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One a Monte Cristo Tale of

a Super-Detective Story of a Vast | (ﬁs

Brings in Convicted But

Did a Dandy Job for Beloved ltaly—Amazmg ‘Revel- |

..ations Followed

a Bbgus%
( ﬁlra{;i» ‘Which'
Loyal Safe-Crackers who

*

2

Two striking romances have lately
been dlsclosed by. the- Italian, police,
one of -the Monte Cristo tale of a bo-
gus count whn«swindled banks out of
a mllion and a quarter of dollars,
and spent the money as if it ‘were
waten, the other an utterly different
story of the operations of the Ttal-
ian seéret police in deteeting and
breaking up a vast espionage con-
spiracy operated from neutral soil.

Both stories testify to the skill of
the Italian secret police.

The tale of the robbery of the Aus-
trian consulate at Zurich-has all the,
makings of a nevel of adventure. The
Italian authorities had information
even before Italy’s emtrance into the
war that from some ‘neutral quarter
a great conspiraey of espionage was
being engineered in Italy, It became
more and, more apparent ‘that this
conspiraey.had its agents in very high
places where. they enjoyed atcess to
the most confidential information.

Ultimately suspicion was ‘directed
againgt Mgi‘ Gerlach, the Pope’s Ger-
man private chamberlain, who  had
been allowed to remain in Italy de-
spite his nationality because of his
relations with thé Vatican. - Month
after month of investigation led fin-
ally. to the convietion that the Aws-
trian conaulate at Zurich. was the
clearing honse and headquarters of
the whole Austrian éspionage in It-

,aly. Secret agents of the Italian of-
fice for smecial molice investigations
watehed the establishment at Zurich
and its agents in Ttaly until thev
were satisfied of the: correctness of
their suspicions regarding Znrich
and the implication of Mgr. Gerlach..

The rest wéuld have been easy if
Zurich had not been sneutral terri-
tory, and if there had not been very
speeial reasons te -avoid ‘giving. of-
fence to the Swiss government.
Above all things. Ttaly eonld not af-
ford to do this because there is a
strong pro-German sentiment in
Switzerland, and the Austro-Germapns
wonld have all the advdntage - if
Switzerland should be drawn iito
the war and its territory thus oven-
ed for a movement of their forces
against Ttaly.

. Expert Burglars Employved

The story goes that when long
continued observations had estab-
lished beyond reasonable question
the chatracter of the operations that
were being+condueted :from-the’ Ange
trian consulate in Znrich, the Italian
secret police decided mot onlv  that
they would bieak un the business but
that they would make a desverate ef-
fortt to get possession of papers
which wonld fix the guilt -upon
agents in Italy. Accordingly two

highly expert safe blowers and bank
robbers who were serying life termst
in an Italian prison = Were niade
agents of the secret police:

If the story as it is accepted and
beliéved in Ttaly is correct, - these:
two expert criminals were takén into
conference by the police. They prov:
ed, a8 so many criminals in all the |
warrlng countries have proved, thaty
in their somewhat irregular fashion,
they were just as patriotic as people:
who had managed 1o keep . out of
jail. They convinced the authorities:
that they could be trusted with a
great State secret, and finally were
promised: their freedom if they would
go. to Zurich, examine the ‘Austrifn
consular ‘establishment, and rob it
of the documents that were desired..

The two- -expert safe’ blowers
promptly accepted the ¢commission,:
They were equipped with | ‘every = de-
tail of  information that' the polaca
could \ve thém and provided with
plenty of money and means to diss!
‘guise’ themselves and their business
Then they went to Zurich, took theu'
own good time and did a patriotic
job in high class safe plowing -that
must be set down as unique.

They discovered that the coveted
and incriminating documients of the
consulate were kept in a building ad~|
ijacent to the consular establishment’
and not supposed to be occupied by]
it. It developed not only that the big
strong box of state secrets was thus
elmrely séparated’ from the copsular
office, but that very ingenious, me-
thods had been adopted to prevent a
robbery. °

Not only were electrie
alarms installed, but the .room in
which the big safe stood was piped
for asphyxiating gas in such fashion
that interference with the safe would]
‘'open the" valves and -instantly  fill
the place with gas. It was necessary
first for the burglars to learn ail
about this method of protection so
that they might thwart it.

- Amazing Revelations Secured
The ingenuity of the expert cracks- |
hren-were equal to the occasion. They.
developed ultimately a plan for tun-.
nelling into  the house where the
safe was deposited, and then of cut-
ting the "electrical connecétions in
Some cases, and switching off the}
current to false ground wires in
other cases in such fashion that all
danger would be avoided.
3~ When everything was ready ™ ’they
put their plan into execution. They
wore the most approved and effec-
tive gas masks, and were disguiseq
in artful manner. At any rate, they
actually succeeded in blowing open:

burglar 1

£as mains were opened and the room

i1 Othec |

-Junder thé guise of

the safe, and although some of the |

i

were able to ut away ‘with a !arge*

propertion ‘of the most incr un{nating

documents..
_The whéle

gineered “that’

i |tles could riot” possibly ‘hav ¢
‘| held responsible” Toy it il thiere had|

{been a” fliike, or if'the expected re-

When the thmg was finally aceom-
plished and = the Ttalian aunthorities
‘held the papers which ‘Droved a wide
rewhing conspiracy had been carried

crecy was at an end.

Not ‘only Mgr.: Gerlach but -other

suspicion in Ifaly, were involved.

Mgr. Gerlach escaped just in time to

conniving at his escape, were quite
satisfied at not having him: in' their

followed, an
from develop

duarters of about all
Gernian spies in ' Italy.
A Swindier or a Spy?

The' story ;of. ‘Count

the - "Austro-

man who carried on an astounding
series of swindles, was very differ-
ent. ‘Count Cortese  was
bank out of $365. As a matter of
his operations amounted to vastly
more and his booty is estimated ' "at
$1,250,000..

ced that the Count was'in fact an
espionage ‘officer of the 'enemy/coun-|
tries and 'the’funds advaneed; to him

somehow or other provided by either
Vienna or Berlin. The Italian Gov-
ernment has refused to accept: this
view .and all .comment on ‘the case
‘has been Taquired" “studiously

pionage-waj invelved,
“Count Luea "Cortese,”

a’-penniless subaltern *in the army:
‘and after 'some years gameq promo-
'tion go the rank  .of lieutenant.
Shof v ‘after he resigned from the
army ‘and entered - journalism, in
which he ‘demonstratéd himself a re-
‘markably  clever man, but tailed “to
get-on finanieially. .

:When the war broke out Cortese
'was called to the colors and served
the first few months as a garrlson of-
ficeF at ‘the front and also’in Sardin®
ja, where Austrian prisoners are in-
terned: Ultimately he was declared.
unfit for service on account of heart
disease and was' allowed to resign/
oneé more.

Then his real career’ of adventure
began.' Suddenly and unaccountably |
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rf_or_manee was. so»‘éﬁ- b
velations hag not been‘ forthcoming’|

ofi from Swiss soil it was of course|
Italy, not°Switzerland, that had the|
grievance, gnd the necessity for o

The docuiments that were, thus se-}|
cured containied amazing revelations. |

people of only slightly less eminence, | :
some of whom ‘had never been under ||

avoid arrest, though.there has been |
'suspicion in-some qnnrters that the|
Italian authorities,” without actually]

custody. "A great number of arrests| W
it has been apparent|
ents recently that this]
test of plotters had. been the head-

- Luea Cor-{.
tese,” the bogus Neapolitan nobles|.

arrested |
nominally for swindling a Reman}

(tapt it is very well understood that]

. There is still much mystery about §
the case, many people being convin-|

frauds were| |

avoid even the auggestion that es-

who cars|
ried on this remarkable operation, is| |
‘lonly 35 yearsiold. He started Tife as

' {ed theatres for long "runs, 5

® || newspapers,
-t ing hous:‘ to Ju;iqg out,-a dramatic
g s !
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Come In
And

Let Us
Explain
Our Plan

Is All You Need

use the first cost Is %o low.

‘book,

Because mo better machine can be had at any price.

. ' Because the-Club Payments nre so easily made.
. ‘Because you cannot buy again with so little inconvenience to ;onr pocket

An. . elegantly
‘construeted ' ma-
‘chme wlth aul"

fﬂh, two, drdw- 5
ers at each end = &
of table; beanti-
ful swell' front
furniturs of gol- ..
deu oak quar-

and
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'h 1s is One of the
Wonderful Values|
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The Old ‘Rule

“First Conte, First Serv - 1
“Will hold Good During This Sale |

Choice of any 1‘2;11“_;_f’cnym'tl13th$ Pn.\'m‘t,luh‘ Pn,vm‘t lmhs l(’{n)ym’t

HITE”

2 ox:this plan.
at equally good prices’

Because your He.lth deserves it.

To Join Our “Whnte” Progressnve Sewmg Machine Club

‘250 Sends to. Your Home One of the: N ewest Models of the Famous White Machines
\Only 50 Membersh:ps-—so White Sewing Machines will be Sold on this Club Plan

WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN TO-MORROW

Because sewing will henceforth become a pleasure.
Because it never pays to put off doing a good deed.
Because after the Club closes priees will be higher.
Because such an opportunity may mnever come again,
Special Prlm Permlﬂed byt I anufacturers During this Sale Only.
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25c,5th Paym't (6th
’| 50c 50¢

Puvm t |7th Paym't
S0¢

Sth Paym’t
50c

9th Paym’t 10th _Paym’t 1ith Paym’(
© Toe e e

|

i

16th Paym't 17th Paym’t 18th Paym’t 19th Paym’t
_ SLO0 | §1.10 —$1.10 $1.10, |

t y

20th Paym’t 21st. Paym’t 22nd Paym’t 23rd Paym’{]
$1.10 $.200 | - §120 $1.20

2

54th Paym't 25th Paym't 20th Paym't 2
§$120 | 5130 $1.30 |

ith Paym’t
$1.30

28th Paym’t 20th Paym’t 30th Paym’t 3ist Paym't
$1.30 ¥ $1.40 $1.40 ' $1.40

!
|

10c ..

i refunds:
'., vaunce and save

ned up with
He | returnied to Naples, where his
mather and sister "Hved haying
known' almost ‘nothing, of him dur-
ing hisg yéars of po ? and specia-
cularly helped them with money and
hestablished -his. tamll& ln aflldent cir,
cumstances! ;
~Some of the venturés in

engaged seemed des d merely to

hig operations- im
'a_féw people jhat
like ' real financial

ni
spmight” act\rally have &uc"ceeeded in,

| making a fortu payl
| debts it circym: %ind‘g%\h
| tie more tavbrabl e

: Formed
One of th

; creailom of

subsidized

;gnles but‘doubled t
{ actors; supplied actr

pensive elothing’ a:
founded a few publish-

3 z%tn gpecla.l

n
ged ﬁly‘lu'is ts to °
and operas l’or him.
: m jating . himself.
A ment. of . the
particularly
regeneration

. he
strong for the ?ﬁl a.t'

of the stage. - He devoted much
tention to projeé ‘of this sort,

ning the sup of Iluentlal,
| Catholics by ‘his project for excluds

{ing actors and actressés of dubious

_tionq which ‘were carefully indicat-

advertise_his im th l;)lled ‘was ‘depogited in

§ the thing went on for many months

- he wanted with out the slightest dif-

ught | them that he realy was an intimate

n | idtion with the ‘two génuine finan-

2
1d | publiely with them. They, of ‘course,
D vere quite ignorant of’ his purpose.

‘but there  were those who had

jtese would make revelations, as- a

repute tron}, tbewliﬂian stag

tmvemng abont» Italy i 2. private’.
E ;:pr, staying 'at“th xpensive

o! people,: ,unfaili
charlt
ble imrposes
itted. for himself i elaborate rﬁces
in the chief Italian eities and = en-
' 'a numerous" £ ager
arieu, and 'servants, 1ncludim,
oor s valet. ' .-
w&a foted that t
nt” wps i
it ‘was ar

hly eccentric; but i
., all * wealthy

leccentric; .and ~ there js° no.  doubt:

that the people who were most fam-
with his S tlmught he
a clever: individual.

; wealth was- Q,_Wr' {uite ‘beyond
after the: w Qlot

hotls, givin aluable n'reunts_, o]

| 1s good blood in the vems.
3 blood Begin uklug it now.
S will’ do you-great good.

. peoﬂé are likely to.be iore or less{

“Where the man had acquired nis|

he ! was operaﬁng‘,. would
himgelf i troduced.j

ment . of
g:ﬁls stand
estly by whlle directions were
given to the ‘bank officials’ that he
shoiild ‘be provided” with such’ Stims
of moneéy a8 he ‘required on ‘eondi~

ed. ‘~ Usually ‘the money thus sup-
the  bank
rom which it was being drawn.

So. perfect ‘was the illusion ' that

before suspicion was aroused = des-
pite’ the spertacular 'operations ~ing

which the ‘“Count” 'was notoriously |

wasting vast: sums. = The banks ‘ap-
peared not seriously ‘to have ~eon-
cerned themselves about what  was
happening to the money ‘they were!
advancing so freely. He seems to;
have invariably got all the money’

tmn ’
When the' police at last investi—
gated the ‘case and ecalled Jhpon |
Courtese to explain -where" he got
his money he well nigh" convlnced

friend of the two automobile. mag:
nates. It is said that hé even con
celved and at times carried out ‘the
plan of getting himself into assoc:

¢lers in order that he might be ‘seen

talian censorship has been’
;ndtructea to suppress \any “hint at
spionage ‘and compliciiy .on  the
part of the banks. : Corfese and his
two accomplices have been arrested.
It was assumed that a. eensational
trial would follow . in. due course,

doubts. They suspected that it/the
matter” were foreed to a trial ‘Gor-

resnjt“of which the scandal would
widen.
this view is a recent cable despa.teh
which ‘announced that ~Cortese
seanld he t-iad bafare . o mﬂltarv‘
tribunal;:  From this it is inferred
‘that thele is' evidence that he was a
spy.

. Abundant Health 1s asnured when there
‘Hood’s Sar-
sapariila is the medicine to- make good
It is just
Sharpens the ap-,
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by g:hegl
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{ladies was much enjoyed

In partial confirmatidn of |

ystem needs at this time and

whnt the sy
“Ste. ies the. nerves

32nd Paym’t 33rd Paym’'t 34th Paym’t 35th Paym’t
$140 | $1.50 $1.50 | o $1.50

Progressive
$1.50 |

fnnl uyment in ad-
ve TEN CENTS

|
36th Payirt 37¢h Paym't J.ut

$1.60 $160
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(From our . own Lorrespondenh)
‘Rev. Mr. Vale conducted the after-
noon gervice on Sunday.

.Owing to the lnclemency of the
weather there was no prayer meeting
held on-Wednesday -evening.

Mr:. and Mrs. George Franklln ot4

Vancouver = spent Wednesday with
Myr. and’ Mrs, William Franklin en
route for New York.

Baby HErnest Prlee has been spend-
ing a few days at the home of his
grandparents, Mr. &nd Mrs. Oliver

King. .

i, 'Miss Edith Wheelerwas the guest
of her sister Mrs. Roy Simington on
Wednesda ;

Mrs. Auan Franklin spent Tues-
day in ‘Brantford.
~iMiss Hdith Buckwell spent Tues-
A day with Mrs. James Minshall.

The ice ecream social which was
held at Burtch op: Tuesday evening
under the suspices of the Philathia
and - Baracca, Classes was a decided
st The pr ds' of the  even-
ing -amounted.. to over one hundred
dollars and are-to go for Y. M. C. A.
work overseas.

““The supper _served by the young
and the
‘programme  which followed al-
though somewhat - disturbed by the'
electric storm, was splendid. Mr,
Rupert Greenwood, of Tutella gave
several solos. Miss Mary McLain, | of
Newport, a piano solo.. Miss Mary
Gribbon and> Mr. M. Crumback, a
duet and Miss Emma Jackson, elecu-
tionist from Branttord was very en-
tertaining. Mr.. Welby Almas auc-
tioned a friendship quilt for. the
girls whioh sold for nineteen dollars,
which is for Red Cross ork. Miss
Muziel Davis spent Tuesday with her
cousln, Miss Isabell Chapin.

" Miss Annie Swift was the guest of
Miss Nellie Eadie on Tuesdgy.

"Miss Marjory Almas spent a few
days with her sister, ~Mrs. George
Campbell.

Mrs. David Campbell is staying at
the home of her daugater, Mrs. H-
Emmott.

It is esnmnted from the reports of
Government correspondents that the
total drea sown to wheat for 1917 is
13,450,250 acres; as compared with
14, 897000 acres, the area sown, and
with ' 12,000,600 acres the iarea har-
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Bays Dr. Cusell's Tablets  Have
Kept Him Igt Through 'l‘woa~

a/ ’ 'v,“_
Sapper A. Hartley, of the A Com-
pany, Canadian Engineers, whose
home address is 906, Trafalgar-
Street, London, Ontario, is one of
many who have written in praise ot
Dr. Cassell’s Tablets. He says: “As

a lconstant usér of Dr. Cassell’s Tab-
lets, 1 would like to add my testi-
mony to their value. 1 used them
when I was in the South African
War, and, finding = the benefit of
them there, ‘have taken them since
whenever I felt rundown. I always
recommend them, for' I know that
they do all that is claimeéd for them.
In my opinjon they are the best
tonic anyone can take for,loss of ap-
petite, poorness of the  blood, or
general weakness of the system.”

free sample of Dr. Cassell’s Tab-
‘letswﬂlbesenttoyouonrecetptof
5 cents for mailing and packing. Ad-
dress: Harold F. Ritchie & Co., Ltd.,
10 McCaul St., Toronto.

Dr. Cassell's Tablets are the swur-
est home remedy for Dyspepsia, JKid-
ney Trouble, Sleeplasaness, Anaemia,
Nervous Ailments, Nerve Paralysis,
Palpitation, and Weakness in chil-
dref. S§pecially valuable for nursing
'mothers and during the eritical per-
iods of life. Sold by druggists and
storekeepers. throughotit Canada.
Prices: One tube, 50 cents; six tubes
tor the price of five. Beware of imi-
tations said to contain » hypophos-
phites. - The composition of Dr. Cas-
sell’s Tablets is known only ts the
*proprietors, and no lmitatlon can
ever be the same.

‘Sole Proprietors: Dr. Cassell's Co.,
Ltd., Manchester, Eng.

'

Owing to the large number of men
claumng exemption for physical rea-
sons, it is probable that the test for
the selective service army will be
‘made less sgnct.

Cigar dealers in convention at ‘De.
troit declare their fear that the five-
cent cigar cannot survive the new war
taxes. The ten-eenters will b= smal-
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It is marvelous how sa
flood of wuar will find i
plages. unknown, in time
gaore than a dozen
mone of ¥ngland, once pg
flagh of yellow by moto
from  their homes to tk
gomed  this year not intf
into wooden huts.

he higher powers, at
Rave laughed and a fev
vet' been watchtul, h
fer training ground
imagined that they wen
over procedure. Men ha
at the first appeal, thinki
than did the public in
how they were to be f
housed; yet the can
elothes and the food appe
gic of departments; ho
magic was, what a triu
gence with organizatio
be fully rccognized. Long
Press-directed people c2
ficiency, efficiency was
comed by the New Armief
ry ereed it was.

So, a certain Bn’ade
Division found itself &
country, wooded with pi
tered, with villages hi
foot of moore.—splend
ground. It was a complefi
ienced Brigade, but mos
tic, not so much for
knowledge of war-craft,
no particular thought of
Unterden Linden with s
bands, but an overwhelm
ty about the proper me]
gaging an enemy whom
ed to he as brave as hé
Generals and Staff office
from the front held us B
a' ¢old (but stuffy) gymna
they told us the priceles
Mans, and thé turning
mans from Paris gates.
ed how seemingly tireso
vial details were vital §
fare and how. discipling
whim but an essential w

This theory was aced
into  practice % in our
more vigour than eve
were bothered ' with
trifles,” but their impo
carefully set forth; um
umns learnt to march w
and snap, even when ti
forbidden to touch thei
les, a most trying degn
who when well-paid
their trades-unions B
ly filled themselves
a remarkable pitch}
But now, wif
staying power we co
further afield, even twen
in , a day, so that our B
the'little willages to. exe
terrible carnage took J
little greens, apd surged
gotten churchyards. We
rain, frost, or snow, wWe
must have half-killed us

' -of plain‘clothes, but now

\
4

° the,

fe

®

enjoy it, and were certa
ter for it,

All this skirmishing as
ing over the country-sidé
tertained the inhabital
real = significance was la
they were ignorant tha
rected and modified by
experience of those alre
that carefully compiled
phlets came to us full
knowledgey acquired bif]
ted from the enemy, pief
with infinite pains—th
fare. Thus we learnt thi
strange life underground
engines and ideas for ai
enemy so that when
turn in the line that spi
North Sea to Swif]
might not feel as greem
boy at school, but should
cognize these new thing
the initiative with the p
of frightfulness.

Lookjng back on the ti
were inf real trenches be
tangible enemy than thal

vy
Q
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up to $4.00, selli

400 dozen Genii
up to $5.00, sell
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