •

would suit
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PERIODICALS.

There are many things 
me wéll

To write about if I could ;
But whatever I write seems to he 

"Be the subject bad or good.
Why is it so ? I would like to know ;

Tell me somebody, I pray,
’Tis a source of thought that comes 

sought,
When I liave nothing to say. '

wrong,
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I’ll have to remain in silent pain,
Till something: bids me speak,

And my sleeping muse wakes up'again 
On some sky-kissing peak.

I am all prepared with paper and pen, 
But my mind is all astray ;

And, with woe i abued, I must conclude, 
For I have nothing to say.

G.’s body was found Hamilton came to our 
house and said a woman was dead in Span­
iards Bay road. She said the police had 
said, it was her mistress ; she seemed ex­
cited and was crying. My master asked 
her what was the matter, and she told 
him. He asked her if the mistress had 
any money about her. She said she dit l 
not know, hut had heard her master say 
he had given her £5. Last saw Mrs. G. 
alive on Sunday in her own yard. No­
thing was said that evening about her 
going up the Bay—had heard nothing 
from Mi's. G. or Sears about it. On 
Monday evening before the body was 
fôun^. Hamilton told me Geehan fell 
down from hayloft on some boughs, and 
sciatched his face.

Cross-examined by Mr. Emerson— 
Hamilton was crying when she came to 
our house. 1 have known her these two 
years ; she bears a good character ; have, 
heard her mistress give her a good name. 
Before Hamilton came home from the 
Labrador her mistress used to speak fa­
vorably of her.

Cross-examfned by Mr. Raftus—Knew 
Mrs. G. and Sears pretty well—occasion­
ally went to their house on business— 
was there during the week before the 
gun was fired. They appeared to he 
living amicably—never heard any quar­
reling. Mrs. Geehan and Hamilton were 
good friends. Heard Sears had frost-bit­
ten. toes—die had a lame step. Never 
heard liim say he was going to the Hos­
pital—heard Geehan say jt. My master 
never lost any hens by a hawk. Never 
knew Geehan and Sears to quarrel. Was 
at the wake the first niglri,—was up and 
down .stairs all night—the* place was 
crowded. Mary Mansfield was there one 
night—never knew Mary- Mansfield till 
last sunsner—s.iw her then pretty often. 
Never saw Jfe. Geehan in bad health ; 
she Worked all summer. j The family were 
on gbodUérrns. -■

-By the? Court—I saw no ha wk the day 
J. wfl*4t Geehan's—was thàevi from ten 
o’clock to four, washing in the kitchen.
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Trial of Patrick Geehan and 
Johanna Hamilton for the 
Murder of Garrett Sears.

j
Ilardor

{From the St. John's Morning Chronicle.)
Thursday, May 30.

[CONTINUED.]
Mary Foley, sworn—Live South Side 

Grace—know Daniel Shougharoo 
—am a servant of his ; was his servant 
last November. I knew Garrett Sears— 
he lived with Geehen. Know prisoners 
at the bar. Remember the Thursday 
when Mrs. Geehan*s body was found. 
Recollect the Monday evening previous 
Geehan wss over to my master’s premises 
—didn't hear their conversation. Recol­
lect the Sunday before. I went to Span­
iards Bay atter dinner and returned about 
6 or 7. On the Monday evening I saw 
Geehan at my master’s stable, and saw 
a scratch on Ills face. I was at Geehan's 
house on that evening, and saw both the 
prisoners there. I asked Hamilton where 
was her mistress. She said in Harbor 
Graee, and that Sears had gone to meet 
her. Saw Geehan at my master's on 
Tuesday—he was there most all day, kil­
ling a pig with mv master. He went 
home and came back again after night. 
Geehan said Sears and his sister had gone 
to Brigus, and that Sears was going on to 
St. Johu’s ; Hamilton was there at the 
time. I passed Geehan* s house on Tues­
day, and saw Geehan in the yard and 
Hamilton was standing at the back dotôrx 
They remained in my master’s house that 

till about 10. My master asked 
them to come over—never saw them 
there together before. I told her to come 
over that evening. Saw Sears on Mon­
day about 10 or 11 o’clock ; he was walk­
ing through Geehan’s field, going towards 
baipk cellar house and pit. I know the 
pit on Geehan’s land. He had on a can­
vas trousers, something dark on his back 
and a sou'wester—carried nothing in his 
hand. Never saw him dead or alive 
after. On that day, when at dinner,
I heard report of a gun. The clothes : 
he wore were something like those pro-1 
duced. The report was very loud-and 
shook the windows. Remember

Mrs. G.’ was waked in the kitch-
people refre -hmentsen—the 

s tail's.
John Hearn, sworn—Live at Bryant’s 

Cove, and am a farmer and fisherman— 
know the prisoners ; live three miles from 
them. They live at River Head of Ilar-

Grace, Now-
sum­

being j abouts f Ms 
in Geehan’s house on the Monday after oners bave
Mrs. G. was buried, 
he fired at a hawk.

Heard Geehan say 
Geehan had been

V /

at Harbor Grace, and on his return Ham­
ilton told him a hawk had been after the 
hens that day. He said he had fired at 
one before that. I was at Geehan’s that 
day washing the sheets that had been 
taken from Mrs. G.’s corpse. On Wed­
nesday night I was at Geehan’s house, and 
asked Hamilton what time they expected 
Mrs. G. She said they didn't expect her 
that night. On Wednesday I" saw Gee­
han’s horse in the field. Have seen Gee­
han use a box cart and a dray cart. One 
of his carts was on wheels on Tuesday— 
think the dray cart, On the day Mrs.

tli side. I was at 
Ian’s Harbor on the Labrador last 
mer. Knew Geehan’s fishing room 
saw Hamilton there ; 
ban’s employ. Our room is 130 or 140 
yards from theirs. My wife was with me 
at the Labrador. I had a conversation 
with Hamilton at our house there.

The Counsel for prisoners objected to 
evidence about to be produced on the 
ground of irrelevancy. It had applica­
tion solely to Mrs. Geehan, the circum­
stances of whose death were not matter 
of enquiry. Mr. Emerson contended 
that the statement sought to be put in 
evidence by the Crown carried no malice 
on the part of Hamilton towards Sears, 
and could not be construed as a threat 
against him. If showing malice at all it 
would only show it as against Mrs. Gee­
han ; and such malice on the part of 
Hamilton towards her ought not to be 
received in a trial on an indictment for 
the murder of Sears. Mr. Raftus con­
tended that, as Geehan was no party to 
the statement of Hamilton, and not pre­
sent when it was made, it could in no 
way effect him, and should not be re­
ceived in evidence against him.

The Counsel for the Crown, contra, con­
tended that the evidence was admissible 
inasmuch as there was a common design 
and conspiracy on the part of prisoners 
against Mrs. Geehan and Sears ; that the 
threats against the former were part of 
the common plan, and were fulfilled 
afterwards by her death. The murder of 
the two deceased were parts of one com 
plete conspiracy, and in the carrying out 
of that conspiracy certain tlireats were 
uttered against one of the deceased, 
which were now sought to be established. 
In order that the evil desires of the pris­
oners might be realised, it was necessary 
for them to put both of the deceased out 
of the way. The deceased had been con­
nected together throughout. They were 
brother and sister, and lived in the same 
house. Having made away with the sis­
ter, it became necessary to make away 
with the brother iu order to prevent him 
from instituting inquiries as to where- 

sister. Moreover, the pris­
oners nave connected the deceased 
throughout, not only by their deaths, but 
by the statements, often repeated, of 
jtheir having gone up the Bay together. 
Tie therefore submitted that the evidence 
was receivable.

It being eight o'clock, and the objec­
tions taken of considerable importance, 
their Lordships thought it advisable to 
adjourn till to-morrow morning at ten 
o’clock, when they would be prepared 
with a decision upon the point.

The Court then adjourned.

Court adjourned last evening a point had 
been raised as to the reception of evi­
dence which the defence objected to as 
irrelevant, as it had only to do with the 
death of the wife of the male prisoner. 
I have carefully considered the question, 
and am of opinion the evidence is re­
levant and should bo received. The case 
of the Crown is that it was the object of 
these parties to get rid of Mrs. Geehan, 
in order to the complete carrying out of 
their criminal intimacy ; and having done 
that, then to get rid of Sears to prevent 
him from instituting enquiries and bring­
ing them to justice, which was, they con­
tend, the motive which influenced the 
killing of Sears. If this motive can be 
shown for the commission of the crime 
charged in the indictment, the evidence 
against the prisoners becomes clearer 
more pointed and more conclusive. It 
is competent for the Crown to show that 
such was the motive. His Lordship cited 
from Arcliibold showing that evidence 

oing to establish the motive for the 
crime was receivable evidence. He was 
also of opinion that it was admissible on 
the ground of there being a common 
conspiracy against both the decease.!, the 
combination being shown by the deceased 
parties being coupled together subse­
quently. 1 c was competent for the Crown 
to show that such a conspiracy existed, 
and was carried out as far as Mrs. Gee 
han was concerned. It is true the evi­
dence may only show malice on the part 
of Hamilton as yet towards Mrs. Geehan, 
but Geehan himself may be ultimately 
coupled with it. Judge Robinson cited 
Regina vs. Clews, where evidence in pre 
cisely similar case was allowed to go to 
the Jury for what they might consider it 
worth. Judge Hayward concurred with 
his brother Judges as to the admissibility 
of the evidence.

John Jlearn, recalled—Hamilton came 
to my house, and my wife asked, her if 
she received any news from home. She 
sa’d she had a hit-tor, and everything was 
well at hefi^penly- lier mistress was-sick 
all the summer, and it was a pity such a 
smart young man should be tied up to

mistress was a smart young woman, and 
would live to bury her and Geehan. Ham­
ilton said Mrs. G. wouldn't live to see 
Christmas day. 1 repeated that she was a 
smart woman, when Hamilton replied 
she was very old, and again repeated she 
wouldn’t live to see Christmas. She turn­
ed to my wife and said—it was Uncle Pat 
and Aunt Jane now, but it would be Un­
cle Pat and Aunt Joanna then. I under­
stood from these Fords that after Mrs. 
Geehan died she would be Aunt Joanna. 
By Uncle Pat she meant the prisoner Gee­
han. No other conversation took place 
and she then left the house. I knew 
Sears, and have heard him call Geehan 
Pad and Pats. Our room at Labrador 
is about 140 yards from theirs. Was at 
their room three or four times, but never 
inside the house, and don’t know 'where 
Sears slept—was never in his room. I 
was always on good terms with prisoners. 
Saw a gun at their house, and had it in 
my hands once last fall twelvemonths. 
When the" conversation took place my 
wife and servant were present. The gun 
now shown me is the one I saw. Our ser­
vant was engaged about her work when 
this conversation took place. My wife 
was a cousin of the late Mrs. Geehan.
I heard Scars had sore toes, but did not 
know it myseif. Did not hear Sears say 
he was going to St. John’s. ' Garrett 
seemed willing to work—lie was a shore­
man.

Cross examined by Mr. Emerson—The 
conversation took place last August— 
don't remember date or time ' of day. 
Never saw Hamilton in our house before, 
but was not surprised when she came in 
that day. She sat on the door step. My 
wife was in the house and seated near 
mo. Hamilton’s side was turned towards 
me. There are three rooms in my house 
at Now Ian's Harbor, kitchen and two 
bedrooms, all on same floor, but divided 
by board petitions closely nailed togeth­
er. There are no seams in the petitions. 
The boards were new last summer, but 
very little shrunk. Any one in bedroom 
talking in an ordinary tone would be 
heard in kitchen. My servant took no 
part in the conversation. That was the 
only conversation I recollect having with 
Hamilton on the Labrador last summer, 
unless as I might pass her. Don't know 
what she came to our house on that day 
for. 1 have mentioned the conversation
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sent were not present. Didn’t tell Mrs. 
Geehan of the conversation. Did not 
see her till after she was dead. I live 
about three miles from the Geehan’s, but 
don’t go often down thatNwav. Never 
heard of any improper fanuliarity be­
tween Geehan and ilamiltonutt the La­
brador.

Cross-examined by Mr. Greene—Have 
known Sears ten or fifteen years—never 
noticed him walk lame—never heard of 
there being a necessity for his going to 
St. John’s to get his toes cured. Have 
known Geehan some years—never heard 
of there being a necessity for his going to 
St. John’s to get his toes cured. Have 
known Geehan some years—never heard 
of his quarreling with his wife or brother- 
in-law.

Re-examined by Attorney . General— 
when I heard of the death of Mrs. Gee­
han the conversation came fresh to my 
mind—mentioned it several times after 
her death, and it came to tlie*ears of the 
magistrate, and I was summoned to at­
tend as a witness on the inquest.

By the Court—I returned from the La­
brador in October, I think.

Catherine Hearn, sworn—Am the wife 
of the late witness, John Hearn—know 
the prisoners at the bar. I was at Now- 
lan’s Harbor, Labrador, last summer with 
my husband. The prisoners were there ; 
Hamilton came to our house during the 
summer in the day-time—my husband 
and the servant were present. The latter 
was about her work, and did not hear the 
conversation that took place. I asked 
the girl what news from home. She said

l
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the old woman was sick all the 
and that it was a pity to see a fine young 
man like him hove away on an old hake. 
My husband said Mrs. Geehan was a tine 
smart woman and might bury both of 
them. She said—“ You'll see that—she 
won’t live uutil Christmas.” She then 
looked round to me and said—“ It’s Un­
cle Pat and Aunt Jane now, but it will 
be Uncle Pat and Aunt Joanna instead.” - 

T lived with GcTTlnfi when young, and 
used to call his wife Aunt Jane. I under­
stood her to mean that I would call her 
Aunt Joanna—unless she meant that I r 
can’t say what. I can’t say what. I was 
at Geehan’s wake and saw Hamilton 
There. I asked them if they sent or tele­
graphed for Gairett Sears. She said not.
I asked why not—that hé wouldn’t bo 
there to Ms sister’s funeral unless sent 
for that day. She said Geehan did not 
want to see him and blamed Mm for his 
wife’s death on account of their going to 
Brigus together. She said they expected 
when Gairett heard of his sisters death 
he would never come back. I said it was 
a dreadful affair.-* She said it was. I 
asked her what possessed Mrs. G. to 
to Brigus. She said Mrs. Geehan would 
get black wool at Brigus, there was none 
there ; and as Mrs. G. was going Sears 
would accompany her as far as that. She 
said that on the morning Mrs. Geehan 
was found she felt uneasy and could take 
no breakfast, and her master was the 
same. Tliis was on Friday, Other con­
versation took place winch I can scarcely 
remember. She said a St. John’s gentle­
man was there that day, and she must 
have had a great memory to answer all 
his questions. She said her master went 
out to build a pig house, but he was not 
able to do it, and he came in and went to 
mend her mistress’s bluchers. In the- 
morning she was at the back-house doing 
her work, when the police came and ask­
ed Geehan if his wife was home night be • 
fore. He said not. This occurred on Thurs­
day. She said she ran in and took the 
policeman by the arm and asked him if 
he had any account of her dead or alive.
He said—I’m afraid I have too much. 
She said—“He,asked me if my mistress 
had on a blue dress with white flowers. I 
said yes. He asked if she had high boots 
I said yes. The police then told Mr. Gee­
han to go with them,” and then she 
said she ran over to Mr. Slioug- 
aroo’s leaving all the doors open. I had 
no conversation with her after -that. I 
saw Mrs.Gechan’s body. Saw one markon 
her forehead, but did not see any on her 
throat—it was bandaged up. After the 
finding of the body of Mrs. Geehan on the 
road I got a great struck and the words 
Johanna had said on the Labrador came 
to my memory that moment.

Cross examined by Mr. Emerson—That. 
is the reason I recollect these words— 
they are as exact as I can go of the con­
versation on the Labrador. Was not very 
well acquainted with Hamilton—she was 
in my house three or four times. Can’t 
recollect other conversations—this was a 
particuler conversation. I thought it 
strange for her to say it at the time. I 
didn’t speak at all after she had said these 
words. Never saw Mrs. Ceehan alive 
after I came from Labrador. Don’t re­
member telling the conversation to any 
one before her death. Never heard any­
thing bad or good of Hamilton’s charac­
ter—never heard her use bad language. 
Think she used the word bloody tha t 
morning—wouldn’t like to swear so. 
heard my husband say she sai l “ blood 
old hake.” Didn’t talk much 
husband about the conversation
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